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NO  circumftance  that  attends  parturi- 
tion expofes  women  to  fo  much  dan- 
ger as  profufe  Hemorrhages  from  the 
Uterus  towards  the  latter  end  of  preg- 
nancy, and  in  the  time  of  labour  the  art 
of  midwifery  has,  likewife,  in  no  inftance, 
been  more  at  a lofs  in  the  ufe  of  means  for 
the  relief  of  the  patient;  an  enquiry  into 
the  caufes  of  them,  and  an  attempt  to  im- 
prove the  practice  in  fuch  cafes,  cannot, 
therefore,  be  ufelefs. 
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The  treatment  of  floodings  that  come 
on  before  the  Uterus  has  acquired  any 
conhderable  fize  mtift  be  very  obvious, 
and  the  confequences  of  them  at  that 
early  period  of  pregnancy  are  feldom  to 
be  dreaded,  as  if  the  patient  lofe  blood 
from  the  arm,  be  kept  cool,  and  in  an 
horizontal  poflure,  and  fuch  mild,  aflrin- 
gent,  and  anodyne  medicines  be  adminif- 
tered  to  her  as  have  been  found,  by  experi- 
ence, to  reflrain  difcharges  of  blood,  they 
will  very  frequently  flop  entirely,  and  the 
woman  go  on  to  her  full  time:  and  if  this 
fhould  not  be  the  cafe,  but  the  Hemor- 
rhage fhould  flill  increafe,  it  will  feldom 
increafe  to  a degree  that  will  endanger 
the  life  of  the  mother,  without  the  fmall 
foetus  and  fecundines  being  feparated  and 
thrown  off  by  it,  after  which  the  Uterus 
will  foon  contract,  and  thereby  clofing 
the  mouths  of  the  bleeding  velfels,  the 
difeharge  will  gradually  diminifh  till  it  be 
entirely  flopped:  the  furgeon  has,  there- 
fore, in  thefe  cafes,  nothing  manual  to 
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do;  for,  notwithftanding  it  has  been  re- 
' commended  by  * Maurice au  and  -f  Deven- 
ter, and  it  is  faid  to  be  the  practice  of 
fome  to  endeavour  to  bring  away  the  foe- 
tus by  art,  even  in  the  earlieft  months, 
1 am  perfuaded,  from  experience,  that  it 
is  never  neceflary,  and  were  it  even  ne- 
ceflary, I cannot  conceive  it  poflible  to  do 
it  with  the  hand. 

But  floodings  that  precede  the  delivery 
of  the  full-grown  foetus,  when  the  Uterus 
is  arrived  at  its  greatefl:  ftretch,  and  the 
veflels  have  acquired  their  utmofl:  magni- 
tude, mud  be  ever  highly  dangerous, 
being  more  profufe,  and  more  difficult  to 
fupprefs,  in  proportion  to  the  increafed 
iize  of  the  veflels ; infomuch,  that  the 
number  of  inltances  in  which  they  have 

* Traite  des  Maladies  des  Femmes  grofles,  fixieme 
edition,  Livre  I.  Page  171. 

f Obfervations  importantes  fur  le  Manuel  des  Ac- 
couchemer.s,  traduits  du  Latin,  Chapitre  XXXIII. 
Page  492. 

Ba  „ 


unhappily 


4 


ESSAY  ON  THE 

unhappily  proved  fatal  is  very  confider- 
able. 

Most  of  the  authors  whom  I have 
read  on  this  fubjedt  defer ibe  thefe  cafes  as 
particularly  embarrafling,  and  feem  alike 
to  acknowledge,  that  they  have  always 
been  at  a lofs  when  fuch  have  occurred  to 
them,  to  determine,  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  and  fatisfadlion,  which  of  the 
two  methods  of  practice  hitherto  recom- 
mended it  has  been  moft  proper  to  adopt; 
whether  to  endeavour  to  reftrain  the  dif- 
charge  by  the  means  before  mentioned  for 
that  purpofe,  and  leave  nature,  by  her 
own  efforts,  to  expel  the  child,  as  is  the 
cafe  in  floodings  of  the  early  months;  or 
at  once  to  introduce  the  hand  into  the 
Uterus,  and  bring  it  away  by  art. — This 
doubt  about  the  propriety  of  waiting,  or 
the  neceflity  of  removing  the  contents  of 
the  womb,  they  fay,  is  ever  owing  to  the 
uncertainty  of  knowing  the  quantity  of 
blood  that  has  been  loft;  and  if  it  were 

known. 
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known,  to  the  impoffibility  of  ascertain- 
ing the  degree  of  lofs  that  a woman 
might  fuftain  without  manifeft  rifque  of 
life. 

They  all  however  agree,  that  when 
the  difcharge  becomes  very  profufe,  and 
fuch  a conliderable  quantity  of  blood  has 
been  loft  as  threatens  the  immediate  death 
of  the  patient,  that  nothing  but  a fpeedy 
delivery  will  give  any  chance  of  prevent- 
ing it,  and  have  given  us  cafes  wherein 
the  bringing  away  the  child  by  art  has 
been  attended  with  fuccefs;  they  like- 
wile  inform  us  of  others,  in  which  wait- 
ing and  purfuing  the  ufual  palliating  means 
has  been  juftified  by  the  natural  pains  hav- 
ing come  on,  and  the  child  having  been 
timely  expelled  by  them ; moreover,  where 
both  methods  have  been  ufed  a great 
number  are  related  which,  neverthelefs, 
proved  fatal ; but  no  particular  realons 
have  been  given  why  the  different  me- 
thods of  pradtice  were  ufed,  why  the 
kune  methods,  in  fome  cafes,  have  fuc- 
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ceeded,  and  in  others,  apparently  fimilar, 
have  failed  ■ nor  have  any  hints  been  fug- 
gefted  to  us  which  might  lead  us,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  complaint,  even  to  a pro- 
bable conjecture,  whether  the  Haemor- 
rhage be  of  that  kind  which  requires  the 
turning  the  child,  or  not. 

We  need  not  be  furprized  then  to  find, 
that  upon  a fubjeCt  of  fuch  acknowledged 
uncertainty  there  fhould  be  fome  writers 
who  give  the  moft  oppofite  advice;  for  as 
it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the  furgeon 
who  has  loft  a pat'ent  by  too  long  waiting 
for  the  natural  pains,  will,  in  all  future 
cafes,  think  it  right  to  turn  the  child 
upon  the  firft  attack  of  the  complaint,  fo 
it  is  equally  natural  to  fuppofe  that  ano- 
ther, who  has  had  fcveral  that  have  ter- 
minated fafely  without  turning,  will  think 
it  feldom  neceffarv:  thus,  to  inftance  but 
two,  * Chap?nan  invariably  recommends 
the  delivery  by  art  upon  the  firft  coming 

* EfTay  on  the  Improvement  of  Midwifery,  chiefly 
with  Regard  to  the  Operation.  1 733* 

on 
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on  of  the  complaint,  and  * Puzos  advifes 
always  to  wait  for  the  natural  pains, 
which  he  believes  will  rarely  fail  of  put- 
ting a fafe  end  to  it* 

It  is  faid  that  a late  eminent  lecturer 
in  midwifery,  in  London,  directed  his 
pupils  not  to  be  too  hafty  in  checking  the 
dilcharge,  as  he  imagined  fome  cafes  t^iat 
fell  under  his  notice  turned  out  better 
by  fuftering  the  veffels  to  unload  a little, 
than  others  did  in  which  means  were  ufed 
to  reftrain  it  upon  the  firft  attack. 

Another,  (who  is  likewife  lately  de- 
ceafed)  not  lefs  capable  of  judging  upon 
the  lubjedt,  acknowledged  himfelf  totally 
at  a lofs  what  to  advife,  and  faid,  that 
lurgeons  muft,  in  a great  meafure,  be  left 
to  their  own  diferetion  when  fuch  cafes 
occur  j but  fpeaking  in  general  terms,  he 
thought  it  right  at  fir  ft  to  endeavour  to 

* Memoire  fur  Pertes  dc  Sang. 
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check  the  Haemorrhage,  and  wait  for  na- 
ture’s afliftance  by  pains,  and  if  they 
fhould  not  come  on,  the  flooding  fhould 
increafe,  and  the  woman  grow  weaker, 
it  was  then  right  to  have  recourfe  to  deli- 
very by  art. 

It  is  hardly  neceffary  to  obferve,  that 
contradictory  as  thefe  directions  are  one 
to  another,  they  mult  all  in  their  turns 
be  improper,  as  they  are  guided  by  no 
fixed  rules  j and  if  no  information  be, 
therefore,  to  be  had  than  what  can  be  col- 
lected from  books,  and  no  other  direc- 
tions are  to  influence  our  practice  than 
the  vague  ones  we  have  mentioned,  it 
will  ever  be  uncertain,  it  mull  frequently 
be  unfuccefsful ; for  we  muft  either  wait 
undetermined  what  to  do  till  the  dis- 
charge becomes  very  profufe,  and  fo  much 
blood  is  loft  as  renders  what  we  then  do 
probably  ufelefs,  or  we  muft  do  it  before 
much  lofs  has  been  fuftained,  at  a time 
when  the  patient  appears  to  be  in  no 

danger. 
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danger,  and  when  we  cannot  have  the  Sa- 
tisfaction of  knowing  that  nature  will  not 
be  able  herfelf  to  expel  the  child,  and 
that  the  turning  is  abfolutely  necelfary: 
the  timid  practitioner,  encouraged  by  no 
certain  guide,  and  cautioufly  afraid  of 
giving  his  patient  unnecessary  pain,  we 
may  reafonably  fuppofe  will,  for  the  molt 
part,  be  guilty  of  the  firft  error ; while 
another,  who  is  more  precipitate,  will, 
through  a defire  of  preventing  the  danger  of 
delay,  as  often,  make  ufe  of  painful  means, 
when  the  efforts  of  nature,  afiifted  by 
more  gentle  methods,  would  probably  be 
equally  luccefsful;  and,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  will  likewife  unnecelfarily  expofe  his 
patient  to  the  danger  which  a too  early 
delivery  may,  pofiibly,  occafion. 

To  re  move  the  uncertainty  and  embar- 
rafiment  which  have  hitherto  attended 
the  practice  in  thefe  cafes,  and  determine 
on  more  fixed  and  rational  principles, 
when  it  is  fafe  to  wait  for  nature’s  endea- 

C 


vours 


10 


essay  on  the 


vours  to  expel  the  child,  and  when  it  is 
abfolutely  neceiTary  to  bring  it  away  by 
art,  would,  therefore,  certainly  be  an 
important  improvement  in  midwifery. 

For  this  purpofe  two  things  appear  to 
be  indilpenfably  neceiTary;  firil,  to  know 
the  reafon  why,  in  cafes  that  have  began 
cxadtly  alike,  where  the  difcharge,  pulfe, 
and  faintnefs  have  appeared  the  fame,  and 
there  has  been  no  remarkable  difference 
in  the  age,  flrength,  and  conftitution  of 
the  patient,  and  the  fame  treatment  has, 
like  wife,  been  made  ufe  of,  they  have, 
neverthelefs,  in  the  end,  turned  out  quite 
differently;  why  in  fome  the  difcharge  is 
retrained  by  uiing  the  common  palliat- 
ing means,  and  the  labour  terminates  fafely 
by  waiting  for  nature  to  empty  the  womb; 
and  in  others,  notwithftanding  the  ufe  of 
the  very  fame  methods,  it  increafes  to  a 
degree  that  expofes  the  woman's  life  to 
the  moft  immediate  danger,  and  thereby 
renders  the  turning  of  the  child  necef- 
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fary:  and,  fecondly,  to  be  able  to  pro- 
cure this  information  as  early  as  poffible 
after  the  coming  on  of  the  Hemorrhage, 
fo  as  to  enable  us  to  determine  with  cer- 
tainty, before  too  much  blood  has  been 
loft,  whether  it  be  right  to  endeavour  to 
reftrain  it  by  the  means  before  mentioned, 
or  to  proceed  at  once  to  delivery. 

A knowledge  of  the  true  caufes  that 
produce  floodings  will  give  us  all  the  in- 
formation, which  I have  confidered  as 
the  firjl  requisite  towards  an  improve- 
ment in  the  practice;  for  though  it  has 
been  little  noticed  by  thofe  who  have 
written  upon  the  fubjedt,  they  certainly 
arife  from  two  very  different  caufes,  which 
are  very  different  in  the  danger  they  pro- 
duce, and  which  require  a very  oppofite 
method  of  treatment. 

Floodings  have,  indeed,  heretofore 
been  confidered  as  ariling  from  two  dif- 
ferent caufes,  one  alone  of  which  was 
l'uppofed  dangerous,  a diftindtion  having 
been  made,  by  fome  authors,  between  the 
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difcharge  which  came  from  the  Vagina, 
and  that  which  proceeded  from  the  Ute- 
rus; and  when  it  came  from  the  Uterus, 
they  alfo  diftinguifhed  whether  it  came  , 
from  the  bottom  or  the  orifice  of  the 
womb,  by  which  was  only  meant,  whe- 
ther it  was  occafioned  by  a feparation  of 
the  Placenta,  or  whether  it  was  owing 
merely  to  a ruptuse  of  the  velTels  of  the 
Vagina  or  Os  Uteri,  produced  by  the  dif- 
tenfion  of  labour.  This  diftindtion,  to 
thofe  who  are  the  lead:  converfant 
practice,  muff  appear  trifling,  as  no  bleed- 
ing of  confequence  enough  to  deferve 
confideration  ever  comes  from  the  latter, 
and  that  which  is  the  objedt  of  the  pre- 
fent  enquiry  always  proceeds  from  the 
Uterus. 

The  feparation  of  the  Placenta  from 
the  Uterus  before  the  delivery  of  the 
child,  and  the  confequent  opening  of  its 
velTels,  muft,  therefore,  be  looked  upon 
as  the  proximate  caufe  of  every  confider- 
able  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  womb 
at  that  time;  but  this  premature  fepara- 
tion 
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tion  of  it  may  be  produced  from  very  dif- 
ferent caufes,  and  it  is  a knowledge  of 
this  difference  that  will,  in  my  opinion, 
remove  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  the 
reafon  why  the  lame  apparent  complaint 
fhould,  very  often,  fo  widely  differ  in  its 
termination,  and  at  the  fame  time  remove 
alfo  the  uncertainty  of  treating  it. 

There  is  no  particular  part  of  the 
Uterus  to  which  nature  leems  conftantly 
and  uniformly  to  fix  the  Placenta;  it  is, 
neverthelefs,  for  the  molt  part,  fo  fitu- 
ated,  that  if  the  woman  be  healthy,  and 
no  accident  befal  her,  it  does  not  feparate 
until  the  full  term  of  pregnancy,  nor  then 
before  the  entire  expulfion  of  the  child, 
after  which  it  becomes  difengaged  from 
the  Uterus,  and  is  thrown  off,  making 
room  tor  its  entire  contraction,  which 
fhutting»up  the  mouths  of  the  velfels,  ef- 
fectually prevents  any  confiderable  lofs  of 
blood;  for  which  purpofe,  it  is  plain  it 
muft  be  fixed  to  fome  part  of  the  womb 
which  does  not  dilate  during  labour; 
namely,  to  the  fundus  or  fides  of  it. 
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In  this  cafe,  then,  when  a flooding 
comes  on  before  the  delivery  of  the  child, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  feparation  of  the 
Placenta  muft  be  owing  to  fome  acci- 
dental circumftance,  to  violence  done  to 
the  Uterus  by  blows  or  fills,  to  fome  pe- 
culiar laxity  of  the  uterine  veffels  from, 
badnefs  of  habit,  or  fever,  or  to  fome  in- 
fluence of  the  pafiions  of  the  mind  fud- 
denly  excited,  fuch  as  fear,  anger.  See. 

Cut  from  the  uncertainty  with  which 
(as  before  obferved)  nature  fixes  the  Pla- 
centa to  the  Uterus,  it  may  happen  to 
be  fo  fituated,  that  when  the  full  term  of 
pregnancy  is  arrived,  and  labor  begins,  a 
flooding  neccjfarily  accompanies  it,  and 
without  the  intervention  of  any  of  the 
above  accidental  circumftances;  that  is, 
when  it  is  fixed  to  that  part  of  the 
womb  which  always  dilates  as  labor  ad- 
vances, namely,  the  Collum  and  Os  Uteri, 
in  which  cafe  it  is  very  certain  that  the 
Placenta  cannot,  as  before  deferibed,  re- 
main fecure  till  the  expul fion  of  the 
child,  but  muff,  of  neceffity,  be  fepa- 

rated 
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rated  from  it  in  proportion  as  the  Uterus 
opens,  and,  by  that  means-,  an  Hemor- 
rhage muff  unavoidably  be  produced. 

That  floodings,  which  arifc  from  thefe 
two  different  caufes,  which  I will  dif- 
tinguifh  by  the  names  of  accidental  and 
unavoidable , though  they  may  appear  ex- 
actly limilar  in  their  firft  fymptoms,  fhould 
terminate  very  differently  if  left  to  na- 
ture, aflifted  only  by  the  palliating  means 
before  mentioned,  cannot  feem  if  range ; 
nor  can  it  be  a doubt  that  of  thefe  two 
kinds  of  floodings  only  one  of  them, 
namely,  that  which  is  produced  by  an 
accidental  feparation  of  the  Placenta,  can 
be  relieved  by  the  ufe  of  thefe  palliative? ; 
and  that  the  other,  in  which  the  Placenta 
is  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri,  and  the  flood- 
ing is  therefore  unavoidable , cannot  pofli- 
bly  be  fuppreffed  by  any  other  method 
whatever  than  the  timely  removal  of  the 
contents  of  the  womb;  for  fuppoflng  the 
difcharge  to  be  for  a while  reftrained  by 
bleeding,  medicine,  cool  air,  <5cc.  it  will 
inevitably  return  when  nature  is  fo  far  re- 
covered 
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covered  as  again  to  bring  on  labor:  in  the 
firfL  cafe,  if  the  Haemorrhage  have  been 
checked  by  the  ule  of  the  above  means 
it  is  not  impofiible  but  labor  may  come 
on,  and  the  child  be  fafely  expelled  by 
the  natural  pains  before  it  returns,  or  if 
it  Ihould  return,  it  may  not  increafe  in 
quantity j as  in  this  cafe,  very  probably, 
the  feparated  part  of  the  Placenta,  which 
occafions  the  difeharge,  remains  nearly 
the  fame;  whereas,  in  the  other  cafe,  in 
which  the  dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri  pro- 
duces the  feparation  of  the  Placenta, 
every  return  of  pain  mult  be  a return  of 
tjjie  bleeding,  and  it  mull  become  greater 
and  greater  as  the  Uterus  opens  more  and 
more,  and  the  Placenta  is  in  proportion 
detached,  till  it  increafes  to  a degree  that 
exhaulls  the  patient,  and  the  dies  before 
nature  has  been  able  to  expel  the  child. 
That  fuch  mull  inevitably  be  the  progrefs 
and  event  of  floodings  ariflng  from  fuch 
a caufe,  if  left  to  nature,  is  too  obvious 
to  be  further  infilled  on. 
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That  this  attachment  of  the  Placenta 
to  the  Os  Uteri  is  much  oftener  a caufe 
of  floodings  than  authors  and  pra&itioners 
are  aware  of,  I am  from  experience  fully 
fatisfied;  and  fo  far  am  I convinced  of 
its  frequent  occurrence,  that  I am  ready 
to  believe  that  moft,  if  not  all,  of  thofe 
cafes  which  require  turning  the  child,  are 
produced  by  this  unfortunate  original  iitu- 
ation  of  it;  and,  moreover,  (which  is 
perhaps  of  as  much  practical  importance 
to  know,)  when  the  Placenta  is  not  fo 
fituated,  the  events  of  the  annexed  cafes- 
authorife  me  to  fay,  that  if  the  patietit 
be  properly  managed,  nature  will,  for  the 
moft  part,  terminate  the  labor  fafely  with- 
out any  manual  aftiftance  of  the  furgeon : 
and,  independent  of  the  proofs  which  ex- 
perience gives,  it  feems  reafonable  that 
in  the  latter  cafe  it  fhould  be  fo ; for 
thofe  who  are  much  converfant  with  the 
difficult  part  of  midwifery,  muft  have  ob- 
ferved,  how  much  more  nature  is  able  to 
do  for  her  own  relief  than  is  commonly 

D imagined. 
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imagined,  and  how,  unexpectedly,  die 
will  fometimes  efFeCt  what  art  has  been,,  a 
long  time,  in  vain  attempting.  If  we  acd 
to  this,  that  when  any  dangerous  circum- 
dance  afFeCts  the  Uterus,  nature  ever 
makes  fome  efFort  to  remove  it,  need  we 
be  furprifed,  that  in  thefe  cafes,  when  the 
Placenta  is  not  at  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  and  there  is,  therefore  no  impedi- 
diment  to  its  dilatation,  and  the  expuliion 
of  the  child,  the  fhotild,  for  the  mod 
part,  fafely  efFeCt  both  ? 

I have  the  fatisfaCtion  of  adding  two 
very  refpeCtable  authorities  in  further 
confirmation  of  what  I have  juft  faid  j the 
one  is  of  Mr.  Charles  White,  of  Man- 
cheder,  and  the  other  of  Dr.  John  Aikin, 
of  Yarmouth,  gentlemen  well  known 
both  as  practitioners  and  as  writers.  Mr. 
White,  who  has  had  the  moil  extenfive 
practice  in  midwifery,  as  there  was  a time 
when  alrnolF  all  the  difficult  cafes  not  only 
in  Manchefier,  but  in  a very  populous 

neighbourhood 
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neighbourhood  through  a large  circuit  of 
many  miles  fell  under  his  care,  and  who 
is  therefore  well  qualified  to  judge  upon 
the  fubjedt,  tells  me,  “ That  the  diftinc- 
tion  I make  between  floodings  which  are 
accidental , and  thofe  which  are  unavoidable , 
perfectly  agrees  with  his  experience  in 
fuch  cafes ; and  that  he  is  very  clear  that 
few,  if  any,  of  the  former  require  turn- 
ing and  delivery  by  art.”  And  Dr.  Aikin, 
whofe  pradtice  in  midwifery  has  alfo  been 
confiderable,  fays,  “ That  he  has  never  had 
occalion  to  ufe  forcible  dilatation  and  turnin  2; 
except  where  the  Placenta  has  been  found 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Uterus.” 

There  are  not,  indeed,  wanting  rela- 
tions of  cafes  in  which  the  Placenta  has 
been  found  at  the  mouth  of  the  Uterus, 
but  it  was  ufually  fuppofed  to  have  been 
feparated  from  fome  other  part  it,  and 
puflied  down  into  that  fituation  by  its 
own  gravity,  and  the  force  of  the  natural 
pains ; and  fome  have  even  denied  the 

D 2 poffibility 
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poiiibility  of  its  ever  being  originally 
fixed  there. 

* Mauriceau  has  a long  chapter  on  this 
fubjedt,  and  has  related  a great  many  cafes 
of  floodings  in  which  he  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  turn  the  child*  and  in  which  the 
Placenta  prefented;  but  he  fuppofes  that 
where  this  is  the  cafe,  that  it  is  ever 
wholly  detached  front  the  Uterus,  and 
con fi dering  it,  therefore,  as  a foreign 
body,  he  recommends  that  it  fhould  al- 
ways be  immediately  brought  away,  un- 
lefs  the  membranes  adhere  fo  ftrongly  to 
it  and  to  the  Uterus  as  to  endanger  the 
latter  by  the  removal  of  it. 

-j~  La  Motte  relates  feveral  cafes  of  this 
kind;  but  he  likewife  fuppofes,  that  when 
the  Placenta  is  thus  fituated,  that  it  is 

■*  Traitedcs  Maladies  des  Femmes  grofles,  &c.  fixieme 
edition,  1721. 

+ General  Treatife  of  Midwifery,  tranllated  by  T om- 
Tcyns,  1746. 
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wholly  detached,  and  advifes,  therefore, 
that  it  Ihould  be  brought  away  before^the 
delivery  of  the  child. 

In  Portal’ s Cafes  in  Midwifery  there  are 
eight  in  which  he  was  under  the  necef- 
fity  of  delivering  by  art,  on  account  of  dan- 
gerous Haemorrhages,  and  in  all  of  them  he 
found  the  Placenta  at  the  mouth  of  the 
womb. 

Dionis*  fays,  <£  That  the  after-birth 
fometimes  loofens  before  the  membranes’, 
which  contain -the  waters,  are  broke,  and 
when  the  infant  turns  itfelf  it  is  to  be 
found  at  the  internal  orifice  of  the 
Womb.” 

Ruyfcb  -f*  fays,  “ It  is  well  known  that 
the  Placenta  Uterina  fometimes  prolapfes 
or  fubfides  before  the  foetus  in  the  time  of 
parturition.” 

* Treatife  of  Midwifery,  tranflated  from  the  French, 
,7I9* 

+ Pra&ical  Obfervations  in  Surgery  and  Midwifery, 
Englifh  Tranflation,  1751. 
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Deventer  * relates,  that  when  the  Pla- 

% 

centa  is  detached  from  the  Uterus,  it  is 
ufually  found  at  the  orifice,  to  which  it 
defcends  by  its  weight,  “ ou  fon  poids 
V entraine ; he  calls  it  likewife,  “ la 
chute”  the  falling  down  of  the  Placenta; 
and  he  further  fays,  fpeaking  of  a woman 
flooding  in  labor,  “ 11  la  faut  accoucher 
promptement  et  Jans  attendre  a la  extremity 
Ji  Von  connoit  par  V attouchement , que  la 
Placenta  eft  tombe  a la  orifice . 

Giffard  has  more  than  twenty  cafes 
where  the  Placenta  was  found  at  the  Os 
Uteri,  but  he  plainly  fuppofes  that  it  had 
not  been  originally  fixed  there;  for  he 
lays,  “ It  is  cuftomary  in  floodings  to 
find  the  Placenta  funk  down  to  the  mouth 
of  the  womb.’* 

Smellie,  in  his'  fil’d  volume  of  mid- 
wifery, more  than  once  mentions  the  pof- 

* Obfervations  importantes  far  ]e  Manuel  des  Ac- 
' couchemens,  traduites  du  Latin,  1734. 

. 4 Cafes  in  Midwifery,  1734. 
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Ability  of  the  Placenta  being  fixed  to 
this  part  of  the  Uterus,  and  in  his  third 
volume  defcribes  feveral  cafes  in  which  it 
was  there  fituated;  but  there  are  no  prac- 
tical inferences  drawn  from  them,  nor,  in 
his  dire&ions  about  the  management  of 
floodings,  are  there  any  rutes  given  rela- 
tive to  this  lituation  of  it. 

In  a Treatife  on  Midwifery,  by  Benja- 
min Pugh,  publifhed  in  1754,  is  the 
following  obfervation  on  this  fubjedt: 
“ * The  Placenta  fometimes  loolens  be- 
“ fore  the  membranes,  which  contain  the 
“ waters,  are  broke,  and  by  the  child’s 
“ turning  itfelf,  it  is  fometimes  found  to 
“ prefent  at  thp  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
“ it  is  to  be  known  by  the  touch  from 
“ the  membranes,  head,  or  any  part  of 
“ the  child,  by  its  being  a foft  fpongy 
“ body,'  without  form,  and  quite  dif— 
**  ferent  from  the  flefh  of  the  child. 


C 


* Page  112. 
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“ which  is  always  more  folid;  fo  that 
“ fince  it  is  of  no  ufe  to  the  child,  but 
“ the  reverfe,  from  the  moment  it  is  fe- 
“ parated  from  the  womb,  the  operator 
“ mud  flide  his  hand  on  one  lide,  break 
“ the  membranes,  let  out  the  waters,  and 
“ extradl  the  child  by  the  feet  immedi- 
“ ately.  If  the  membranes  are  broke, 
“ and  the  Placenta  in  the  palfage,  you 
“ muff  fird  bring  that  forth,  and  then 
“ extract  the  child.” 

There  is  a fimilar  cafe  related  by  Dr. 
D'Urban , in  his  Latin  DilTertation  on  the 
Ha?morrhagia  Uterina,  which  he  evidently 
confiders  as  a mod:  unufual  one;  for  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  Placenta  being  thpre  fituated,  and 
thereby  producingthe  flooding,  he  fays,  “Jin- 
gitlarem  Hasmorrhagiashujuscaufim  fuide.” 

In  * Levrei' s Treathe  on  Midwifery, 
publiflied  at  Paris  a few  years  ago,  there  is 

* L’Art  des  Accouchemens,  &c.  par  M.  Andrq 
Eevret,  troifieme  edition,  1766. 

a very 
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a very  excellent  ^diflertation  on  this  fub- 
jed:,  in  which  the  author  proves,  fiom 
very  fatis  factory  reafoning,  that  the  Pla- 
centa may  be  iituated  on  the  Os  Uteri 
without  having  been  previoufly  Separated 
from  fome  other  part  of  it,  and  pufhed 
down  there ; he  illuftrates  this  by  four 
cafes  in  which  the  Placenta  was  attached 
to  the  Os  Uteri;  two  of  which  were  un- 
der his  own  care,  another  was  communi- 
cated by  a friend,  and  the  lad;  was  taken 
from  the  relation  of  a dilfedtion  of  a 
gravid  Uterus,  publifhed  in  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at 
Paris  in  1723,  in  which  the  Placenta  was 
found  there  lituated,  and  had  been  the 
caufe  of  an  Haemorrhage,  which  proved 
mortal. 


* Diflertation  fur  la  Caufe  la  plus  ordinaire,  et  ce- 
pendant  la  moins  conaue,  des  Pertes  des  Sang  qui  ar- 
rivent  inopinement  a quelques  Femmes  dans  les  derniers 
Terns  de  leur  GroflTefTe,  et  le  feul  et  unique  Moyen  d’y 
remedier  efficacement.  Page  353. 


E 


Dr . 


26 


ESSAY  ON  THE 

Dr . Hunter , in  his  beautiful  engravings 
of  different  views  of  the  gravid  Uterus, 
lately  published,  has  one  in  which  the 
Placenta  was  found  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and 
had  been  the  caufe  of  a fatal  flooding. 

There  are  likewife  feveral  cafes  of 
floodings  in  which  the  Placenta  was  fitu- 
ated  on  the  Os  Uteri,  related  in  * Leroux 
Oblervations  on  Hemorrhages,  which  hap- 
pen to  women  in  labor,  but  as  his 
principal  defign  was  to  conlider  the  na- 
ture and  management  of  Hemorrhages 
which  occur  after  the  expulfion  of  the 
child,  he  takes  but  flight  notice  of  this 
peculiar  circumftance. 

More  authorities  might  ftill  be  pro- 
duced to  prove  that  the  Placenta  has 
been  often  found  in  this  fituation,  but 
thefe  are  fufficientj  and  I have  not  the 


* Obfervations  far  les  Pertes  de  Sang  des  Femmes 
cn  couches  et  fur  !e  Moyen  de  les  guerir,  par  M. 
LEROUX.  A Dijon,  1776. 

lead 
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lead  doubt  but  in  all  of  them  it  was  ori- 
ginally fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri;  it  is  pofli- 
ble,  indeed,  if  the  womb  open  with  un- 
ufual  facility  and  quicknefs,  and  the  wo- 
man, through  a peculiar  constitutional 
Strength,  be  able  to  fupport  the  lofs  of 
blood  which  mult  nccefiarily  be  produced 
by  it,  that  the  Placenta  may  become 
wholly  detached ; and  its  having  been 
fometimes  found  lying  loofe  there,  is,  un- 
doubtedly, the  reafon  why  it  has  been 
fuppofed  to  have  been  feparated  from 
fome  other  part  of  the  womb,  and  to  have 
fallen  down  into  that  lituation : the  im- 
possibility of  fuch  a circumstance  will, 
however,  be  very  evident,  if  we  confider 
the  anatomy  of  the  gravid  Uterus;  for  the 
Spongy  Chorion*,  which,  bv  an  univer- 
fal  adhefion,  connects  the  membranes  to 

the 


* This  fine  cellular  fubftance,  which  is  the  conne&ing 
medium  between  the  Uterus  and  the  Chorion,  and 
through  which  an  infinite  number  of  vellels  ramify,  was 
delcribed  by  the  late  Dr.  M‘Ivenzie,  under  the  name  I 
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the  Uterus,  and  which  is  an  expanfion  of 
the  furface  of  the  Placenta,  muft  effec- 
tually prevent  the  latter  from  changing 
its  place,  whilft  the  former  remains  unfe- 
parated,  which  I am  convinced,  from  fe- 
veral  diffeftions,  it  always  does  till  the 
expulfion  of  the  child  j indeed,  there 
muft  be  a partial  feparation  of  this  mem- 
brane, in  the  fpace  between  the  Placenta 
and  the  Os  Uteri,  to  allow  of  the  dif- 
chnrge  of  blood  into  the  Vagina,  but 
there  muft  be  an  entire  fepafation  of  it, 
above  as  well  as  below  the  Placenta,  to 
admit  of  its  falling  down*  which,  I fhould 
fuppofe,  could  never  take  place  before 
the  delivery  of  the  child. 

It  may  appear  extraordinary,  that  a 
circumftance,  attended  with  fo  much 
danger,  and  which  feeins  to  be  fo  fre- 
quent a caufe  of  the  Uterine  Hasmor- 

havc  ufed,  but  it  is  fometimes  called  the  Mctnbrana 
Cribriformis , and  I find  Dr.  Hunter,  in  his  anatomical 
plates  of  the  gravid  Uterus,  gives  it  the  name  of  De- 
cidua. 

rhage 
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rhage,  fhould  have  hitherto  been  fo  little 
noticed;  for  though,  in  the  cafes  which 
have  been  juft  alluded  to,  the  Placenta 
was  found  at  the  Os  Uteri,  yet  it  was,  in 
very  few  of  them,  fuppofed  to  have  been 
originally  fixed  there,  and  I make  no 
doubt  but  it  has  often  happened  when  it 
has  not  been  known  at  all  to  the  furgeon, 
as  I am  induced  to  believe,  that  in  the 
greateft  number  of  thofe  inftances  in 
which  the  women  have  died  undelivered, 
the  floodings  have  been  produced  by  this 
attachment  of  it:  but  this  is  eaflly  ac- 
counted for,  when  we  conlider,  that  it  is 
very  rarely  that  a furgeon  has  an  opportu- 
nity of  opening  the  gravid  Uterus  after 
death,  that  there  are  very  few  fymptoms 
in  the  courfe  of  the  complaint  which 
might  lead  a perfon  unapprized  of  its 
frequent  occurrence  to  fuch  a conjecture, 
and  that  in  the  early  part  of  labor,  when 
the  Uterus  is  high  in  the  Pelvis,  and  the 
Os  Ti  ncaa  is  very  little  open,  it  is  not 
difcoverable  by  the  ufual  mode  of  exami- 
nation r 
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nation:  we  may  alfo  add,  that  in  thole 
few  cafes  where  there  has  been  i'ufficient 
ftrength  to  admit  of  its  being  completely 
open,  the  Placenta  mull:  have  been  found 
loofe;  and,  moreover,  which  is  perhaps 
the  principal  reafon,  that  the  number  of 
floodings  which  happen,  when  compared 
to  the'  number  of  labors,  is  fo  fmall,  that 
very  few  mulf  come  under  the  notice  of 
thofe  who  are  engaged  only  in  private 
practice,  not  enough,  probably,  in  their 
whole  lives,  to  draw  their  attention  fuui- 
ciently  to  the  fubjedt,  or  to  make  them 
competent  judges  of  it. 

Admitting,  then,  that  floodings  are 
produced  by  thefe  two  different  caules, 
and  that  they  require  a treatment  fo  widely 
different,  we  cannot  be  at  a lols  when 
,fuch  occur  to  us,  and  we  have  difeovered 
the  particular  caufe  from  which  they  arife, 
how  to  adt;  as,  in  the  one  calc,  we  fhall 
be  encouraged  to  wait,  and  make  ufe  of 
fuch  means  to  reflirain  the  difeharge  as 

will 
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will  be  more  particularly  mentioned  here- 
after, and  in  the  other  we  {hall  not  hefi- 
tate  to  have  recourfe  to  delivery  by  art; 
for  it  is  very  obvious  that  the  want  of  fuc- 
cefs  which  has  fo  often  attended  the  turn- 
ing the  child,  when  fuch  has  been  thought 
neceffary,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  opera- 
tion having  been  too  long  delayed,  rather 
than  to  any  real  danger  that  attends  the  cau- 
tious performance  of  it;  as  if  it  be  not  at- 
tempted, as  ufually  happens,  till  the  woman 
be  well  nigh  exhausted,  it  muft  certainly 
be  a doubtful  matter  whether  fhe  lives 
through  the  operation,  or,  if  {he  lurvive 
that,  whether  the  debilitated  Uterus  will  be 
able  to  contract  itfelf  when  its  contents 
are  removed,  fo  far  as  to  put  an  entire  ftop 
to  the  diicharge;  the  chances  under  fuch 
circumftances  being  then  fo  unfavourable, 
no  wonder  that  the  mold  cautious  and  fkil- 
ful  turning  of  the  child  has  fo  l'eldom 
been  attended  with  fuccefs. 

The  fuccefs  of  turning  depending, 
therefore,  entirely  upon  its  being  done 

before 
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before  the  patient  has  loft  too  much 
blood,  it  is  a matter  of  the  utmoft  im- 
portance to  obtain  an  early  knowledge  of 
the  neceflity  there  is  of  doing  it,  or  in 
other  words,  to  know  at  the  beginning 
of  the  dil'charge,  whether  it  be  produced 
by  the  Placenta  being  iituated  on  the  Os 
Uteri,  or  not,  which  is  the  fecojid  cir- 
cumftance  I before  confidered  as  efi'enti- 
ally  necefiary  to  enable  the  furgeon  to 
practice  with  certainty  in  thefe  cafes,  and 
concerning  which  I fliall  now  endeavour 
to  give  fome  directions. 

There  is,  perhaps,  fome  difference  to 
be  obferved  in  the  time  and  manner  that  . 
floodings,  produced  by  thefe  different  1 
caufes,  come  on ; probably  that  which  is 
occafioned  by  the  Placenta  being  fixed  to 
the  Os  Uteri,  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
not  come  on  till  the  full  term  of  parturi- 
tion, when  the  Uterus  begins  to  ''BilatC 
from  the  approach  of  labor;  the  other,  *• 
which  is  owing  to  fome  accidental  fepara- 
tion  of  the  Placenta,  may,  on  the  othef^J 

hand:  ? 
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hand,  come  on  before  labor  begins,  and 
indeed  at  any  time  during  pregnancy; 
and,  pofiibly,  were  we  to  be  very  nice  in 
our  enquiries,  it  might  be  accounted  for 
by  the  patient’s  having  received  fome  ex- 
ternal injury,  having  fuffered  by  a fever, 
or  undergone  fome  fudden  and  confider- 
able  fright,  &c,  but  as  thefe,  with  other 
fymptoms  that  might,  very  likely,  be 
enumerated,  are  at  belt  but  vague  and 
equivocal,  and  as  alfo  though  the  Pla- 
centa be  fituated  on  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  it  may,  neverthelefs,  fometimes 
be  feparated  by  the  fame  accidental  means 
which  detach  it  when  otherwile  fitu- 
ated, the  only  certain  knowledge  refpedt- 
ing  its  fituation  is  to  be  derived  from  an 
examination  of  the  Uterus  by  the  touch. 

For  this  purpofe,  however,  the  ufual 
method  with  one  finger  will  not  always 
fufiice,  but  the  hand  muft  be  introduced 
into  the  Vagina,  and  one  finger  infinuated 
into  the  Uterus*;  for  in  feveral  of  the 

following 

* I have  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  an  accurate 
copy  of  the  late  Dr.  Young’s  very  excellent  Le&ifres 
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following  cafes  it  will  appear,  that  though 
the  women  were  frequently  examined  in 
the  ufual  way,  the  Placenta  was  not  dif- 
covered  till  the  hand  was  admitted  for  the 
purpofe  of  turning  the  child  : if  this  be 
done  ilowly  and  cautioufly,  and  the  hand 
be  properly  lubricated,  it  will  feldom  give 
the  patient  much  pain;  but  if  it  fhould 
give  fome  pain,  as  it  is  to  obtain  informa- 
tion fo  effentially  neceflary  to  her  fafety, 
that  ought  never  to  induce  us  to  omit 
doing  it,  or  to  do  it  imperfectly : if  the 
Placenta  be  at  the  mouth  of  the  Uterus,  it 
will  be  immediately  felt  by  the  finger, 
and  may  be  diftinguifhed  from  the  mem- 
branes by  its  greater  thicknefs,  and  from 
coagula  of  blood,  by  the  irregularity  and 

the  Theory  and  Pra&ice  of  Midwifery,  and  though 
he  takes  no  notice  of  this  fingular  fituatioii  of  the 'Pla- 
centa, he  advifes  in  floodings  always  to  examine  the 
{late  of  the  Uterus,  by  introducing  hand,  into  the  Fa- 
, glna ; the  reafon  he  gives  for  it  is,  that  the  coagulated 
5 blood,  which  is  ufually  found  in  the  pafiage,  renders  it 
impoflibie  to  feel  the  Os  Uteri  with  fufficient  dilfindt- 
nefs  by  the  finger  alone:  if,  then,  it  be  right  when  the 
n fituation  of  the  Placenta  is  not  an  object  of  enquiry, 
the  propriety  of  my  recommending  it  above  mufl  be  very 
obvious. 

roughnefs 

4 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  35 
roughnefs  of  its  interior  furface,  which 
will  then  prefent  to  the  finger. 

It  muff  be  acknowledged,  indeed,  that 
it  may  fometimes  happen,  that  at  the  very 
firft  coming  on  of  the  complaint,  if  the 
difcharge  be  fmall,  and  more  efpecially  if 
it  be  the  patient’s  firft  child,  and  the  parts 
be  clofe  and  unyielding,  the  admiffion  of 
the  hand  into  the  Vagina,  as  I have  di- 
rected, will  be  attended  with  the  utmoft 
difficulty,  and,  perhaps,  be  almoft  im- 
practicable:— in  this  cafe  let  us  wait  (but 
let  it  be  with  the  patient)  till  the  difcharge 
increafes,  or  has  continued  long  enough  to 
relax  the  parts;  for  certainly,  if  the  wo- 
man be  able  to  bear  lofing  a little  blood, 
which  at  firft  fhe  may  fafely  do,  the  exa- 
mination will  be  thereby  rendered  more 
eafy,  and  the  turning  the  child,  if  ne- 
ceflary,  be  more  practicable  and  fafe. 

Supposing,  then,  that  the  Placenta 
fhould,  from  this  enquiry,  be  found  at 

F 2 the 
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the  mouth  of  the  womb,  the  furgeon 
will  be  at  once  convinced  - of  the  danger 
that  muff  unavoidably  attend  delay,  from 
the  impoffibility  there  will  be  of  afford- 
ing the  woman  relief  by  any  other  means 
than  the  timely  removal  of  the  child,  and 
will,  on  that  account,  not  hefitate  to  de- 
liver before  too  great  a lofs  has  been 
fuflained. 

In  recommending  early  delivery,  I 
think  it  right,  however,  to  exprefs  a 
caution  againft  the  premature  introduc- 
tion of  the  hand,  and  the  too  forcible 
dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri,  before  it  is 
fufficiently  relaxed  by  pain  or  difeharge* 
for  it  is,  undoubtedly*  very  certain,  that 
the  turning  may  be  performed  too  fco:V 
as  well  as  too  late,  and  that  the  confe- 
quences  of  the  one  may  be  as  deftrubtive 
to  the  patient  as  the  other.  I am  parti- 
cularly led  to  obferve  this,  as  I have 
lately  been  informed,  from  very  good  au- 
hcrity,  (namely,  a gentleman  to  whom 


one 
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one  of  the  cafes  occurred)  of  three  un- 
happy inftances  of  an  error  of  this  fort, 
which  happened  fome  years  ago  to  three 
furgeons  of  eftablifhed  reputation,  who, 
from  the  fuccefs  they  had  met  with  in  de- 
livering feveral  who  were  reduced  to  the 
laft  extremity,  were  encouraged  to  at- 
tempt it  where  but  very  little  blood  had 
been  loft,  in  hopes  that  their  patient’s 
conftitutions  would  fuller  lefs  injury,  and 
their  recovery  be  more  fpeedy;  which, 
till  the  experiment  was  made-,  was  a very 
reafonable  fup'pofttibnj  the  Women  died, 
and  they  teemed  convinced  that  their 
deaths  were  owing  to  the  violence  of 
being  delivered  too  foon,  and  not  to  the 
lofs  of  blood  or  any  other  c-aute. 

It  becomes  then  neceftary  to  endeavour 
to  afcertain,  with  a degree  of  accuracy, 
the  precife  time  when  we  may  proceed 
to  deliver,  without  fea-r  of  incurring  the 
ill  eftedts  either  of  precipitancy  or  delay. 

It  has  been  advifed  never  to  introduce 

\ 

the  hand  till  nature  has  fhewn  fome  dif- 

pofttion 
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pofltion  to  relieve  herfelf,  by  the  dilita- 
tion  of  the  Os  Uteri  to  the  fize  of  a (hil- 
ling, or  a half  crown ; and  this  rule  is 
certainly  founded  on  a rational  principle; 
for  when  it  is  fo  much  dilated,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  the  turning  may  be  eafilv  and 
fafely  effected;  but  from  fome  of  the  an- 
nexed cafes  it  appears,  that  a dilatation  to 

|L  v 

this  degree  fometimes  does  not  take  place 
at  all,  and  that  even  when  the  woman  is 
dying  from  the  great  lols  of  blood,  the 
Uterus  is  very  little  open;  the  reafon  for 
which  fee  ms  to  be,  that  when  the  dis- 
charge has  been  confidcrable,  and  more 
particularly  when  much  blood  has  been 
fuddenly-  loft,  fuch  a faintnefs  is  brought 
on,  that  though  the  Uterus  be  totally  re- 
laxed, and  might  therefore  be  opened  by 
the  molt  gentle  efforts,  yet  nature  is  un- 
able to  make  ufe  of  thofe  efforts ; and, 
moreover,1  if  there  be  flight  pains,  the 
adhelion  of  the  Placenta  to  the  internal 
l'urface  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb  coun- 
teracts their  influence,  and  thereby  hin- 
ders its  giving  way  to  a power,  which 

would 
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would  otherwife,  probably,  very  eafily 
open  it. 

It  appears,  then,  that  this  rule,  if  in- 
variably adhered  to,  would,  in  fome  cafes, 
be  attended  with  danger,  as  we  might  wait 
for  the  opening  of  the  Uterus  till  it  was 
too  late  to  relieve  the  woman  by  turning  the 
child;  and  for  this  reafon  it  feems  right 
that  we  iliould  be  fometimes  as  much  in- 
fluenced by  the  Os  Uteri  being  in  a ftate 
capable  of  dilatation  without  violence,  as 
by  its  being  really  open ; when  this  is  the 
cafe,  therefore,  if  the  woman’s  fituation 
demand  fpeedy  afliftance,  we  fhould  not 
helitate  to  attempt  delivery,  even  though 
to  the  touch  the  Uterus  feem  quite  fhut, 
more  efpecially  as  in  making  the  attempt, 
we  fliall  know,  before  we  can  poflibly 
have  injured  the  Uterus,  whether  it  be  lafe 
to  proceed ; — if  the  womb  readily  give 
way,  and  the  hand  pafs  with  eale,  we  may 
be  certain  no  harm  will  follow,  and  may. 
Ion  that  account,  profecute  the  turning ; 

but 
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but  if,  on  the  contrary,  there  immediately 
come  on  a contraction  of  the  Os  Uteri, 
that  in  a purfe-like  manner  tightly  fur- 
rounds  the  fingers,  it  will  prove  difficult, 
and  we  ought  therefore  to  defift,  and 
wait  till  the  part  be  more  relaxed  by  pain 
or  difeharge,  as  difficulty,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  mull  certainly,  with  refpeCt  to 
the  operation,  be  the  truefl  criterion  of 
danger. 

As  an  encouragement  that  we  may  fafely 
fuffer  a woman,  under  fuch  circumflances, 
to  lofe  more  blood,  the  contraction  may 
certainly  be  looked  upon  as  a proof  that 
there  ftill  remains  a confidcrable  portion 
of  animal  ftrength,  and  that  fhe  has  not 
been  fo  much  affeCted  by  the  lofs  as  we 
before  imagined ; and  if  we  can  fo  far 
moderate  the  difeharge  as  to  prevent  the 
blood  from  being  too  fuddenly  loft,  which, 
in  fuch  a cafe,  it  muft  be  our  endeavour 
to  do,  a very  confiderable  quantity  may 
come  away  without  endangering  the  life 
of  the  patient.  But  in  waiting  for  a fur- 
ther 
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-ther  relaxation,  we  ought,  by  no  means  to 
leave  the  woman,  not  even  if  the  flooding, 
from  the  means  we  have  ufed  to  moderate 
it,  be  totally  fupprefled ; as  when  the  Pla- 
centa is  here  fituated,  the  Hemorrhage 
will  fometimes  return  fo  fuddenly  and 
profufely,  that  if  the  furgeon  be  not  at 

hand  immediately  to  bring  away  the  child, 

) 

the  woman  periflies  in  a very  little  time. 

The  cafe  of  the  King’s  coachman’s 
wife,  related  by  Smellie  in  his  anfwer  to 
Douglas',  is  a flriking  proof  of  the  danger 
of  leaving  a patient  in  fuch  a fituation. 
The  woman  had  flooded  feveral  times  from 
the  middle  of  the  feventh  month  to  within 
a fortnight  of  her  full  reckoning,  at 
which  time  it  increafed  much,  floe  had 
flight  pains,  and  the  Os  Uteri  was  found 
to  be  open  to  the  fize  of  a fixpence,  beyond 
which  was  a foft  fubftance  that  felt  like 
the  Placenta  j as  the  dilatation  was, 
thought,  inluflicient  to  admit  of  delivery, 
he  determined  to  wait;  the  advice  of 

G another 
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another  phyfician  was  taken,  who  con- 
curred with  him  that  it  was  proper  to 
wait  till  “ thofe  pains  fhould  bring  on 
right  labour,”  they  therefore  left  the  pa- 
tient, but  in  a few  hours  after  he  was 
again  fent  for,  when  he  found  her  in  Inch 
extreme  faintnefs,  that  fine  expired  foon 
after  his  arrival  : the  body  was  opened, 
and  the  Placenta  was  found  at  the  Os 
Uteri. — It  is  obferved,  indeed,  that  a trial 
was  then  made  to  open  the  mouth  of. the 
womb,  but  it  was  not  effected  without 
muda  difnculty  and  a laceration  ; fuch  an 
accident  happening,  however,  after  death, 
(when  every  itrong  membranous  part  is 
equally  incapable  of  contraction  and  ex- 
tenfion,)  is  no  proof  that  if  the  mod  fa- 

i 

vourable  opportunity  had  been  watched 
for,  and  a gradual  and  repeated  endeavour 
to  open  it  had  been  before  made,  it  would 
not  have  lucceeded.  Their  determining  to 
wait  “ till  right  labour  ihould  come  on,” 
and  leaving  their  patient  without  appre- 
hending its  bringing  on  an  increafe  of  the 

difeharge. 
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difcharge,  proves  their  not  having  thought 
about  the  Placenta,  and  their  not  being, 
aware  of  the  unavoidable  confequence  of 
fuch  a fituation  of  it ; and  I have  related 
the  cafe  as  much  to  prove  this,  as  to  ex- 
emplify the  danger  of  leaving  a patient 
under  fuch  circumftances. 

To  fleer  fafely,  then,  between  the  two 
dangerous  extremes,  it  appears  neceffary 
that,  on  the  one  hand,  we  fhould.  never 
deliver  until  the  dilatation  of  the  womb 
can  be^effedled  without  violence ; and,  on 
the  other  hand,  when  it  has  been  fufficiently 
relaxed  by  difcharge,  if  the  woman  have 
fuflbred  much  by  it,  that  we  fhould  no 
longer  defer  it,  notwithflanding,  fr,om  the 
abfe^ice  or  ineflicacy  pf  pajn,  the  Os  Uteri 
lhoiald  remain  unopened ; yet,  after  all,  as 
turning  fee  ms  to  be  chiefly,  ncoelfary  when 
the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  and  that  cjrcumflance  can  feldom 
be  known  till  the  hand  be  introduced  into 
the  Vagina,  and  one  finger  be  infinuated 

G 2 into 
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into  the  Uterus,  I fhould  imagine  it  is  not 
very  likely  that  we  fhould  often  be  in 
danger  of  injuring  the  patient  by  prema- 
ture delivery,  as  when  the  hand  pafles 
ealily  into  the  Vagina,  1 fhould  fuppofe 
there  will  be  feldom  much  difficulty  in 
its  admiffion  into  the  Uterus. 

Independent,  however,  of  the  de- 
gree of  dilatation  of  the  Os  Uteri  which 
may  have  taken  place,  or  of  its  being  in  a 
flate  lafely  admitting  of  a fufficient  dila- 

i r . 

tation  by  art,  cafes  may  occur  in  which 
the  Uterus  itfeff  is  not  of  fufficient  ca- 
pacity admit  the  hand  for  the  purpofc 
of  turning  the  child,  ahd  yet  the  nature  of 
them  be  fuch  as,  according  to  the  forego- 

; 4]  T . - ^ 0 

ing  do&riiVe,'  tb  require  it;  I mean  when 
the  flooding  happens  fo  early  in  pregnancy 
that  the  Uterus  has  not  attained  a fuffi- 
cient degree  of  diftenlion.  • ~ 

■ .1  i.lj  30 a d(  n 

• K ^ 1,1  *V  ** 
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It  would  be  a Yery  uleful  addition  fo 
our  knowledge  of  the  method  of  treating 

~ floodings. 
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floodings,  to  point  out  precifely  the  pe- 
riod of  pregnancy,  beyond  which  the 

\ 

introduction  of  the  hand  may  be  fafely 
attempted ; for  though,  as  before  ob- 
l'erved,  it  has  been  directed  by  Maurice  an 
and  Deventer  to  bring  away  the  Foetus  by 
art,  in  cafes  of  Haemorrhage,  at  what- 
ever period  it  may  occur  (the  former  fay- 
ing*-, “ le  meilleur  expedient  eji  d' accoucher 
hi  Femme , le  plutot  qui  faire  fe  pourra , 

t 

quand  tneme  elle  ne  feroit  grofje  que  de  trois 
nioisy  on  encore  de  meins and  the  latter 
recommending  it,  quocunque  tern- 

pore.  Jive  ante * five  pojl  Jeftimum  men - 
femj')  yet  it  is  certainly  abfolutely  im- 
practicable to  do  it  in  the  very  early 
months. 

Nothing  but  a confiderable  number 
of  cafes  of  floodings  under  thefe  peculiar 
.circumftances  could  enable  us  to  afeertain 

• Livre  L Chapitre  XXL  Page  17  s. 
f Novum  Lumen  Obitetricum,  Cap.  LIII.  Pagin.  145. 
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this;  and  though  I have  not  been  without 
cafes  in  which  the  Placenta  has  been  fitu- 
•ated  on  the  Os  Uteri,  and  an  Hsmor- 
rhage  taken  place  a confiderable  time  be- 
fore the  full  term  of  geftation,  yet  I fear 
they  are  not  fufficient  for  me  to  found  a 
decifive  opinion  upon. 

I am  difpofed,  however,  to  think,  and 
in  fome  recent  cafes  I have  derived  no 
(mail  fatisfadtion  from  finding  their  events 
agree  with  this  conjecture,  that  when  the 
Uterus  is  too  fmall  for  die  admiffion  of 
the  hand,  the  expullion  of  the  Placenta 
and  Foetus  will  happily  be  timely  effected 
bv  nature. 

It  is  well  known,  that,  in  the  very  early 
months,  initances  of  fatal  terminations 
of  floodings  have  been  very  rare,  as  abor- 
tion, fooner  or  later,  puts  a flop  to  the; 
difeharge:  It  has  Likewife  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  floodings  at  any  period 
of  pregnancy,  women  fcldom  die,  at  leafl 

not 
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not  in  the  firft  inftance,  unlefs  a confi- 
derable  quantity  of  blood  has  been  fud- 
denly  loft ; now  as  the  danger  of  a great 
and  fudden  lofs  muft  obviouily  depend 
upon  the  lize  of  the  Uterine  veffeis,  and 
as  the  enlargement  of  thefe  velfels  is 
in  exadt  proportion  to  the  inereafed  ftze  of 
the  Uterus,  it  becomes  probable,  that 
when  the  veffeis  have  acquired  fuch  a 
magnitude,  that  when  detached  from  the 
Placenta  they  would  bleed  largely  and 
fuddenly,  the  Uterus  itfelf  muft  have  at- 
tained to* fuch  a capacity  as  to  admit  the 
hand  for  artificial  delivery. 

The  g reate  ft  proportionate  increafe  of 
the  diameter  of  the  Uterus  takes  place 
from  the  beginning  of  the  feventh  month 
to  the  end  of  pregnancy;  and  were  it 
not  fo,  an  increafe,  even  upon  the  fame 
proportion  as  in  the  more  early  months, 
would,  after  the  Uterus  had  once  acquired 
the  magnitude  it  has  in  the  fixth  month, 
produce  an  increafe,  more  fenfible  with 

fefpedt 
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refpedt  to  its  folid  capacity,  than  at  any 
former  period ; as  it  is  well  known  that  a 
fmall  increafe  of  the  diameter  of  a larger 
fpherical  body,  produces  a vmuch  greater 
enlargement  of  the  folid  contents  of  it, 
than  the  fame  increafe  in  the  diameter  of  a 
fmaller  one. 

i 

This  holds  good,  moreover,  upon  the 
fame  principle,  with  regard  to  the  increafe 
cf  the  Uterus  when  compared  with  the 
uterine  vefTels,  and  as  therefore  a very 
fmall  increafe  in  the  capacity  of  the  latter 
cannot  take  place  without  a very  confide- 
rable  enlargement  of  the  former,  it  be^ 
comes  evident,  as  before  remarked,  that 
when  thefe  vefTels  have  acquired  fuch  a 
fize  as  to  bleed  fuddenly  and  largely,  the 
Uterus  itfelf  mull:  have  a contiderable  ca- 
pacity. 

Were  it  admifhble  to  deduce  practical 
inferences  from  thefe  imperfedt  premifes, 
we  might  conclude,  that  as  the  rnolh  ma- 

O 
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terial  increale  of  the  Uterus  does  not  take 
place  until  the  end  of  the  fixth  month  of 
pregnancy,  an  Haemorrhage  before  that  pe- 
riod will  feldom  require  artificial  delivery, 
and  after  that  period  fliould  it  become  ne- 
cefTary,  that  it  is  probable  the  hand  may 
then  be  admitted  for  that  purpofe. 

• 

Yhe  experience  I have  had  in  floodings 
at  thefe  periods,  as  far  as  it  goes,  tends  to 
confirm  this  fuppofition ; for  in  two  cafes 
which  occurred  before  the  end  of  the 
fixth  month,  though  the  Placenta  was 
diftindtlv  to  be  felt  at  the  Os  Uteri  in 
both  of  them,  yet,  it  not  being  practi- 
cable to  introduce  the  hand,  I was  under 
the  necefiity  of  trufting  to  the  efforts  of 
nature,  and  the  Placenta  and  Foetus  were 
fafely  expelled  by  the  natural  pains : and  in 
four  others,  which  happened  between  the 
beginning  of  the  feventh  and  the  end  of  the 
eighth  month,  and  which  appeared  to  re- 
quire artificial  delivery,  I was  able  to  effeCt 
it  by  the  introduction  of  the  hand. 
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There  arc  many  flooding  cafes  related 
by  Mauriceau,  in  which  turning  was  had 
recourle  to  early  in  pregnancy,  and  which 
feem  likewife  to  fupport  this  conje&ure. 
— The  reader  will  find  them  at  full  in  the 
fecond  volume  of  the  French  quarto  edi- 
tion, and  the  following  is  a brief  account 
of  them. 

Observation  LV.  A patient  who 
was  feven  months  gone  with  child, 
flooded,  and  he  turned  the  child ; the 
Placenta  was  at  the  Os  Uteri. 

Observation  LIX7  The  patient  was 
in  the  middle  of  the  feventh  month,  and 
flooded  much ; after  waiting  a conflderable 
time  for  nature’s  efforts  to  expel  the  child, 
he  judged  it  proper  to  introduce  the  hand, 
though  the  Os  Uteri  was1  but  little  di- 
lated; he  found  the  Placenta  at  the  mouth 
of  the  womb,  fucceeded  in  turning  the 
child,  and  the  woman  did  well. 
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Observation  CVI.  A flooding  under 
the  fame  circumftances  in  the  feventh 
month  of  pregnancy;  he  delivered  the 
patient  by  turning  the  child. 

Observation  CLXX.  A fimilar  flood- 
ing in  the  feventh  month,  but  the  patient 
would  not  permit  him  to  deliver,  and  fhe 
died  undelivered:  This  cafe,  therefore,  is  an 
inftance  of  nature’s  inability  to  relieve 
herfelf  under  thele  circumftances  in  the 
feventh  month. 

Observation  CLXXV.  Cafe  of  flood- 
ing in  the  eighth  month ; the  patient 
delivered  by  turning  the  child. 

Observation  CCX.  Two  women  fe- 
ven  months  gone  with  child,  were  feized 
with  floodings,  and  each  delivered  by 
turning  the  Fcetus. 

Observation  CDLIV.  A patient  in 
a flooding  cafe,  in  the  feventh  month,  de- 
livered by  turning. 

H 2 


Observa- 


5^ 


essay  on  the 


Observation  DII.  Another,  in  the 
eighth  month  delivered  in  the  fame 
manner. 

Observation  DCLI.  A flooding  cafe; 
the  woman  lix  months  gone  with  child,  and 
delivered  by  the  introduction  of  the  hand. 

In  one  of  Portal's  cafes  of  Haemorrhage, 
which  have  been  before  alluded  to,  he  fuc- 
ceeded  in  turning,  though  the  patient  was 
but  fix  months  gone  with  child. 

La  Motte *,  relates  a cafe  of  flooding,  in 
which  he  could  introduce  but  four  fingers 
into  the  Os  Uteri,  the  woman  being  be- 
tween five  and  fix  months  gone  with 
child;  he  found  it  impracticable  to  join  » 
the  thumb  to  them,  notwithstanding  he 
ufed  considerable  force,  and  applied  va- 
rious relaxants. 


* Ancienne  Edition,  Obfervation  203,  Page  354. 
Nouvellc  Edition,  Obfervation  245,  Page  ^03. 

In 


V' 


/ 


UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE.  53 

In  a collection  of  cafes  publiffied  by 
Sarah  Stone,  in  the  year  1737,  are  two 
of  floodings  at  an  early  period  of  preg- 
nancy, in  which  die  fucceeded  in  turning 
the  children;  the  one  being  in  the  fixth 
month,  and  the  other  in  the  beginning  of 
the  feventh. 

Smellie*  has  a cafe  of  flooding  in  the 
fixth  month,  in  which,  after  making  many 
ineffectual  attempts  to  dilate  the  Os  Uteri 
and  introduce  the  hand,  he  was  under  the 
neceffity  of  defilling  entirely,  and  waiting 
three  or  four  days,  when  the  parts  being 
more  relaxed,  he  fucceeded,  though  Hill 
with  great  difficulty. 

Leroux" f*  relates  a cafe  of  flooding  in  a 
patient  five  months  gone  with  child,  in 
which  it  was  impracticable  to  introduce 
the  hand  into  the  Uterus,  but  the  Fcetus 
was  expelled  by  the  natural  pains. 

*Vol.  III.  page  130. 
f Obfervation  92,  page  219.' 


The 


54 


ESSAY  ON  THE 
The  events  of  thefe  cafes  point  out  tole- 
rably well  the  period  of  pregnancy  be- 
yond which  artificial  delivery  is  practi- 
cable, at  leafl  the  experience  of  them  is, 
furely,  fufiicient,  on  the  one  hand  to  en- 
courage the  furgeon  to. attempt  delivery 
after  the  fixth  month,  and  on  the  other, 
fhould  he  find  it  impracticable  before  that 
period,  to  make  him  hope  that  nature 
herfelf  will  be  able  to  effeCt  it  : but  frill, 
though  it  appears  that  artificial  delivery 
was  fuccefsfuTly  accomplifhed  in  all  the 
above  cafes  which  occured  after  the  fixth 
month,  it  cannot  be  exoeCted  either  that 
this  operation  fhould,  in  the  early  months, 
be  performed  with  fuch  facility  as  at  a 
time  when  the  Uterus  is  in  a more  en- 
larged hate,  Or  that  the  probability  of 
fuccefs,  under  fuch  circumftances,  fhould 
be  fo  great : indeed  I have  experienced  the 
peculiar  difficulty  which  attends  the  turn- 
ing the  Fcetus  at  fo  early  a period  $ and  m 
two  cafes,  which  now  ftrike  my  recollec- 
tion, thou 1 fucceeded,  and  the  women 
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were  manifestly  faved  by  it,  there  was 
k>  little  room  for  the  admifhon  of  the 
hand,  that  I was  under  the  mod  painful 
anxiety  lead  I fhould  have  been  unable  to 
have  effected  it,  or  that  in  making  the  at- 
tempt I Should  have  done  fome  material 
injury  to  the  Uterus  : I would  therefore  re- 
commend the  utmoft  caution  in  performing 
this  operation,  when  there  unfortunately 
occurs  a necedity  for  doing  it  at  So  early 
a period  of  pregnancy,  and  that  the  fur- 
geon  by  patiently  waiting,,  and  attentively 
watching  circum Stances,  Should  endea- 
vour to  obtain  the  mod  favourable  oppor- 
tunity for  doing  it;  the  circumftances  moSt 
likely  £0  render  the  turning  practicable  and 
SucceSsful  being  a due  degree  of  dilatation 
of  the  Os  I'inca),  and  a iuiiicient  relaxa- 
tion of  the  parts,  it  becomes  neceSTary 
that  he  Should  wait  as  long  as  the  fafety 
of  the  patient  will  admit  of,  that  the 
fo|mer,  as  far  as  it  can,  may  be  effected 
by  the  natural  pain^,  and  that  even  the 
discharge  Should  be  Suffered  to  continue 
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as  long  as  may  be  without  expofmg  the 
woman  to  too  much  danger,  that  the 
'latter  may  be  induced.  I am  fully  per- 
fuaded  of  the  peculiar  advantage  of  fuch  a 
ftateof  relaxation  of  the  parts  as  is  brought 
on  by  a confiderable  difcharge,  by  mv  luc- 
cefs  in  turning  two  Fcetufes  of  the  feventh 
month,  when  the  patients  were  in  a ftate  of 
abfolute  infenfibility  from  faintnefs,  and 
without  which  I verily  believe  I lhould 
not  have  effected  it,  having  before  made 
feveral  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  do  it. 

Should  a cafe,  however,  occur,  in 
which  the  Uterus  is  too  fmall  to  admit 
the  hand,  and  yet  the  difcharge  is  fo  con- 
fiderable as  to  endanger  the  life  of  the 
patient,  before  nature,  by  her  own  efforts, 
feems  likely  to  effedl  an  abortion,  the  me- 
thod recommended  by  Leroux*,  whofedif- 
fertation  on  Haemorrhage  was  referred  to, 
page  26,  might,  I think,  with  propriety,  be 

*N.o.  CCXCVI.  Page  222. 
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adopted.  This  confifts  in  introducing  fuch 
a quantity  of  lint,  moiftened  with  vinegar, 
into  the  Vagina,  as  will  completely  fill  it, 
and  which,  by  preffing  mechanically  upon 
the  Gs  Uteri, ; will  prevent  the  external 
efcape  of  any  more  blood,  and  confe- 
quently  make  that  coagulate  which  is  re- 
tained, and  which  obvioufly  muft  prefs 
upon  the  Placenta,  and,  at  leaft  for  a time, 
flop  the  difcharge:  He  is  of  opinion  that 
by  doing  this,  fuch  a check  may  be  put  to 
the  flooding  as  will  admit  of  the  Surgeon’s 
waiting  lecurely  .until  the  Uterus  is  fuf- 
ficiently  dilated  to  allow  of  artificial  deli- 
very, or  until  nature  herfelf  be  able  to  ac- 
complifh  it. 

In  introducing  the  hand  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  turning,  when  the  Os  Uteri  has 
been  carefully  dilated,  if  the  feparated  part 
of  the  Placenta  be  immediately  prefenting, 
it  is  befh  to  endeavour  to  pals  the  finger 
through  the  fubftance  of  it,  and  by  de- 
grees with  other  fingers  to  enlarge  the 
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opening,  till  the  hand  can  get  through  \tt, 
into  the  cavity  of  the  Uterus:  the  obvious 
realon  for  this  is,  that  by  this  means  not 
more  of  the  Placenta  may  be  feparated 
than  is  necelfary  for  the  introduction  of 
the  hand,  and  confequently  that  as  little 
increafe  of  bleeding  as  poflible  may  be 
produced  by  the  operation;  but  if  it  be 
impracticable,  as  I have  more  than  once 
found  it,  and  it  muft  ever  be  when  the 
middle  of  the  Placenta  prefents  to  the 
hand,  from  the  thicknefs  of  it  near  the  Fu- 
nis, it  muft  be  carefully  feparated  from 
the  Uterus  on  one  ftde,  and  the  hand 
pafled  till  it  gets  to  the  membranes,  which 
being  eafily  broken,  it  is  admitted  into 
the  bag,  the  floating  Foetus  is  turned,  and 
the  delivery  finished,  as  in  preternatural* 
pofitions  of  the  child;  except,  that  in 
this  cafe  the  extraction  fhould  be  more 
flow,  that  the  Uterus  may  not  be  unable 
to  contract,  by  being  too  fuddenly  emp- 
tied,: a moderate  preflure  from  the  hand 
of  an  afliftant,  upon  the  Abdomen,  as 

the 
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the  child  is  coming  away,  will  likewife 
be  of  ufe  to  affift  the  contraction.  The 
Placenta  being  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and  being 
ufually  feparated  more  by  the  introduction 
of  the  hand,  commonly  comes  away  im- 
mediately; but  if  a part  of  it  fhould  re- 
main adhering,  and  the  difcharge  conti- 
nue, it  fhould  be  carefully  removed  and 
as  it  is  fo  near,  it  may  very  eaftly  be  done. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  it  be  clear  from  a 
careful  examination  of  the  Uterus,  made 
in  the  way  above  mentioned,  that  the  Pla- 
centa is  not  at  the  mouth  of  it,  and  that 
the  coming  on,  or  increafe  of  labour,  will 
not  of  neceffity  increafe  the  difcharge, 
provided  it  be  not  very  profufe  (for  let  it 
• be  remembered,  that  I am  fuppoli ng  the 
examination  to  be  made  early,  and  before 
any  very  confiderable  quantity  of  blood 
has  been  loft)  it  certainly  will  be  proper 
to  wait  for  the  natural  pains,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  ufe  fuch  methods  as  are 
likely  to  reftrain  the  hooding,  which  are, 

I 2 admitting 
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admitting  a free  circulation  of  cool  air 
into  the  room,  keeping  the  patient  in  an 
horizontal  pofture,  giving  her  anodyne, 
&c.  and  fupplying  her  frequently  with 
fuch  cool  and  hmple  nutritious  drinks  as 
will  fupport  her  without  quickening  the 
circulation. 

It  has  been  an  univerfal  practice  in  cafes 
of  Haemorrhage  to  adminifter  medicines  ot 
the  aftringent  kind,  from  a luppolition  that 
they  have  a tendency  to  contract  the  velfels 
and  reftrain  the  diicharge;  it  is,  however, 
to  be  doubted  whether  they  poffefs  that 
quality  in  a degree  which  can  ever  be 
much  ufeful  upon  fuch  urgent  occalions, 
and  1 believe  it  will  appear,  from  coniider- 
ing  the  peculiar  nature  of  dilcharges  of 
blood  from  the  Uterus  in  its  gravid  ilate, 
that  admitting  they  poilelfed  fuch  a power, 
it  muft  in  thefe  cafes  be  utterly  ufelefs. 

♦ 

Even  in  Haemorrhages  ariiing  from  the 
accidental  divifion  of  arteries,  and  in  which 

the 
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the  immediate  caufe  of  their  fuppreffion  is 
the  contraction  of  the  extremities  of  the 
bleeding  veffels,  I am  perfuaded  the  ufe  of 
ftyptics  internally  given  is  improper;  for 
though  there  certainly  are  circumitances 
under  which  nature  is  molt  able  to  effeCt 
this  contraction,  and  though,  perhaps,  there 
are  means  which  have  a tendency  to  in- 
duce them,  yet  whatever  is  in  the  leaft  de- 
gree ftimulant,  I believe  will  be  found  to 
counteract  it. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  principal 
charaCteriftic  of  an  artery  is  its  elafticity, 
and  its  molt  obvious  power  is  that  of  con- 
traction, by  which  it  tends  conftantly  to 
overcome  the  dilatation  of  its  natural  dia- 
meter, occalioned  by  the  dream  of  blood 
being  thrown  into  it  by  the  aCtion  of  the 
heart.  This  contractile  power  exifts  in  the 
1110ft  feeble  ftate  of  life,  and  may  be  fliewn 
to  be  ftrong  for  a while  even  after  death. 

I 


There 


ESSAY  ON  THE 


2 6 

1 here  are,  therefore,  two  powers 
conftantly  fublifting  in  the  arterial  fyflem  ; 
the  one  is  that  of  dilatation,  and  which  i$ 
occafioned  by  the  impetus  of  the  blood’s 
motion,  and  the  other  is  that  of  contrac- 
tion, and  which  exifts  in  the  veflel  itfelf; 
and  by  the  alternate  operation  of  thele 
powers  the  arterial  pulfation  is  produced. 

The  efledt  of  thefe  two  oppolite powers, 
in  promoting  or  checking  the  flux  of  blood 
from  the  mouth  of  a divided  artery,  mull, 
therefore,  be  very  obvious,  the  one  tending 
to  promote,  and  the  other  to  fupprefs  it. 

In  veflels  of  fmall  diameter,  more 
efpecially  if  expofed  to  the  ftimulus  of  the 
external  cold,  the  power  of  contraction 
will  loon  overcome  the  dilatation,  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  veflels  will  clofe,  the  bleed- 
ing confequently  flop,  and  an  adhelion 
taking  place  between  the  fides  of  the  ar- 
tery, the  opening  will  foon  be  obliterated, 

and 
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and  the  danger  of  future  bleeding  from  the 
fame  veil'd  be  obviated.  Eut  in  large 
vefTels,  where  the  column  of  blood  is 
greater,  and,  from  being  nearer  the  heart, 
its  impetus  ftronger,  the  internal  preifure 
again  ft  .the  extremity  of  the  divided  artery 
is  proportionably  greater,  the  dilatation  will 
be  kept  up  longer,  and  the  bleeding  will, 
of  courfe,  be  more  difficult  to  ftop:  under 
thefe  circumftances,  if  the  vellel  be  within 
light  and  reach,  art  muft  effect  by  ligature 
what  the  natural  power  of  contraction  can- 
not accompli  ih. 

But  if  the  veftel  be  inacccftible,  and 
cannot  therefore  be  fee u red  by  ligature  or 
external  preilure,  the  obvious  indication 
muft  be  to  weaken  the  power  of  dilatation, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  check  the  force  qf 
the  circulation. 

And  if  we  attend  to  what  takes  place  in 
iuch  cafes  where  no  means  are  uie  by  art, 

it 
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it  will  appear  that  it  is  upon  this  principle 

alone  that  nature  is  ever  able  to  effedt  the 

fupprefiion. 

* • - * 

The  immediate  effedt  of  a large  and 
fudden  lofs  of  blood  is  faintnefs,  which 
may  be  confidered  as  a temporary  fufpen- 
fion  of  life,  during  which,  for  a while,  a flop 
takes  place- in  the  motion  of  the  blood;  at 
leafl  it  is  well  known  that  no  pulfation  is 
to  be  felt  in  thofe  arteries  which  are  at  fome 
diflance  from  the  heart.  The  power, 
therefore,  which  heretofore  dilated  the 
veffel,  and  kept  its  extremity  open,  is  ei- 
ther- totally  extindf,  or  but  very  feebly  ex- 
erted: but,  as  before  obferved,  the  con- 
tradlile  power  of  the  veffel  fubfifling  in 
the  lowell  flate  of  life,  its  adtion  may  be 
prefumed  to  remain  during  faintnefs,  and 
its  operation  mufl  obvioully  be  to  contradl 
the  extremity  of  the  veffels,  all  reliflance 
to  it  being  at  this  time  removed,  by  which 
means  the  bleeding  mufl  be  flopped. 
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If  the  patient  recover  very  foon  from 
faintnefs,  and  the  motion  of  the  blood 
again  acquire  force  fufficient  to  overcome, 
as  before,  the  natural  contractile  power  of 
the  veffel,  the  bleeding  will  undoubtedly 
return  j but  when  the  faintnefs  is  very 
confiderable,  is  of  long  duration,  or  returns 
very  frequently,  the  contraction  will  pro- 
bably be  fo  great,  that  the  end  of  the  velTel 
will  become  firmly  united;  the  time  in 
which  a firm  adhefion  takes  place  between 
the  fides  of  an  artery  being  much  fhorter 
than  is  commonly  imagined. 

From  this  view  of  the  fubjeCt,  I truft  it 
muft:  appear  pretty  evident  that  the  ufe  of 
all  medicines  of  the  aftringent,  tonic,  and 
ftimulant  kind  muft:  be  improper  in  Hae- 
morrhages from  divided  arteries,  having 
obvioullv  a tendency,  by  giving  force  to 
the  circulation,  to  increafe  the  dilatation 
of  the  extremities  of  the  bleeding  velfels, 
rather  than  to  promote  their  contraction. 
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How  far  the  life  of  fuch  medicines  are 
proper,  or  otherwife  in  thofe  Haemor- 
rhages which  are  the  immediate  fubjeCt  of 
confideration,  I will  endeavour  to  fhew. 

The  uterine  veffels  differ  very  materially 
from  arteries,  and  particularly  in  having  no 
fuch  power  of  contraction  within  them- 
lelves,  as  has  been  before  obferved  to  be  fo 
intfrumental  in  fuppreffing  Haemorrhage 
arifing  from  the  divifion  of  the  latter  kind 
of  veifels,  their  contraction  and  dilatation 
being  abfolutely  dependent  upon  the  (late 
of  the  Uterus. 

In  the  unimpregnated  ftate  of  the  womb 
they  are  fo  fmall  as  fcarcely  to  be  difeo- 
vered,  but  they  are  well  known  to  increafe 
when  the  Uterus  receives  the  Ovum,  and 
to  grow  in  exaCt  proportion  to  its  gravi- 
dity, and  when,  by  the  complete  diftenficm 
of  it,  they  have  acquired  their  ut  mo  if 
magnitude,  their  diameters  cannot  be  lei- 
fened  until  the  womb,  being  again  emptied, 
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clofes  them  by  the  contraction  of  its  whole 
capacity,  and  reftores  them  to  their  original 
fize. 

It  would  feem  then  very  difficult  ever 
to  retrain  Haemorrhages  from  the  Uterus 
in  its  gravid  ftate;  but  as  experience  ffiews 
that  it  is  fometimes  effected,  the  queflion 
is,  on  what  principle  is  it  done?  It  can- 
not be  produced  by  the  contraction  of  the 
mouths  of  the  bleeding  veffels,  for  they 
polfefs  no  fuch  power  independent  of  the 
Uterus,  and  it  cannot  be  produced  by  the 
contraction  of  the  womb,  as  that  cannot 
take  place  unlefs  the  contents  of  it  are 
W'holly  removed ; it  can  therefore  be  ef- 
fected by  no  other  means  whatever  than 
the  formation  of  coagula  at  the  mouths  of 
the  velfcls,  which  filling  up  the  fpace  be- 
tween them  and  the  feparated  part  of  the 
Placenta,  by  their  preffure  and  adhefion 
prevent  the  further  efcape  of  blood. 
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That  flate  of  the  circulation  in  which 
the  prelTure  of  the  blood  againft  the  mouths 
of  the  uterine  veffels  is  weakeft,  is  not  only 
the  moft  likely  to  admit  of  the  formation 
of  coagula,  and  by  that  means  to  fupprefs 
the  difcharge  in  the  firft  in  fiance,  but  is 
all'o  abfolutely  requilite,  to  prevent  their 
removal  and  the  confequent  return  /of 
bleeding;  for  if  thefe  veffels  poffeffs  no 
power  of  contraction,  it  is  evident  when 
the  Haemorrhage  is  flopped,  that  their  dia- 
meters are  not  leffened,  much  lefs  does  any 
adhefion  take  place  between  their  internal 
furfaces,  and  the  coagulum,  therefore, 
though  a very  flender  one,  is,  unfortu- 
nately, the  only  lecurity  againft  returning 
Haemorrhage;  and  agreeably  to  this,  it 
is  but  too  well  known  how  frequently,  and 
at  what  various  diflances  of  time  from  the 
fii-ft  feparation  of  the  Placenta,  the  dif- 
charge will  recur. 
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The  ufeof  aftringents,  therefore,  on  the 
principle  of  promoting  the  contraction  of 
the  mouths  of  the  velfels  can  be  of  no 
avail  in  cafes  where  the  velfels  are  under 
circumftances  which  will  not  admit  of 
their  contraction,  and  as  far  as  they  poifefs 
a ftimulating  power  they  certainly  mud:  be 
injurious  in  cafes  where  the  fmalleft  in- 

w 

creafe  of  the  impetus  of  the  blood  fo  ob- 
vioully  tends  to  promote  the  difcharge,  by 
its  endangering  the  feparation  of  the  coa- 
eula  from  the  extremities  of  the  velfels. 

O 

If  ftimulating  medicine^  be  likely  to  be 
of  ufe  in  any  kind  of  Haemorrhage,  one 
would  fuppofe  it  to  be  alone  in  that  which 
takes  place,  when  the  Uterus  is  unable  to 
contract  itfelf,  after  the  expullion  of  the 
child  and  Placenta;  for  the  contraction  of 
the  Uterus  being  a work  of  nature  not 
to  be  efteCted  without  confiderable  vital 
power,  a ltate  in  which  the  principle  of 
life  is  feeble  cannot  conduce  to  it;  and  ex- 
perience accordingly  proves  that  the  mod: 

dangerous 
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dangerous  Haemorrhages  of  this  kind  arife 
from  the  inaction  of  the  Uterus,  which 
fhould  feem  to  prove  the  propriety  of  the 
ufe  of  medicines  of  this  kind,  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  exciting  its  contra&ion.  But 
even  in  this  cafe  it  is  well  known  that  fti- 
mulus  immediately  applied  to  the  Os  Uteri 
is  by  far  the  mold  efficacious  of  any  in  ex- 
citing its  adlion ; and  though  the  giving 
medicines  of  the  cordial  kind  during  ex- 
treme faintnefs,  which  certainly  under 
thefe  circumftances  muld  be  guarded 
againft,  as  being  unfavourable  to  the  con- 
traddion  of  the  womb,  may  be  proper,  yet, 
perhaps,  the  fudden  accels  of  cold  to  the 
patient,  by  admitting  the  external  air,  or 
by  throwingcold  water  upon  the  face,  will 
be  more  likely  to  be  ufeful  as  a fdimulant 
than  the  mold  powerful  tonic  medicines,  as 
their  operation  (to  fay  the  leafd  of  them) 
cannot  be  fo  immediately  felt. 

From  purfuing  the  method  above  recom- 
mended, it  will  often  happpen  that  thedif- 

charge 
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charge  goes  oft  entirely,  and  if  the  woman  be 
not  arrived  at  her  full  term,  and  fhe  be  kept 
very  ftill  and  calm,  that  it  does  not  return  be- 
fore labour  comes  on ; but  if  it  fhould  con- 
tinue, or  return  frequently,  it  will  be  right, 
if  podible,  tobring  the  Uterus  into  a ftate  of 
contradtion,  by  exciting  fome  pain,  which 
may  often  be  done  by  gently  irritating 
the  Os  Uteri  with  the  finger;  if  this  fuc- 
ceed,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Uterus  be 
thereby  fo  far  dilated,  that  the  diitended 
membranes  may  be  felt,  they  muff  be  im- 
mediately pierced  by  palling  a probe  along 
the  finger,  as  upon  the  difcharge  of  water 
thus  produced,  the  womb  neceijarily  con- 
tracts to  a certain  degree,  and  the  hood- 
ing proportionably  abates;  this  i^. for  the 
mofl  part,  foon  fucceeded  by  llight  pains, 
which,  if  the  child  prel'ent  fair,  have  very 
foon  an  efiedt  upon  it,  and  pulh  it  down. 

This  is  the  method  of  practice  recom- 
mended by  Puzos  in  his  Mt moire  j'ur  Per- 
ils de  Sang,  which,  if  confide  red  as  relat- 
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ing  only  to  cafes  produced  by  an  accidental 
reparation  of  the  Placenta,  is  certainly  an 
excellent  one:  and  thefe  are  the  onlv  ones 
which  feem  to  have  occurred  to  him,  for 
he  appears  not  to  be  aware,  of  the  Placenta 
being  fometimes  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri,  in 
which  cafe,  it  is  plain,  his  advice  mud  be 
dangerous.  The  fuccefs  that  attended  the 
management  of  his  cafes,  which  were  cer- 
tainly produced  by  accidental  caufes,  may, 
I think,  ferve  to  drengthen  what  I have 
ventured  to  declare  as  my  opinion,  that 
when  fuch'is  the  cafe,  it  will,  for  the  mod 
part  terminate  lately  by  the  lole  aflidance 
of  nature, 

I nt  the  relaxed  and  ineladic  date  of  the 
Uterus,  which  is  induced  by  Haemorrhage, 
it  is  adonifhing  how  much  it  is  influenced 
by  a trifling  degree  of  pain,  dilating  and 
giving  way  to  the  mod  gentle  throws \ in- 
fomuch  that,  in  thefe  cafes,  the  .child 
ufually  palTes  with  half  of  the  ordinary 
efforts  of  nature:  it  is  likewise  remark- 
able. 


UTERINE  HAEMORRHAGE.  73 

able,  that  the  difcharge  commonly  abates 
upon  the  coming  on  of  pain*;  which 
proves  the  propriety  of  endeavouring  to 
excite  it  by  the  means  before  mentioned, 
when  the  other  methods  ufed  to  reftrain 
the  flooding  do  not  fucceed;  and  from  this 
circumftance,  too,  the  early  examination 
with  the  hand  in  the  Vagina,  and  one 
finger  in  the  Os  Uteri,  is  not  only  ufeful, 
when  the  Placenta  is  there  fituated,  but 
from  the  ftimulus  it  excites,  is  of  fervice 

* The  Fundus  and  Tides  of  the  Uterus  being  in  a 
ftate  of  contraction  during  the  prefence  of  pain,  prefs 
upon  the  Placenta,  and  leflen  the  flux  of  blood  into  the 
womb  ; moreover,  when  the  water  is  efcaped,  the  child’s 
body  comes  in  contaCt  with  the  Uterus,  and  the  Pla- 
centa may  likewife  be  prelied  upon  by  it,  fo  as  to  have 
its  veflels  Hopped,  and  thefe  are,  without  doubt,  the 
reafons  why  it  is  obferved  that  the  flooding  ufually 
abates  whilft  the  pain  continues,  but  this  mult  obvioufly 
be  only  when  the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  any  part  but  the 
Collum  and  Os  Uteri,  in  which  cafe  the  reverfe  mull 
happen,  as  thole  parts  are  dilated  during  pain : it  may 
be  of  ufe  to  attend  to  this  circumftance,  when  we  can- 
not, fo  foon  as  we  could  wifti,  make  a manual  enquiry 
ii*to  the  caufe  of  the  flood  in  °\ 
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to  bring  on  pain  and  facilitate  labour  when 
it  is  not  fo  fituated. 

But  if,  notwitnflanding  the  mode  of 
treatment  above  recommended,  the  dif- 
charge  fhould  not  leffen,  if  the  evacuating 
the  waters  fhould  not  abate  it,  and  if, 
moreover,  labour  pains,  fuflicient  for  ex- 
pelling the  child,  Ihould  not  fucceed,  and 
the  flooding  fhould  ftill  increafe,  fo  as  to 
endanger  the  life  of  the  patient,  I fhould 
imagine  it  hardly  necelfary  to  fay,  that 
even  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  when  the  Pla- 
centa is  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri,  the  only 
certain  method  of  flopping  it  fhould  be 
ufed,  namely,  the  delivery  of  the  child  by 
turning;  for  though  I have  never  yet  met 
with  a cafe  that  under  fuch  circumftances 
has  required  it,  and  believe  fuch  very 
rarely  happens,  yet  I would  not  be  fup- 
pofed  to  fay  fuch  an  one  cannot  occur,  as 
the  feparation  of  the  Placenta  may,  for 
inflance,  be  produced  by  fuch  violence 
done  to  the  Abdomen,  and  the  Haemor- 
rhage 
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rhage  may  be  fo  profufe,  that  nothing  but 
a fpeedy  delivery  by  art  will  put  a flop  to 
it.  I only  mean,  that  when  we  are  called 
in  early  to  flooding  cafes,  if  we  judge  only 
by  the  quantity  of  blood  that  has  been 
loft,  which  may  be  fmall,  and  the  prefent 
ftrength  of  the  woman,  which  may  be 
confiderable,  we  muft  frequently  be  de- 
ceived in  our  judgment  of  the  cafes,  and 
be  in  danger  of  uiing  a wrong  method  of 
treatment,  but  that  the  knowledge  of  the 
caufes  which  produce  them,  will  in  the 
one  cafe,  for  the  moft  parti  juftify  our 
waiting,  and  in  the  other,  will  invariably 
prove  the  propriety  of  turning  the  child*. 

The  want  of  fuccefs,  which  has  fo  often 
attended  turning  in  flooding  cafes,  has, 

however, 

* My  intention  in  the  above  paragraph  was  evidently 
to  guard  againft  the  danger  which  might  probably  arife  in 
practice,  were  it  underftood,  without  limitation,  that 
nature  is  able  to  expel  the  child  when  the  Placenta 
is  not  at  the  Os  Uteri.  I have  learned,  however,  that 
fome  pradlitioners,  whofe  opinions  deferve  the  higheft 

L 2 relpedt. 
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however,  induced  fome  people  to  believe 
there  is  great  danger  in  the  operation  it- 
felf,  and  that,  independent  of  the  time 
and  manner  of  its  being  performed,  the 

mifchief  in  part  arifes  from  that : among 

\ 

refpect,  have  (till  thought  that  I have  exprefled  myfelf 
toa  confidently  of  nature’s  ability  to  relieve  herfelf  under 
thefe  circumftances,  and  that  they  have  feared  fuch  an 
idea  might  tend  to  produce  a carelefsnefs  in  the  manage- 
ment of  thefe  cafes,  which  might  in  fome  inftances  prove 
mifchievous. 

On  this  account,  therefore,  though  the  further  expe- 
rience which  I have  had  in.  thefe  cafes  fince  the  firft  pub- 
lication of  this  Efi’ay  cannot  have  Jeflened  my  confidence 
in  the  powers  of  nature,  as  in  all  thofe  which  have  oc- 
curred to  me  under  thefe  circumftances  (and  the  reader 
will  find  them  not  a few)  the  labours  have  been  fafely  ac- 
compliftied  by  the  foie  aftiftance  of  the  natural  pains,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  repeat,  that  I am  far  from  fuppof- 
ing  that  the  Placenta  may  not  in  fome  inftances,  when 
not  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  feparate  fo  fuddenly,  and 
to  fuch  an  extent,  as  to  occafion  a difeharge  fo  confide- 
rable  as  to  require  the  immediate  interference  of  art;  and 
as  I truft  that  I {hould  not  hefitate  myfelf  to  turn  the  Foe- 
tus under  fuch  particular  circumftances,  I {hould  be  forry 
that  others  {hould  be  induced  to  omit  it  under  the  fame, 
merely  becaufe  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  mode  of  treat- 
ing thefe  cafes,  which  1 think  myfelf  fully  juftifiable  in 
having  recommended  as  generally  proper. 


others. 
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others,  Puzos  railes  objedions  that  have  a 
tendency  to  diicourage  it;  he  dr^ws,  in- 
deed, a very  nice  companion  between  the 
influence  that  natural  and  artificial  labour 
have  upon  the  Uterus,  and  feems  thence 
to  infer,  that  the  injury  done  to  it  by  the 
latter  is  very  often  the  caufe  why  it  is 
unable  to  con  trad  itfelf  after  the  child 
and  Placenta  have  been  removed:  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  the  womb  ever  buf- 
fers more  from  art  than  from  nature,  as 
the  latter  is  more  gentle,  flow,  and  regu- 
lar in  her  efforts  to  expel  the  child,  than 
the  former  is  to  bring  it  away;  but  he 
certainly  goes  too  far  in  attributing  fo 
much  mifchief  to  the  operation  by  art,  as 
if  the  want  of  contradile  power  in  the 
Uterus  were  owing  to  the  mere  mode  of 
delivery,  it  would  very  often  turn  out  fo 
in  preternatural  labours,  where  the  impro- 
per poiition  of  the  child  renders  the  in- 
trodudion  of  the  hand  to  turn  it  equally  ne- 
ceflary,  in  which  too  the  Uterus  being  more 
rigid  than  in  flooding  cafes,  more  force  is 

requifite 
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requilite  to  effect  it,  and  confequently 
more  violence  is  offered  to  the  womb ; 
but  every  one’s  practice  in  thefe  cafes 
contradicts  it;  furely  the  obvious  reafon, 
then,  for  the  want  of  fuccefs  is,  in  moft 
cafes,  what  has  been  before  obferved,  that 
the  delivery  has  been  too  long  deferred, 
and  the  woman  too  much  exhauffed  by 
the  great  lofs  of  blood. 

It  has  been  likewife  urged  by  feme,  as 
an  additional  objection  to  turning,  that  in 
thefe  cafes  there  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
fuch  an  infeniibikty  of  the  Uterus,  that 
as  nature  is,  on  that  account,  unable  to 
expel  the  child,  fhe  will,  for  the  fame 
reafon,  be  unable  to  contract  the  womb, 
if  delivery  be  effected  by  art,  and,  inde- 
pendent of  the  injury  which  turning  may 
do  to  the  Uterus,  that  all  attempts  to  ftop 
the  dilcharge  will,  for  this  reafon,  be  in- 
effectual; but  I Ihould  fuppofe  this  want 
of  fenfbility  to  be  owing  to  the  fame 
caufe,  the  lofs  of  blood ; for  when  the 

Placenta 
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Placenta  prefents  to  the  Os  Uteri  (which 
is  the  cafe  we  coniider  as  chiefly  requiring 
turning)  no  wonder  nature  is  unable  to  ex- 
pel the  child,  as  every  effort  fhe  ufes  to  di- 
late the  womb  for  that  purpofe  mufl  fepa- 
rate  the  Placenta,  produce  an  increafe  of 
bleeding,  and  propoi  tionably  leffen  the  vi- 
tal power;  fuch  an  idea,  therefore,  which 
feems  to  be  an  unjuit  one,  ought  never  to 
induce  us  to  omit  ufing  the  only  cer- 
tain method  of  flopping  the  flooding,  and 
thereby  of  preventing  that  infen  Ability, 
which  a further  lofs  of  blood  alone  oc- 
cafions. 

'To  many  practitioners,  moreover,  the 
introduction  of  the  hand  to  turn  the  child, 
is  a very  diiagreeable  operation;  and  if 
they  have  not  been  much  ufed  to  it  in 
cafes  where  the  Uterus  is  but  little  open, 
appears  a very  difficult  and  formidable 
one:  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  even  this 
circumftance  had  never  an  improper  in- 
fluence upon  lurgeons,  efpecially  thofe  who 
\ 
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are  young  in  practice,  and  that  they  were 
never  induced  to  omit,  or  too  long  delay 
this  operation  becaufe  they  feel  unwilling 
to  do  it. 

But  it  is  not  fo  difficult  as  many  ima- 
gine; for  even  in  preternatural  cafes,  where 
the  Uterus  is  ftrong  and  rigid,  and  gives 
way  reluctantly,  if  the  hand  Ik?  flowly  and 
gradually  introduced,  it  will  feldom  be 
found  impracticable,  provided  the  Pelvis 
be  not  badly  formed;  and  in  floodings  it 
is  effected  with  peculiar  eafe,  which  fhould 
be  a further  encouragement  to  attempt  it 
in  fuch  cafes;  for  as  the  Uterus  neceffa- 
tily  becomes  much  relaxed  after  a conli- 
* durable  lots  of  blood,  it  very  readily  gives 
way  to  the  admiffion  of  the  hand,  that 
tight  contraction  of  its  neck,  which  in 
other  cafes  is  luch  an  impediment  to  the 
introduction  of  it,  being  here  feldom  to 
be  met  with;  and  it  may  be  added,  that 
in  proportion  as  nature,  from  the  lofs  fhe 
has  luftained,  is  lefs  able  to  bear  violence, 

happily 
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happily  a proportionably  lefs  force  is  re- 
quifite. 

If,  therefore,  the  operation  may  be  per-* 
formed  without  much  difficulty  to  the 
furgeon,  if  the  cautious  performance  of 
it  be  attended  with  no  danger  to  the  pa- 
tient, and  if  the  becoming  early  ac- 
quainted with  the  neceffity  there  is  for  it, 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  doing  it  before 
the  woman  has  loft  too  much  blood,  and 
before  the  Uterus  has  thereby  been  de- 
prived of  its  lenfibility  and  power  of  con- 
traction, if,  likewife,  that  early  know- 
ledge may  be  obtained  by  purfuing  the 
directions  before  given,  the  turning  the 
child,  in  the  cafes  I have  mentioned,  can- 
not, furely,  be  too  much  urged  to  practi- 
tioners ; as  it  is  highly  reafonable  to  ex- 
peCt  more  frequent  fuccefs,  when  it  is 
done  under  more  favourable  circurnltances, 
if  it  be  certain  that  fuccefs  lometimes 
attends  it,  when  the  patient  is  in  appear- 
ance at  the  lalt  extremity. 
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It  will,  however,  frequently  happen, 
that  we  fhall  not  be  called  in  till  late  in 
thele  cafes,  when  the  woman  will  pro- 
bably be,  in  appearance,  dying,  and  indeed, 
fometimes  the  fluor  is  fo  rapid,  that  in  a 
verylittletimefomuchbloodis  loft,  that  the 
patient  finks  immediately ; but,  as  was 
juft  obferved,  unexpected  fuccefs  having 
fometimes  attended  turning,  even  under 
the  moft  unpromifing  circumftances,  it  is 
certainly  always  our  duty  to  do  it,  and  by 
that  means  give  the  woman  the  only  pofli- 
ble  chance.  I know  there  are  arguments  to 
be  ufed,  which  may  feem  to  juftify  a fur- 
geon’s  relinquishing  his  patient  under  fuch 
melancholy  circumftances ; that  as  people 
fo  frequently  judge  by  the  event  only,  he 
may  incur  blame,  and  his  reputation  un- 
defervedly  Suffer,  if  it  terminate  badly,  as 
it  ismioft  likely  to  do;  thefe  may  be  tole- 
rable arguments  in  trade,  but  they  are  very 
unjuftifiable  ones  in  morals,  which  direCl 
us  always  to  do  what  is  in  itfelf  right,  in- 
dependent of  the  opinion  of  the  world,  and 

the 
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the  confequences  that  may  follow  it.  But 
I cannot  fee  much  reafon  to  apprehend 
much  injury  to  our  reputation,  if,  pre- 
vious to  the  performing  a dangerous  ope- 
ration, the  uncertainty  of  the  event  be  but 
properly  reprefented  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient,  or  if,  before  our  doing  it,  we 
fend  for  fome  furgeon  of  edablifhed  repu- 
tation, to  judify  our  opinion,  and  to  be 
prefent,  and  perhaps  affid,  whild  we  do 
it,  which  is  of  all  others  the  mod:  effec- 
tual method  of  preventing  any  injury  to 
our  character;  and  in  places  where  the 
gentlemen  of  the  profeffion  behave  at  all 
liberally  to  each  other,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  procuring  fuch  abidance. 

Thus  I have  ventured  to  place  one  of 
the  mod  important  fubjedts  in  midwifery 
in  a new  light,  and  have  endeavoured  to 
eftablifh  a hitherto  uncertain  practice  upon 
principles  that  are  more  fixed  and  con  dan  t, 
by  afeertaining  when  we  may  with  pro- 
priety leave  nature  to  do  her  own  work, 
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and  when  it  will  be  requifite  to  proceed  to 
immediate  delivery  by  turning  the  Foetus  : 

I have  alfo  endeavoured  to  fix  the  precite 
time  when  it  may  with  moft  fafety  be  done; 
and,  in  order  to  promote  the  practice  of 
turning,  when  fuch  becomes  necefiary  for 
the  woman’s  fafety,  have  attempted  to  obvi- 
ate the  objections  which  have  been  made  to 
this  operation  from  a l'uppofition  of  its  be- 
ing either  difficult,  dangerous,  or  ufelefs. 

* 

1 From  what  has  beenfaid  it  appears,  then, 
that  the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  the  Os- Uteri 
much  more  frequently  than  has  hitherto 
been  fuppofed;  that  when  it  is  fo  lituated, 
nothing  but  turning  the  child  will  put  a 
Hop  to  the  flooding;  that  when  it  is  not  fo 
lituated;  nature  will,  for  the  moH  part,  ex- 
pel it  - fafely  herfclf;  that  an  early  know- 
ledge :of' this  circumftancc  is  of  the  utmofi: 
importance;  that  it  may  be  obtained  with 
,eafe  and  fafety;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
fhould}  in  every  calc,  be  enquired  into  be- 
fore much  blood  has  been  loH;  that  the  in- 
. formation 
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formation  procured  by  making  llich  an  en- 
quiry fliould  govern  our  management  of  the 
cafe ; if  we  find  the  Placenta  at  the  mouth 
of  the  womb,  that  we  fliould  proceed  to 
delivery;  that,  if  it  be  not  fo  fituated,  if 
the  difcharge  be  not  very  profufe,  and  a very 
large  quantity  of  blood  have  not  been  al- 
ready loft,  we  fhould  endeavout  to  reftrain 
it  by  the  means  commonly  directed  for  that 
purpofe,  and  wait  for  nature’s  afiiftance  in 
the  expulfion  of  the  child:  and  it  is  thence 
evident,  that  this  practice  will  have  an  ad- 
vantage over  the  uncertain  one  hitherto 
adopted,  becaufe  our  determination  about 
what  we  do  will  ever  be  more  fafe  and  fa- 
tisfa&ory;  for  if,  on  the  one  hand,  we 
wait,  we  ftiall  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
knowing  that,  in  all  probability,  nature 
will  be  able  to  expel  the  Foetus;  and  if,  on 
the  other  hand,  we  immediately  turn  the 
child,  we  fliall  alfo  have  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
knowing  that  nothing  but  turning  can  re- 
lieve the  woman,  and  that,  therefore,  we 
do  not  give  her  unneceflary  pain : and, 
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finally,  that  our  doing  it  before  the  patient 
has  fuftained  too  great  a lofs  of  blood,  will 
make  the  chance  of  fuccefs  more  probable, 
and  thereby  be  the  means  of  preventing, 
in  fome  meafure,  the  fatality  which  has  hi- 
therto fo  frequently  attended  thefe  cafes, 
and  which  has  perhaps,  been  more  owing 
to  a rational  method  of  treatment  not  beings 
known  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
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CASE  S. 


T H E fubjedts  of  the  following  cafes 
were  molt  of  them  poor  women,  un- 
der the  care  of  midwives  when  I was 
lent  for  to  them,  and  had  been  flooding 
a confiderable  time  before  I law  them. 
As  they  may,  on  that  account,  be  juftly 
confidered  as  labouring  under  every  dif- 
advantagc,  none,  I think,  could  better 
exemplify  what  I have  ventured  to  ad- 
vance in  the  foregoing  effay. 

CASE  I. 

December  29,  1769,  1 was  fent 

for  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  wife 

of  Balls.  She  was  at  the  latter  end 

* of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  and 
had  been  feized  the  preceding  evening 

with 
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with  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  Ute- 
rus; it  began  without  pain,  and  in  fmall 
quantity,  but  increafed  by  degrees,  and 
was  confiderable  when  1 faw  her;  fhe  had 
now,  however,  fmall  pains,  by  which  the 
Os  Uteri  was  already  fomewhat  dilated: 
I admitted  as  much  cold  air  as  I could 
into  the  room,  fupplied  her  frequently 
with  cool  and  nourishing  drinks,  and  as 
the  pains  fiill  continued.  Waited  till  the 
membranes  were  fo  far  diftended  and 
pufhed  down,  that  I could  fcratch  them 
with  my  nail,  by  which  means  I ruptured 
them,  and  let  the  water  efcape;  the  dif- 
charge immediately  leflened,  the  pains  in- 
creafed, and  in  a little  while  I felt  one 
foot  of  the  Foetus  prefenting;  I brought 
it  down,  and  writh  great  eafe  drew  forth  a 
fmall  dead  child.  The  Placenta  came 
away  in  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
flooding  became  lefs  and  lefs,  and  the 
poor  woman,  though  much  reduced  by 
the  lofs  lhe  had  fultained,  recovered  in  the 
ufual  time. 


CASE 
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CASE  II. 

FEBRUARY  6,  1770, -'Stannard. 

She  was  a fmall  delicate  woman,  of  a 
lickly  relaxed  habit,  and  had  borne  feveral 
children.  About  the  end  of  the  eighth 
month  a flooding  came  on,  without  any 
previous  pain,  or  fymptoms  of  labour.  I 
faw  her  in  the  evening,  after  the  difcharge 
had  been  feveral  hours,  though  as  yet  it 
had  not  been  very  profufe;  fhe  was,  how- 
ever, very  faint  and  languid:  by  keeping 
her  upon  the  bed  with  but  few  cloaths 
upon  it,  and  admitting  cool  air  into  the 
room,  it  evidently  leflfened:  I found  the 
Os  Tinea?  relaxed,  and  a little  open;  after 
examining  feveral  times  (and  probably  by 
the  flight  irritation  occafioned  by  the  fre- 
quent touch)  it  opened  fomewhat  more, 
and  the  membranes  protruded  fo  far  as  to 
be  felt  by  my  finger;  I immediately  broke 
them,  the  dilcharge  abated  ftili  more,  and 
fome  flight  pains  fucceeding,  fhe  was,  in 
about  half  an  hour  after,  delivered,  with 

N remarkable 
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remarkable  eafe,  of  a fmall  living  child; 
the  Placenta  was  removed  without  trouble, 
the  difeharge  was  moderate,  flopped  at 
its  proper  time,  and  the  woman  perfectly 
recovered. 

CASE  III. 

IN  the  morning  of  March  12,  1772, 

— Can  fins , a fickly  relaxed  woman, 

who  had  borne  many  children,  was  feized 
with  a flooding  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
lafl:  month  of  her  pregnancy.  I was  fent 
for  upon  the  firfl  attack  of  the  complaint, 
and  living  near  the  patient,  was  with  her 
before  much  lofs  had  been  fultained  by  it, 
though  the  Haemorrhage  was  then  confi- 
derable.  She  was  without  pain,  and  I 
found  upon  examination  that  the  Uterus 
was  very  little  open : the  room  being  very 
fmall,  and  the  air  in  it  too  warm  and  im- 
pure, I immediately  opened  the  door  and 
windows,  drew  back  the  curtains  of  the 
bed,  took  off*  fome  of  the  cloaths,  and 
did  every  thing  to  render  her  cool,  and  to 

admit 
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admit  frefh  air  into  the  room,  by  which 
means  the  difcharge  confiderably  leffened; 
I gave  her  an  anodyne,  directed  the  cooled: 
drinks,  and  left  her,  defiring  to  be  called 
upon  return  of  either  pain  or  hooding. 

In  the  evening  I was  fent  for  again, 
when  I found  the  latter  had  returned,  and 
in  an  increafed  quantity,  infomuch  that  the 
woman  was  extremely  faint  and  languid; 
the  Uterus  was,  however,  now  rather 
more  open,  and  fome  fight  pains  were 
coming  on,  ^and  upon  examining  whild 
{he  had  one,  I was  juft  able  to  perceive 
the  membranes  prefting  again  ft:  the  mouth 
of  the  Uterus;  I introduced  the  {harped 
end  of  a probe  along  my  finger  and  pierced 
them,  the  flooding  became  lefs  immedi- 
ately, and  fome  pains  following  foon  after, 
die  was  fafely,  and  with  great  eafe,  deli- 
vered by  them  of  a living  child:  the  Fu- 
nis being  finall  and  tender,  broke  upon 
the  fird  gentle  effort  to  draw  the  Placenta 
by  it,  but  by  waiting  about  half  an  hour, 

N 2 , it 


92  CASESOFTHE 

it  defcended  far  enough  into  the  Vagina 
for  the  fingers  to  get  hold  of  it,  and  bring 
it  away.  The  woman  was  very  much 
weakened  by  the  lofs  of  blood  fhe  had 
fuftained,  but  in  a few  weeks  lhe  perfectly 
recovered. 

CASE  IV. 

IN  the  evening  of  Auguft  12,  1772, 

I was  fent  for  to  the  wife  of Leman , 

a pauper,  belonging  to  the  town;  fhe  had 
a midwife  with  Her,  who  informed  me 
her  patient  had  been  flooding  in  fome  de- 
gree during  the  day,  and  that  it  had  in 
the  lad  hour  very  much  increafed.  I exa- 
mined, found  the  difcharge  was  confide- 
rable,  the  Uterus  fcarce  at  all  open,  and  fhe 
was  without  pain;  file  was,  moreover,  ex- 
tremely faint,  and  fccmed  to  have  fuffered 
much  more  than  any  of  the  former  pa- 
tients: admitting  cool  air  into  the  room, 
&c.  as  in  the  othercafes,  for  a while  abated 
the  difcharge,  but  as  it  returned  very  foon, 
and  the  woman  feetned  in  the  mod  imme- 
diate 
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diate  danger,  I was  very  defirous  of  at- 
tempting to  relieve  her  by  turning  the 
child,  but  judging  it  right  to  have  the 
opinion  of  another  furgeon,  I fent  for  one 
who  has  had  confiderable  practice  in  this 
city.  He  feemed  to  think  my  patient  too 
far  gone  to  receive  relief  from  any  attempt 
whatever  to  (lop  the  flooding,  and  as  he 
added  that  it  was  his  opinion  fhe  would 
fink  during  the  operation,  as  one  or  two 
had  before  done  on  whom  he  had  made 
the  like  attempt,  he  advifcd  me  not  to  turn 
the  child.  His  advice  prevented  my  do- 
ing it  immediately,  though  before  his  ar- 
rival it  was  my  deiign  to  attempt  it,  if  he 
juftified  it : I was  determined,  however, 
not  to  leave  the  bed-fide,  that  if  there 
came  on  the  lead  degree  of  pain,  fo  as  to 
allow  me  to  feel  the  membranes,  I might, 
as  I had  before  done,  pierce  them  with  a 
probe,  or  if  the  flooding  increafed,  and  I 
found  it  practicable  to  introduce  my  hand, 
I ftill  refolved  to  attempt  the  removal  of 
the  child. 


By 
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By  carefully  attending  to  keep  the  room 
very  cool,  by  preventing  my  patient  from 
being  the  lead  dirred,  and  being  myfelf 
her  nurle,  in  giving  her  every  few  minutes 
lmall  quantities  of  the  cooled;  drinks,  I 
prevented  the  difcharge  from  increafing, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fupplied,  as  far  as 
I could,  the  wade  of  what  die  did  lole, 
by  the  drinks  die  took,  being  as  nutri- 
tious as  I could  venture  to  give  them, 
without  their  being  irritating:  after  at- 
tending her  in  this  manner  about  two 
hours,  frequently  examining  and  gently 
ftimulating  the  Os  internum,  there  came 
on  at  length  a dight  pain,  and  foon  after  I 
could  jud  feel  the  membranes  with  the 
end  of  my  finger;  1 immediately  intro- 
duced a probe,  in  the  manner  I had  before 
done,  and  pundtured  them ; it  had  the  fame 
good  eifiedt  as  before,  for  the  difcharge 
immediately  dopped,  and  pain  coming 
on,  the  Uterus  opened,  the  head  of  the 
child  was  pudied  down,  and  notwithdand- 
ing  the  very  alarming  date  lhe  had  jud  be- 
fore 
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fore  been  in,  fhe  was  foon,  eafily,  and  fafely 
delivered,  by  the  natural  pains,  of  a dead 
child. 


REMARK. 

The  above  cafe  is  a very  ftriking  in- 
ftance  o'f  the  power  of  nature  in  relieving 
herfelf  when  tbe  Placenta  is  not  at  the  Os 
Uteri;  and  the  happy  termination  of  it 
has  impreffed  my  mind  the  more  forcibly, 
becaufe,  I well  remember,  it  was  confi- 
dered  as  a hopelefs  one  by  the  lurgeon 
whom  I confulted,  and  that  his  advice  not 
to  deliver  was  (as  mentioned  in  the  cafe) 
not  becaufe  the  fymptoms  were  not  l'uffi- 
ciently  urgent  to  require  it,  but  becaufe  he 
imagined  the  patient  too  far  exhaufted  to 
derive  any  poflible  advantage  from  it. 

Being  at  that  time  young  in  practice,  I 

had  not  confidence  enough  in  my  own 

opinion  to  adt  contrary  to  that  of  a more 
• , . | 

experienced  practitioner ; had  not  this  been 
the  cafe,  I am  perfuaded  I lhould  have 

turned 
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turned  the  child,  more  efpecially  as  the 
diftincflion  I have  fince  made  in  thefe  Hae- 
morrhages was  unknown  to  me,  and  I had 
had  no  experience  of  nature’s  ability  to 
relieve  herl'elf  under  fuch  circumftances. 

CASE  V. 

NOVEMBER  5,  1772,  about  ten 

o’clock  in  the  evening,  I was  lent  for  to 

Middleton , a poor  woman  who  had 

been  flooding  a little  the  greated  part  of 
the  day;  the  difcharge  was  about  this  time 
rather  increafed,  which  induced  the  mid- 
wife, who  attended  her,  to  defire  my 
afliftance;  1 found  her  without  pain,  and 
the  Os  Tineas  not  the  lead;  opened;,  but 
the  difcharge  was  not  fo  great  as  in  the 
lad  cafe:  I directed  as  in  the  former  cafes, 
gave  her  an  anodyne,  and  left  her  with 
orders  to  be  fent  for  again  if  the  flooding 
increafed,  or  if  pain  came  on.  I was  fent 
for  again  about  fix  in  the  morning;  fhe 
had  flept  in  the  night,  and  the  difcharge 
had  been  but  little,  but  it  was  now  very 

confiderable: 
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confiderable:  nature,  however,  Teemed  dif- 
pofed  to  afiifl:  her,  for  there  Toon  came  on. 
a few  pains  which  opened  the  Uterus, 
and  diftended  the  membranes  fo  far  as  to 
enable  me  to  break  them ; it  had  again  the 
good  effedt  of  fupprefiing  the  flooding,  and 
facilitating  the  labour,  which  terminated 
fafely  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour; — the 
child  was  dead. 

CASE  VI. 

DECEMBER  1,  1772,  about  mid- 
night I was  fent  for  to IVelden,  ano- 

ther pauper.  She  had  a midwife  with  her, 
who  informed  me  the  woman  had  been 
flooding  a confiderable  time,  and  had  loft 
a large  quantity  of  blood,  which  feemed 
to  be  true,  from  the  ftate  the  poor  crea- 
ture was  in ; for  her  faintnefs  was  extreme, 
and  flie  had  every  fymptom  cf  the  molt 
immediate  danger. 

Upon  examination  I found  the  Os 
Uteri  more  dilated  than  in  any  of  the 

O former 
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former  cafes,  and  the  Placenta  evidently 
prefenting:  as  no  pofiible  relief  could,  in 
this  cafe,  be  expected  from  waiting,  l at 
once  refolved  to  give  her  the  chance  of  an 
immediate  delivery;  which  I eftedted  bv 
introducing  my  hand  into  the  Uterus, 
turning  and  bringing  away  the  Foetus ; 
and  this  I did  with  much  greater  eafe  than 
I could  have  imagined,  as  the  refinance 
from  the  Uterus  was  very  trifling;  I en- 
deavoured to  pafs  my  hand  through  the 
fubftance  of  the  Placenta,  but  not  being 
able  to  do  it,  I feparated  it  on  one  fide, 
till  there  was  room  for  my  hand  to  pafs. 

The  woman  remained  very  flint  and 
weak  a long  time  after  delivery,  but  being 
carefully  nurfed,  (he  recovered  by  degrees, 
and  was  able  to  go  out  before  the  end  of 
the  month.  This  was  likewife  a dead 
child. 

CASE  vir. 

DECEMBER  29,  1772,  about  fix 

o’clock  in  the  morning,  I was  called  to 

Freeman , 
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Freeman , a poor  woman,  who  was 

under  the  care  of  a midwife;  (he  had  been 
flooding  many  hours,  and  had  loft  an  im- 
moderate quantity  of  blood,  was  greatly 
funk,  and  appeared  to  be  almoft  dying; 
on  examination  I found  the  mouth  of  the 
Uterus  as  open  as  in  the  laft  cafe,  and 
the  Placenta  fituated  in  like  manner, 
which  determined  me  to  purfue  the  fame 
method  I had  fo  fuccefsfully  ufed  in  that. 

The  Pelvis  was  narrow  and  diftorted, 
but  I introduced  my  hand  into  the  Ute- 
rus, and  turned  the  child  with  all  definable 
eafe;  the  feet,  body,  and  arms  of  the  Foe- 
tus I brought  down  in  the  ufual  manner, 
and  with  no  more  than  ufual  difficulty : but 
when  I came  to  the  head,  it  remained  fo 
faft  betwixt  the  bones  of  the  Pelvis,  that, 
though  I got  one  of  my  lingers  into  the 
mouth  (the  face  being  towards  the  Sa- 
crum) and  pulled  the  body,  at  the  fame 
time,  with  conliderable  force,  I could  not 
move  it  in  the  leaft  degree,  infomuch  that 

O 2 the 
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the  Vertebrae  of  the  neck  began  to  give 
way,  which  made  me  defift  from  pulling 
fo  forcibly,  and  induced  me  to  fend  for 
the  afii  fiance  of  another  furgeon. 

He  made  feveral  fimilar  but  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempts;  we  therefore  concluded,  that 
nothing  but  leffening  the  fize  of  the  head, 
by  evacuating  the  brain,  would  allow  it  to 
pafs;  but  to  effedt  this  was  no  eafy  mat- 
ter; he  thought  it  pofhble  to  pafs  the  fcif- 
fars  through  the  Os  Palati  into  the  head, 
and  attempted  it;  when  the  fciflars  had 
pierced  the  bones,  I endeavoured  to  en- 
large the  opening,  but  could  not  do  it;  in 
tracing  with  my  finger,  round  the  head, 
as  far  as  I was  able,  I thought  there  was 
a poflibility  of  pufhing  in  fome  curved  in- 
flrumcnt  behind  the  ear,  'at  the  lower  edge 
of  the  temporal  bone;  but  the  fcilTars  be- 
ing flrait,  I could  not  ufe  them ; however, 
from  the  loofenefs  of  the  fcalp  (for  it 
ought  to  be  obferved,  that  the  child  was 
dead,  and  almofl  putrid,  which  was  cer- 
tainly 
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tuinly  the  reafon  why  the  Vertebrae  of  the 
neck  feparated  fo  eafily  when  I attempted 
to  pull  the  head)  I thought  I could  pufli 
in  the  curved  end  of  a blunt  hook,  which, 
with  a good  deal  of  difficulty,  I effected, 
and  by  degrees  inlinuated  it  under  the  tem- 
poral bone  ; the  opening  I eafily  enlarged 
by  my  linger,  and  with  one  blade  of  the 
forceps,  fo  that  at  length  fome  of  the 
brain  came  away,  the  head  was  thereby 
compreffed  into  a lmaller  compafs,  and  lhe 
was  delivered:  but  the  extreme  fatigue  llie 

O 

had  undergone  by  this  unlucky  difficulty, 
joined  to  the  immoderate  lofs  of  blood  fhe 
had  previoufly  luftained,  was  more  than 
lhe  was  able  to  fupport,  and  lhe  died  the 
following  morning, 

Since  the  above  cafe  happened  I have 
procured  a pair  of  fcifl'ars  curved  at  the 
points  (fomewhat  like  Tonlil  fcillars) 
which  may  eafily  be  ui'ed  where  it  is 
found  necellary  to  open  the  head,  after  de- 
livering the  red  of  the  child. 


CASE 
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CASE  VIII. 

JANUARY  4,  1773,  By  grave 

a pauper,  fell  in  labour,  and  a flooding 
came  on,  after  having  had  fome  pain;  I 
was  fent  for  about  an  hour  after  the  dif- 
charge  began,  and  found  it  very  conflde- 
rable;  but  there  had  been  pain  fuflicient 
to  dilate  the  Uterus,  and  to  enable  me  to 
break  the  membranes,  when  I found  a 
hand  and  foot  prefenting;  I immediately 
brought  down  both  feet,  and  delivered 
her  fafely  of' a living  child. 

CASE  IX. 

FEBRUARY  3,  1773-  Clarke . 

She  had  flooded  feveral  times,  and  in 
coniiderable  quantities,  in  the  laft  month 
of  her  pregnancy;  but  it  was  every  time 
fuppreflfed  by  the  means  I have  before  re- 
lated, and  flie  went  her  full  time. 

Her  labour  was  a natural  one,  and  at 
that  time  there  was  very  little  difcharge, 

though 
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though  it  had  been  cOndderable  a few  days 
before.  She  was  delivered  by  the  natural 
pains  of  a large  living  child;  but  imme- 
diately upon  the  expullion  of  it  there 
came  on  a mod:  profufe  fluor;  I indantly 
introduced  my  hand  into  the  Uterus,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  remove  the  Pla- 
centa with  but  little  lofs  of  time;  the 
womb  immediately  contracted,  and  the 
difcharge  abated. 

CASE  X. 

FEBRUARY  12,  1773,  I was  fent  for 

to  Marfiall , a poor  woman  in  the 

workhoufe,  who  was  in  her  lail  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  had  been  Hooding  about 
two  hours;  die  had  in  that  time  lod:  a 
very  great  quantity  of  blood,  and  was  fo 
much  funk  by  it,  that  the  died  foon  after 
I came  into  the  room. 

I had  an  opportunity  of  opening  the 
body  the  following  morning:  the  mem- 
branes adhered  universally  to  the  Uterus, 

by 
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by  the  Spongy  Chorion ; I carefully  mea- 
fured  the  water  contained  in  the  bag,  and 
there  were  three  pints  of  it:  the  child  laid 
with  the  head  obliquely  to  the  right  fide 
of  the  Fundus  Uteri,  and  the  face  to- 
wards the  Spine;  the  hands  were  turned 
upon  the  face,  holding  each  one  of  the 
feet,  fo  that  the  Podex  would  have  pre- 
fented  ; the  Placenta  was  fituated  upon  the 
Os  Uteri,  and  a partial  feparation  of  it, 
not  bigger  than  a crown  piece  was  the 
caufe  'of  this  fatal  Haemorrhage.  Before 
(lie  died  I examined  with  my  finger,  found 
the  Uterus  very  little  open,  and  did  not 
feel  the  Placenta. 

R E M A R K. 

This  cafe-  proves  that  the  Os  Uteri 
fometimes  does  not  at  all  dilate  to  the  fize 
that  has  been  ulually  thought  neceffary  for 
lafe  delivery,  and  that  it  is  not,  therefore, 
always  right  to  defer  turning  the  child,  in 
expectation  of  it:  had  I been  with  the 
woman  looner,  I certainly  fhould  have  at- 
tempted 
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tempted  it,  and  as  from  the  firft  there 

had  been  a confiderable  difcharge,  in  all 
probability,  the  Uterus  was  fo  relaxed, 
that  it  might  have  been  eafily  and  fafely 
effected. 

CASE  XI. 

MAY  15,  1773*  I was  lent  for,  in  the 

evening,  to  Malt-ward,  who  had 

ipoken  to  me  to  attend  her ; fhe  had  gone 
her  full  time,  and  fome  fymptoms  of  labour 
came  on,  accompanied  with  a flight  dif- 
charge of  blood ; I gave  her  an  anodyne, 
directed  her  to  be  kept  cool,  6cc.  and  left 
her,  with  orders  to  be  fent  for  again  if 
the  complaint  increafed. 

About  four  o’clock  in. the  morning  I 
was  called  to  her  again,  and  found  the  dif- 
charge was  increafed,  but  fhe  had  had  but 
little  pain;  however,  after  frequently  ex- 
amining, in  about  half  an  hour  the  mem- 
branes began  to  fwell,  and  I was  able  to 
break  them;  the  flooding  abated;  more 

P pains 


io6  CASES  OF  THE 

pains  came  on,  and  the  child  defcended 
into  the  Vagina,  with  the  breech  prefent- 
ing;  but  as  the  woman  was  well  formed 
it  pafled  eafily,  and  die  was  foon,  fafely, 
and  almoft  entirely  by  the  natural  pains, 
delivered  of  a dead  child. 

CASE  XII. 

JUNE  25,  1773,  I was  called  to ■ 

Sherwood,  a pauper,  under  the  care  of  a 

midwife.  She  had  been  flooding  feveral 
hours,  had  loft  a large  quantity  of  blood, 
and  was  extremely  faint.  I treated  her  as 
I had  done  moft  of  the  former  ones,  gently 
irritated  the  Os  Uteri,  and,  as  foon  as  I 
was  able,  broke  the  membranes,  and  fhe 
was,  in  like  manner,  fafely  deliveied,  by 
the  natural  pains,  of  a dead  child. 

CASE  XIII. 

JUNE  27,  1773.  V lay  ford.  She 

was  attended  by  a midwife  at  the  time  I 
was  fent  for,  and  Viad  been  flooding  very 
much  feveral  hours ; the  difcharge  was 

ftill 
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Hill  profufe,  the  Os  Uteri  quite  fhut,  and 
from  the  faintnefs  fhe  was  in,  fhe  was  al- 
together ' without  pain,  though  the  com- 
plaint came  on  with  labour,  pains : fhe  had 
the  mod;  threatening  appearance,  and  I 
very  much  feared  1 could  be  of  no  fervice 
to  her,  and  intimated  it  to  the  midwife 
and  the  affiftants,  but  added,  that  if  there 
were  any  poffible  chance,  it  mull  be  from 
immediately  delivering  her. 

As  they  were  defirous  of  another  fur- 
geon’s  opinion,  I fent  for  a gentleman, 
who  corffirmed  what  I had  faid  refpedting 
the  danger  the  woman  was  in,  and  agreed 
with  me  that  the  only  chance  fhe  could 
have  muft  be  from  a fpeedy  delivery;  the 
practicability  of  which,  however,  he  ra- 
ther doubted,  as  the  Os  Tincte  was  fo 
little  open:  I apprehended  great  difficulty 
in  doing  it,  and  feared  likewife,  that  if  I 
fucceeded  in  bringing  away  the  child,  the 
woman  would  hardly  furvive  the  lofs  fhe 
had  fuftained ; but  having  fucceeded  be- 

P 2 fore. 
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fore,  much  beyond  my  expectation,  I 
thought  it  right  to  attempt  it;  I intro- 
duced my  hand  into  the  Vagina  for  this 
purpofe,  and  firft  one,  then  more  fingers, 
into  the  Uterus,  when  (and  not  before) 
I found  the  Placenta  fixed  to  the  Os 
Uteri;  I endeavoured  to  pafs  my  finger 
through  the  fub dance  of  it,  but  was  not 
able,  though  I tried  fome  time ; I there- 
fore feparated  it  on  one  fide,  and  got  my 
hand  completely  into  the  Uterus ; the 
head  of  the  child  prefented,  but  I foon 
got  hold  of  the  feet,  brought  them  down, 
and  delivered  with  the  fame  eafe  as  in  the 
1 all:  cafe  of  turning:  the  woman  remained 
very  langtiid  a long  while,  and  feefned 
hardly  alive  for  many  hours ; but  by  fup- 
plying  her  frequently  with  cool  and  nutri- 
tious drinks,  and  carefully  managing  her 
in  other  refpedts,  {he  recovered  entirely. 

REMARK. 

This  cafe  appears  much  to  have  re- 
fembled  that  of  Marfball,  who  died  un- 
delivered ; 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  1 09 
delivered ; as  the  difcharge  was  very  pro- 
fufe,  and  the  Uterus  was  very  little  open, 
the  difference  in  the  event  being  produced 
merely  by  my  being  fortunately  called 
fooner  to  this  woman.  The  eale  with 
which  the  turning  was  effected,  and  die 
fuccefs  which  attended  it,  confirm  the 
remark  made  to  that  cafe,  that  it  is  Jome- 
times  juftifiable  to  deliver  where  the  Os 
Uteri  is  not  dilated  to  the  fize  of  a fhil- 
ling,  or  a half  crown. 

CASE  XIV. 

JANUARY  1,  1774,  I was  fent  for, 
about  noon,  to  King,  a poor  wo- 

man, who  was  at  the  full  term  of  her 
fourth  pregnancy:  without  any  previous 
accident  or  complaint,  fhe  was  feized  with 
a trifling  pain,  like  the  beginning  of  la- 
bor-pains, which  was  accompanied  with  a 
little  appearance  of  blood;  when  I firft 
faw  her,  fhe  was  not  at  all  faint,  had  loft 
a very  final  1 quantity  of  blood,  and  was 
fitting  by  the  fire  fide:  the  Os  Tineas  was 

a little 
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a little  relaxed,  but  not  open,  and  fhe  had 
no  pain.  I defired  her  to  be  laid  upon 
the  bed,  to  be  kept  very  cool  and  quiet, 
and  ordered  the  midwife  to  fend  for  me 
again,  if  fhe  found  the  flooding  increafe. 

/ 

From  this  treatment  it  abated,  and  the 
woman  got  fome  reft  in  the  afternoon ; but 
in  the  evening  her  pain  returned,  and  with 
it  fo  profufe  an  Haemorrhage,  that  before 
I could  get  to  her,  (lie  had  loft  an  aftonifh- 
ing  quantity  of  blood,  and  had  the  moft 
threatening  appearance;  the,  before,  had 
a good  pulfe,  and  a.  florid,  healthy  coun- 
tenance, but  now  her  pulfe  was  fcarcely 
perceptible,  her  countenance  was  pale, 
her  lips  livid,  &c.  from  the  extreme 
faintnefs  the  was  now  in,  the  difcharge 
and  pain  were  abated,  but  as  the  Uterus 
was  very  little  open,  as  fhe  had  no  pain, 
and  was  fo  much  funk,  there,  feemed  to 
be  no  real'on  to  expedt  afliftance  from  na- 
ture, and  no  chance  but  from  an  imme- 
diate delivery. 


I SENT 
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I sent  for  another  furgeon,  to  juftify 
what  I did;  he  agreed  with  me,  that  it 
was  the  only  chance  of  relieving  her, 
though  a very  poor  one ; however,  as  he 
approved  it,  and  the  friends  ot  the  pa- 
tient confented  to  it,  I proceeded  to  turn 
the  child.  I found,  as  foon  as  I had  in- 
troduced one  finger  into  the  Os  Tinea?, 
that  the  Placenta  was  fituated  as  in  the 
laft  cafe,  and  I was  now  able  to  infinuate 
my  finger  and  hand  through  the  fubftance 
of  it,  which,  as  I before  oblerved,  is  an 
advantage;  the  child  was  in  a natural  pol- 
ture,  but  I palled  the  head,  got  hold  oi 
the  feet,  and  by  them  brought  it  away 
>with  all  defirable  facility : the  woman  im- 
mediately, and  for  fome  time  after  deli- 
very, appeared  rather  better,  as  {he  took 
nutriment  and  was  rather  revived;  but 
nature  was  unable  to  recover  from  the 
great  lofs  {he  had  fuftained,  and  (lie  died 
about  fix  hours  aftyr. 
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CASE  XV. 

JANUARY  21,  1774, Bond . 

This  was  a patient  of  the  fame  gentle- 
man who  was  with  me  in  the  lad  cafe. 
He  fent  for  me  in  the  evening,  and  the 
woman  was  then  in  the  fame  dreadful 
flate  that  my  laffc  patient  was  in  when  I 
fent  for  him. 

He  informed  me  that  he  had  feen  her 
the  preceding  evening,  that  Ihe  was  then, 
to  all  appearance,  in  perfect  health,  but 
that  Ihe  had  been  alarmed  by  a final  1 did 
charge  of  blood  from  the  Uterus;  he  bled 
her,  gave  her  an  anodyne,  ordered  her  to 
be  kept  cool  and  quiet,  and  fxw  her  the 
following  morning:  ihe  had  a good  night, 
and  the  appearance  of  blood  was  not  more 
confiderable,  but  in  the  evening  it  had 
fuddenly  increafed  to  a mod  violent  de- 
gree, infomuch  as  to  have  reduced  her,  in 
a fhort  l'pace  of  time,  to  the  deplorable 
date  in  which  we  found  her. 

She 
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' She  Teemed  to  be  dying,  but  as  we 
thought  it  juftifiable  to  give  her  the  only 
poffible  chance,  by  turning  the  child,  by 
his  leave,  I introduced  my  hand,  the  Ute- 
rus was  fhut,  though  loofe  and  relaxed, 
and  as  Toon  as  I got  one  of  my  fingers 
into  it,  I found  the  Placenta  fixed  to  the 
mouth  of  it:  in  this  cafe  I could  not  pafs 
through  the  Tub  dance  of  it,  but  leparated 
it  on  one  tide,  got  my  hand  within  the 
membranes,  turned,  and  brought  away 
the  child,  with  the  fame  remarkable  eale 
as  in  the  other  cafe ; but  this  was  attended 
with  no  better  fuccefs  than  the  former 
cafe,  for  fhe  died  in  half  an  hour  after 
delivery. 

REMARK. 

The  unhappy  events  of  the  two  lafl 
related  cafes,  feem  at  iird  to  contradict  a 
remark  made  but  a few  pages  before ; as  it 
may,  perhaps,  be  thought  that  it  would 
have  been  fafer  to  have  deferred  the  deli- 

o. 
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very  longer,  becaufe  the  Os  Uteri  was  fo 
little  open  in  either  of  them. 

But  fo  far  from  the  turning  having 
been  prematurely  done,  I am  convinced 
its  want  of  fuccefs  was  owing  folely  to  its 
having  been  too  long  delayed : for  when  I 
proceeded  to  deliver'  the  woman  had  every 
lymptom  of  approaching  death,  and  though 
my  principal  motive  in  turning  was  to 
give  them  a chance  of  recovery,  as  no  other 
means  could  poflibly  do  it,  yet  I was  like- 
wife  further  induced  to  attempt  it,  that  I 
might  be  fatisfied  of  the  lituation  of  the 
Placenta,  which,  about  this  time,  began 
to  excite  my  attention ; and  I well  remem- 
ber urging  this  to  the  gentleman  who 
was  with  me,  as  an  additional  reafon  why 
I wifhed  to  do  it,  as  from  their  being  fo 
much  reduced  by  the  great  lofs  of  blood, 
he  at  firft  rather  difcouraged  it. 

The  lingular  eafe  with  which  it  was 
effected  ill  both  cafes  is  likewife  in  my 

opinion 
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opinion  a pofitive  proof  that  no  mifchief 
was  brought  on  by  turning;  for,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  that  operation,  it  has  been  before 
obferved,  that  difficulty  in  doing  it  is  the 
true  mark  of  danger,  and  facility  is  there- 
fore that  of  fafety. 

If  I had  not  delivered,  very  probably,  I 
fhould  not  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
opening  the  bodies  after  death,  and  as, 
confequently,  I fhould  have  known  no- 
thing of  the  Placenta,  I could  not  pof- 
libly,  with  fo  much  certainty,  have  made 
the  diflin&ion  I have  fince  done,  between 
floodings  which  are  accident  al,  and  thofe 
which  are  unavoidable . 

It  may  not  be  improper  further  to 
remark  here,  that  in  the  management  of 
the  cafes  which  have  hitherto  been  re- 
lated, I was  influenced  by  no  other  cir- 
cumftances  than  thofe  which  are  ufually 
attended  to  in  floodings,  namely,  the 
quantity  of  blood  which  had  been  loft, 

0^2  and 
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and  the  feeming  ftrength  of  the  patient ; 
for  though  the  Placenta  being  found  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Uterus,  was,  in  the 
cafes  of  Wtlden  and  Freeman,  an  addi- 
tional inducement  to  my  turning,  yet  the 
idea  of  the  frequent  occurrence  of  fueh  a 
circumftance,  did  not  ftrike  me  till  thofe 
of  Playford,  Marjhall,  King  and  Bond 
had  fallen  under  my  notice;  nor,  indeed, 
was  I fenfible  of  the  importance  of  an 
early  enquiry,  whether  the  Placenta  was 
or  was  not  fo  fituated,  till  the  two  laft 
cafes  happened,  in  both  which  it  appeared 
fo  evident,  that  had  its  fituation  been 
fooner  known,  the  children  might  have 
been  brought  away  before  fo  great  a quan- 
tity of  blood  had  been  loft,  and  very  pro- 
bably the  lives  both  of  the  mothers  and 
the  children  had  been  faved. 

CASE  XVI. 

JANUARY  24,  1774,  I was  fent  fer 
on  the  evening  of  this  day,  by  the  fame 
gentleman  with  whom  I had  been  in  the 

la  ft 
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laft  cafe  to Flood,  who  was  at  the  lat- 

ter end  of  the  ninth  month  of  pregnancy, 
and  had  juft  before  he  faw  her,  been 
feized  with  a Uterine  Haemorrhage,  but 
much  blood  had  not  yet  been  loft;  I ad~ 
vifed  a careful  and  immediate  e7:amination 
of  the  Uterus,  to  know  whether  the  Pla- 
centa was  fituated  at  the  mouth  of  it,  and 
that  the  management  of  the  cafe  fhould 
be  influenced  by  the  information  thence 
gained;  this  examination  was  accordingly 
made,  and  we  were  convinced  that  the 
Placenta  was  not  there;  we  therefore  di- 
refted  an  anodyne,  ordered  her  to  be  kept 
ftill  and  cool,  and  left  her. 

From  this  treatment,  the  difeharge,  for 
fome  hours  abated,  but  it  returned  in  the 
morning,  accompanied,  however,  with 
flight  pains,  which  were  increafed  by 
gently  irritating  the  Os  Uteri  with  the 
Anger,  till  the  membranes  fwelled,  and 
gave  us  an  opportunity  of  piercing  them  ; 
more  pains  fucceeded,  and  the  patient  was 


at 
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at  length  fafely  delivered  by  their  foie 
affi  fiance. 


CASE  XVII, 

APRIL  7,  1774,  I was  called  in  the 

morning  to Hewlett,  a poor  woman, 

who  was  feized  with  a flooding  at  the  end 
of  her  ninth  month : at  the  time  I faw 
her  (lie  had  a midwife  with  her ; I exa- 
mined her  in  the  lame  manner  I had  done 
the  laft  patient,  and  being  fully  fatisfied 
that  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way,  I 
gave  the  flame  directions  as  were  obferved 
in  the  laft  cafe;  the  difeharge  in  like 
manner  abated,  and  towards  the  evening 
llie  was  fafely  delivered  by  the  natural 
pains,  having  no  other  afliftance  than  the 
midwife  who  was  with  her  at  firft. 

CASE  XVIII.  - 

• MAY  18,  1774,  a very  delicate  relaxed 
lady,  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month 
of  her  flrtl  pregnancy,  foon  after  getting 
her  breakfaft,  had  luddenly  a flight  dif- 
eharge 
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charge  of  blood  from  the  Uterus,  occa- 
fioned,  as  flie  imagined,  by  a fmart  fhock 
of  fneezingj  fhe  was  immedately  carried 
to  bed,  and  I was  fent  for. 

The  difcharge  continued,  but  was  not 
increafed  in  quantity,  and  in  about  half 
an  hour  I had  an  opportunity  of  examining, 
and  found  the  Os  Uteri  quite  clofe  and 
unyielding.  As  the  Vagina  was  very 
drift,  and  there  had  not  been  difcharge 
of  any  kind  to  relax  it  diffidently 
for  the  admiffion  of  the  hand,  without 
confiderable  pain,  and  greatly  alarming 
the  patient,  who  had  no  apprehenlion  of 
the  danger  of  her  fituation,  I ventured  to 
defer  the  enquiry,  and  made  ufe,  at  drd, 
only  of  the  methods  commonly  uled  to 
redrain  it;  but  i thought  it  right  to  day 
with  her : the  Haemorrhage  was  thereby 
kept  from  increafing  many  hours ; but 
before  the  next  morning  it  became  more 
formidable,  fo  that  I thought  it  impru- 
dent to  remain  any  longer  ignorant  of  the 

caufe 
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caufe  of  it ; I therefore  examined  in  the 
way  before  directed,  which  was  now  done 
with  tolerable  eafe;  and  finding  that  the 
Placenta  was  not  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Uterus,  I ftill  v/aited  for  the  natural 
pains,  and  endeavoured  to  excite  them  by 
the  gentle  ftimulus  of  the  finger  on  the 
Os  Tincae;  in  about  two  hours  they  came 
on,  and  pufhed  down  the  bag,  which  I 
foon  opened;  the  difeharge  abated,  and 
the  head  defeending  by  repeated  and  gentle 
pains,  flie  was  at  length  fafely  delivered 
of  a dead  child. 

CASE  XIX. 

JULY  14,  1774,  about  eleven  o’clock 

in  the  forenoon  I was  fent  for  to 

V carman , with  whom  a midwife  had  been 
ieveral  hours;  flie  was  in  her  ninth  month, 
had  a frnall  but  increafing  difeharge  from 
the  Uterus,  was  faint,  and  without  labor 
pain  ; I examined  carefully  without  lofing 
any  time,  and  being  convinced  that  the 
Placenta  was  not  at  the  Os  Uteri,  I gave 

her 
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her  hopes  of  being  releafed  by  the  natural 
pains  j to  effedt  which  I rendered  the  air 
as  cool  as  I could,  leffened  the  number  of 
bed-cloaths,  and  endeavoured  to  excite 
pain,  by  gentle  irritation  on  the  Os  Tin- 
c<£ , the  difcharge  became  lefs,  but  no 
pain  coming  on,  I left  her,  with  direc- 
tions to  be  called  again  on  return  of  flood- 
ing or  coming  on  of  pain. 

In  a few  hours  after  I was  fent  for  on 
the  former  account ; I then  repeated  my 
efforts  to  excite  the  Uterus  to  a6t,  and  at 
lafl:  fo  much  pain  came  on  as  protruded 
the  membranes,  which,  as  before,  I in- 
flantly  broke ; more  pains  fucceeded,  the 
Haemorrhage  flopped*  and,  to  the  fur- 
prize  of  the  patient  and  her  attendants,  a 
few  very  trifling  pains  expelled  a living 
child. 

CASE  XX. 

NOVEMBER  8,  1774,  I was  fent  for 
to  a poor  woman  at  Ring/and,  about  fix 
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miles  from  this  city:  the  mcflenger’s  ac- 
count of  her  was,  that  fhe  had  been  flood- 
ing, more  or  lets,  for  feveral  days;  that 
the  difcharge  had -that  morning  increafed 
immoderately;  and  that  the  midwife  who 
was  with  her  was  greatly  alarmed,  and 
thought  herfelf  unable  to  relieve  her. 
From  this  defeription  of  her  I told  him 
there  was  very  little  probability  of  finding 
her  alive;  and  my  conjedture  proved  true, 
for  [he  had  been  dead  about  an  hour  be- 
fore we  got  there. 

The  midwife,  who  attended  her,  being 
an  intelligent  and  communicative  woman, 
I learned  from  her  that  her  patient,  who 
was  in  her  laft  month  of  pregnancy,  had 
been  as  well  as  ufual  during  the  former 
months;  but  fix  days  before,  without  any 
previous  complaint,  a flight  difcharge  came 
on,  accompanied  with  fome  pain,  which, 
however,  ltopped  of  itfelf,  and  the  pain 
went  off;  that  it  had  returned  feveral  times 
and  at  each  time  in  an  increafed  quantity; 

that 
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that  flie  had  examined  her  at  fcveral  dif- 
ferent times,  but  found  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  fhut ; and  with  the  laft  attack, 
which  was  the  morning  of  that  day,  and 
was  more  violent  than  any  of  the  preced- 
ing ones,  flie  had  very  confiderable  pains, 
and  expreffed  fuch  ftrong  figns  of  bearing 
down,  that  fhe  thought  her  near  delivery; 
and  in  that  date  fheap-ain  examined  her,  and 
then  found  the  Os  Uteri  coniiderablv 
open ; fhe  removed  feveral  coagula  of 
blood,  which  were  in  the  Vagina,  and  at 
the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and  expedted  to 
feel  the  head  of  the  child,  but  in  its  ftead 
fhe  found  (to  ufe  her  own  words)  a Jirange 
lump  of  ftringy  fubftance , unlike  any  thing 
fhe  had  ever  before  felt;  the  flooding  ftill 
continued,  the  blood  pouring  forth  with 
every  pain,  till  the  poor  creature  fell  into 
a fainting,  from  whence  flie  did  not  re- 
cover. 

I was  defirous  of  opening  the  body,  to 
be  convinced  of  the  fituation  of  the  Pla- 

R 2 


centa. 
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centa,  but  could  not  obtain  the  confent  of 
the  by-ftanders;  there  can,  however,  I 
think,  be  little  reafon  to  doubt  its  being 
at  the  Os  Uteri,  as  nothing  elfe  could  an- 
fwer  the  midwife’s  defcription  of  a lump  of 
(Iringy  J'ubfance , or  could  hinder  the  de- 
fcent  of  the  child,  when  nature  was  aflifted 
by  fuch  ftrong  pains,  and  when  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  was  fo  much  open.  I afked 
her  if  die  had  ever  before  found  the  Pla- 
centa in  fuch  a fltuation;  fhe  told  me  die 
had  never,  till  now,  been  with  a patient 
who  dooded  before  delivery,  though  die 
had  attended  feveral  hundred  women  ; but 
die  believed  this  could  be  nothing  elfe. 

CASE  XXI. 

NOVEMBER  20,  1774,  a midwife, 
with  whom  I have  before  frequently  been, 
called  upon  me  for  my  advice  about  a pa- 
tient die  was  then  going  to,  whofe  name 
was  Bailey , and  with  whom  die  had  been 
the  day  before,  at  which  time  there  was 
a dight  flooding,  which  had  been  then 

checked 
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checked  by  keeping  her  dill  and  cool,  but 
flie  found  it  was  at  this  time  returned. 

As  I could  not  conveniently  go  with 
her,  I defired  her  to  be  very  careful  in  ex- 
amining the  patient,  and  to  be  fatisfied 
whether  there  was  any  thing  unufual  at 
the  Os  Uteri,  in  which  cafe  I defired  her 
to  fend  for  me;  otherwife  die  might  fafely 
wait  the  coming  on  of  pains,  in  the  mean 
time  keeping  her  cool,  and  in  bed. 

She  called  on  me  the  next  day  to  in- 
form me  die  had  purfued  my  advice,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  was  opening,  but 
die  found  nothing  there  like  what  I had 
defcribed  to  her ; die  therefore,  agreeably 
to  my  diredions,  waited,  and  notwith- 
standing the  continuance  of  the  difcharge, 
die  was  fafely  and  eafiTy  delivered,  by 
the  natural  pains,  before  the  following 
morning. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXII. 

DECEMBER  16,  1774,  Smith,  a 

healthy  ftrong  young  woman,  in  the  lail 
month  of  pregnancy,  fent  for  me  in  the 
evening,  having  had,  for  fevcral  hours,  a 
di  fcharge  of  blood  from  the  U ter  us . I im- 
mediately introduced  my  hand  into  the 
Vagina,  and  with  one  finger  in  the  Os 
Uteri,  which  was  foft  and  yielding,  I ima- 
gined 1 found  the  Placenta,  but  upon  fur- 
ther examination  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 
nothing  more  than  a coagulum  of  blood,  as 

I very  evidently  felt  the  membranes,  with 

the  head  of  the  child  behind  them.  The 

dilatation  produced  by  this  examination  was 

fufficient  to  have  rendered  the  introduction 

of  the  hand  into  the  Uterus,  to  turn  the 

Foetus,  very  prafticable,  if  it  had  been 

neceffary,  but  being  confident  of  the  great 

probability  there  was  of  nature’s  being 

able  to  expel  the  child  in  due  time,  I 

thought  it  right  to  endeavour  to  rcftrain 

the  prefent  dil'charge,  and  w;it  for  pain. 
r This 
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This  was  foon  effected  by  the  ufaal  means, 
and  there  feemed  a probability  of  her  go- 
ing to  her  full  time,  if  kept  dill  cool,  for 
it  (topped  entirely  for  two  days. 

It  returned,  however,  on  the  third  day 
from  the  fird  attack,  when  it  was  probably 
occafioned  by  foine  imprudent  exercife  in 
the  woman,  as  fine  had  not  yet  gone  her 
full  time;  but  being  now  accompanied 
with  pains,  the  Uterus  opened,  the  child 
was  pufhed  down  and  expelled  with  re- 
markable eafe.  The  Hsemorrhage  in  this 
cafe  rather  increased  after  the  delivery  of 
the  child,  and  did  not  abate  till  the  Pla- 
centa was  removed,  which  did  not  defcsnd 
fo  foon  as  it  ufually  does. 

CASE  XXIII. 

DECEMBER  21,  1774,  I vifited  Mrs. 
L — , llie  was  in  her  lad;  month  of  preg- 
nancy, and  had  a flight  dilcharge  of  blood 
from  the  Uterus  the  preceding  day,  but 
it  was  flopped  when  I was  with  her,  and 

fhe 
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Hie  had  no  pain.  I had  not  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  womb;  I therefore  only 
recommended  ftillnefs  and  reft,  and  defired 
to  be  again  fent  for  if  it  returned  in  the 
leaft  degree. 

On  the  25th  I was  fent  for  early  in 
the  forenoon,  the  difeharge  having  re- 
turned, and  being  then  confiderable : I 
immediately  examined,  and,  as  in  the  laft 
cafe,  imagined  I felt  one  edge  of  the 
Placenta  on  the  pofterior  fide  of  the  Os 
Tineas,  but  on  my  tracing  my  finger  com- 
pleatly  round  it,  I diftindtly  felt  the  mem- 
branes, and  the  child’s  head  behind  them; 
I ventured,  therefore,  to  wait,  and  gave 
my  patient  hopes  of  being  fafely  delivered, 
without  any  other  than  the  ufual  aftiftance ; 
from  cooling  the  air.  See.  it  again  abated, 
nor  was  there  any  return  of  it  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day,  and  the  following 
night.  About  nine  o’clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, the  26th,  fhe  was  again  alarmed  by 
a return  of  it,  and  with  increnfed  vio- 
lence ; 
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fence;  upon  examination,  I again  thought 
there  was  an  edge  of  the  Placenta  in  the 
mouth  of  the  Uterus,  but  as  it  could  be 
but  a very  fmall  portion  of  it,  and  as  there 
was  fufficient  paftage  for  the  child,  and, 
moreover,  during  the  pains,  which  now 
came  on,  as  the  difcharge  did  not  increafe, 
but  flopped,  I thought  it  hill  fafe  to  wait, 
and  endeavoured  immediately  to  break  the 
membranes,  which,  with  forne  difficulty, 
1 effected;  the  difcharge  became  lefs,  but 
the  pains  went  off,  and  by  keeping  her 
very  cool  and  free  from  motion,  the  He- 
morrhage was  inconfiderable  all  the  day 
and  the  following  night. 

On  the  27th,  about  fix  o’clock,  it  came 
on  again,  and  in  a larger  dream  than  ever ; 
as  her  pains  were  ilill  but  trifling,  and, 
from  the  frequent  return  of  the  flooding, 
fhe  had  loft  a large  quantity  of  blood,  I 
began  to  apprehend  danger,  and  almoft  to 
think  1 had  done  wrong  in  fo  long  truft- 
ing  to  nature  j I was  therefore,  for  fome 

S time. 
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time,  embarraffed  to  determine  what  was 
now  belt  to  do,  but  it  being  again  checked 
by  admitting  the  cold  air  into  the  room, 
which  had  not  been  fufficiently  attended 
to  in  my  ab fence,  I was  once  more  encou- 
raged to  wait,  and  fortunately  from  this 
time,  there  was.  no  great  return  of  it; 
in  about  two  hours  the  pains  increafed, 
the  Uterus  opened,  and  the  head  came 
forward,  and  though  from  its  being  large, 
and  the  Pelvis  not  a good  one,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  labour  was  much  flower  than  I 
had  ever  before  found  it  in  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances,  it  terminated  fafely  by  na- 
ture’s. foie  afliftance,  before  one  o’clock ; 
the  Haemorrhage  was  inconliderable  after 
delivery,  and  my  patient,  though  much 
reduced,  and  being  in  other  relpedts  a 
fickly  woman,  recovered  entirely. 

There  was  a peculiarity  in  the  form 
and  texture  of  the  Placenta  in  this  cafe 
that  deferves  notice,  as  probably,  the  He- 
morrhage was,  in  fome  meafure,  occa- 

fioned 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  131 

Honed  by  it;  inftead  of  the  ufual  circum- 
fcribed  and  -circular  cake,  thick  in  the 
middle,  and  becoming  lefs  and  lefs  to- 
wards the  edges,  it  was  an  uneven  mafs, 
thinly,  and,  in  fome  places,  almoft  fuper- 
hcially  fpread  over  near  one  lide  of  the 
Uterus;  the  edges  of  it  terminated  in  a 
broken  manner,  forming  fomewhat  like 
the  lines  of  a very  irregular  ifland  on  a 
map,  and  one  edge  making  almoft  a de- 
tached lobe,  hung  down  on  one  lide  of 
the  Os  Tineas,  and  was,  I was  now  con- 
vinced, what  I had  before  felt,  and  what 
had  probably  produced  fome  of  the  flood- 
ing, but  the  principal  difeharge  feemed, 
by  the  difcoloration  of  the  Placenta,  to 
have  arifen  from  a feparation  of  it  higher 
up  in  the  Uterus. 

CASE  XXIV. 

JUNE  19,  1775,  I was  fent  for  to 

Hook , a poor  woman,  under  the 

care  of  a midwife  : fhe  had  been  flooding 
feveral  hours,  and  in  the  laft  half  hour, 
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the  difcharge  had  confiderably  increafed. 

I immediately' examined  with  my  hand  in 
the  Vagina  (for  with  the  finger  only  I 
could  but  juft  touch  the  outlide  of  the  Os 
Uteri,)  and  found,  by  introducing  one 
finger  into  the  Uterus,  that  the  Placenta 
was  at  the  mouth  of  it : ihe  hai  loft  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  and  was 
very  faint,  but  did  not  appear  to  have 
iuffered  lb  much  as  to  have  induced  me, 
had  the  Placenta  not  been  there,  or  had  I 
made  no  enquiry  to  find  it,  to  have  turned 
the  child;  but  being  convinced  of  the 
danger  of  delay,  I determined  to  deliver, 
and  previous  to  my  doing  it,  fent'  for  a 
furgeon  who  had  been  before  with  me  in 
fome  of  the  foregoing  cafes. 

When  he  came  I told  him  the  wo- 
man’s fituation,  and  defired  him  to  exa- 
mine in  the  common  way,  with  one  finger 
only,  which  he  did,  but  could  find  no- 
thing unufual  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb ; 
1 then  defired  him  to  introduce  his  hand. 


as 
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as  I had  done;  he  did  this,  and  immedi- 
ately difcovered  the  Placenta;  he  there- 
fore, agreed  with  me  in  the  propriety  of 
immediate  delivery. 

I introduced  my  hand  into  the  Ute- 
rus, and  found  the  child  lying  in  the  na- 
tural pofture,  I paffed  the  head,  and  with 
tolerable  eafe  got  hold  of  the  feet,  brought 
them  down,  and  extracted  a dead  child. 

The  woman  remained  extremely  lan- 
guid for  fome  time  after  delivery,  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  and  that  Ihe  la- 
boured under  every  difadvantage  produced 
by  extreme  poverty,  and  a remarkable  ig- 
norance in  her  affiftants,  having  neither 
pure  air,  clean  linen,  and  fcarce  common 
nutriment  for  feveral  hours,  yet  the  per- 
fectly recovered'. 

REMARK. 

As  this  woman  had  not  gone  her  full 
time,  being,  according  to  her  own  ac- 
count. 
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count,  in  the  middle  of  the  eighth  month, 
which  feemed  true  from  the  fmallnefs  of 
the  child,  I expected  to  have  had  fome 
difficulty  in  introducing  the  hand,  the 
Uterus  not  being  compleatly  diftended, 
but  notwithftanding  the  mouth  of  it  was 
but  little  open,  it  gave  way  with  the  fame 
eafe  I have  ever  obferved  in  thefe  cafes, 
and  the  delivery  was  effected  with  no  more 
than  ufual  trouble. 

I 

The  neceffity  of  introducing  the  hand 
into  the  Vagina,  and  admitting  one  linger 
into  the  Uterus,  in  order  to  diftinguilh 
with  certainty  whether  the  Placenta  be  at 
the  mouth  of  it  or  not,  has  been  before 
obferved,  and  feveral  of  the  former  cafes 
have  proved  the  propriety  of  it:  in  Play  ford. 
King , and  Bond,  it  was  not  found  till 
the  hand  was  admitted  for  the  purpofe 
of  turning,  and  in  Marjhall , though  the 
ufual  examination  was  made  before  ffie 
died,  it  was  not  known  till  the  Uterus 
was  opened;  in  the  prefent  ca/e  it  not 

, being 
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being  difcoverable  by  two  different  per- 
sons who  examined  at  firft  in  the  ufual 
way,  is  a very  remarkable  proof  of  the 
neceffity  there  is  for  doing  it;  I there- 
fore, thought  it  right  again  to  take  notice 
of  it  in  this  place,  as  it  may  perhaps, 
more  ftrongly  imprefs  the  reader. 

CASE  XXV. 

JULY  1,  1775, Skerringbam . In 

the  courfe  of  the  preceding  week  fhe  had 
feveral  times  had  a flight  Haemorrhage 
from  the  Uterus,  which  returning  more 
confiderably  this  morning,  made  her  fend 
for  her  midwife:  it  continued  during  the 
day,  accompanied  however,  with  flight 
pains;  but  as  they  did  not  increafe,  the 
flooding  continued,  and  fire  became  faint, 
1 was  fent  for  about  lix  o’clock  in  the 
evening. 

I immediately  examined,  as  in  the 
laft  cafe,  and  was  fatisfied  that  the  Pla- 
centa was  ?iot  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 


as 
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as  I very  diftindtly  felt  the  head  of  the 
child  prefenting:  I therefore  waited,  and 
endeavoured  to  excite  pain,  and,  as  foon 
as  I was  able,  broke  the  membranes ; her 
pains  became  ftronger,  the  Os  Uteri  di- 
lated, and  the  flooding  entirely  ceafed,  and 
I expected  fhe  would  have  been  delivered 
with  the  eafe  and  quicknels  pecular  to 
thefe  cafes,  but  in  this  I was  difappointed, 
for  it  proved  very  laborious,  and  the  head 
defcended  into  the  hollow  of  the  Sacrum 
fo  flowly,  that  fhe  was  not  delivered  till 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning:  it  was  a large 
living  child,  the  Placenta  was  carefully 
removed,  the  difcharge  was  trifling,  and 
the  woman  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  XXVI. 

Mrs.  B — , the  fubjedt  of  the  follow- 
ing cafe,  was  patient  to  the  fame  gentleman 
who  has  favoured  me  with  his  aflifhnce 
in  feveral  of  the  former  cafes.  She  is  a 
woman  of  a very  tender  and  delicate  conllU 
tution,  has  been  mother  to  feven  children, 

and 
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and  has  had  very  bad  health  for  feveral 
years  pah. 

August  20,  1775,  being  at  her  full 
reckoning,  fhe  had  the  preceding  day,  and 
all  the  night,  fmall  pains  in  her  back, 
which  fhe  confidered  as  the  fore-runners 
( of  labor;  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing the  pains  fuddenly  became  hronger, 
and  fhe  felt  a prelfure  upon  the  lower  part 
of  the  Uterus,  which  was  followed  by  a 
difcharge;  it  was  in  a confiderable  quan- 
tity, and  hie  imagined  it  to  be  water,  till, 
upon  examination,  hie  found  it  blood: 
fhe  immediately  lent  for  her  furgeon;  who 
came  to  her  about  ten  o’clock;  the  pains 
had  then  entirely  left  her,  but  the  dis- 
charge continued  flowly  trickling  from 
the  Utprtis;  as  foon  as  he  had  an  oppor- 
tunity he  examined  with  the  hand  in  the 
Vagina , and  diftindtly  felt  the  Placenta  at 
the  mouth  of  the  womb;  he  foon  after 
fent  for  me,  and  I was  with  the  patient 
about  eleven  o’clock. 
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She  was  ftill  without  pain,  and  the 
difeharge  was  lefs  in  quantity,  and  of  a 
paler  colour:  I examined  in  the  fame  man- 
ner he  had  done,  and  found  the  Placenta 
in  the  before- mentioned  fituation;  the  Os 
Uteri  was  dilated  to  about  the  lize  of  a 
fhiiling,  but  upon  my  attempting  to  in- 
troduce three  fingers  into  it,  it  contracted 
fo  clofely  round  them,  and  was  fo  rigid, 
that  I concluded  the  delivery  would  as  yet 
be  attended  with  too  much  difficulty  to 
render  it  advileable,  and  as  there  had  not 
yet  been  bleeding  fufficient  to  injure  her, 
and  it  was  now  almofl  entirely  flopped, 
we  thought  it  right  to  wait  till  the  parts 
were  more  relaxed  by  difeharge,  or  di- 
lated by  pain ; but  we  flaid  with  the  pa- 
tient, faw  every  cloth  which  had  been 
ufed,  and  examined  the  Uterus  alternately 
once  in  an  hour. 

About  three  o’clock  there  came  on 
fuch  pains  as  fhe  before  had  in  the  night, 
but  they  were  not  fufficient  to  open  the 

Uterus 
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Uterus  more,  and  therefore  did  not  in- 
creafe  the  bleeding : about  five  o’clock  the 
pain  fuddenly  became  more  violent,  the 
Uterus  was  more  widely  dilated  by  it, 
which  producing  a further  feparation  of 
the  Placenta,  a frefh  difcharge  was  occa- 
fioned,  and  it  was  now  rapid  and  confide- 
rable;  there  was  therefore  every  reafon 
to  juftify  immediate  delivery,  the  Os  Uteri 
was  more  dilated,  it  was  more  relaxed, 
and  more  yielding,  and  the  Haemorrhage 
was  fo  confiderable,  that  a further  delay 
might  have  been  attended  with  the  utmoll 
danger;  he,  therefore,  proceeded  to  turn, 
which  he  did  flowly,  but  with  great  eafe, 
and  extracted  a living  child. 

Th  ere  was  no  difcharge  of  confequence 
immediately  after  delivery,  nor  whillt  we 
ifaid  with  her,  which  was  more  than  half 
an  hour,  but  upon  my  calling  again  in 
the  evening,  I found  the  room  too  warm, 
and  file  was  much  more  faint  than  the 
had  before  been;  but  from  cooling  the 

T 2 
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air,/  and  adding  a little  prefiure  to  the 
Abdomen,  it  abated,  fhe  had  a tolerable 
night,  and  was  nearly  as  well  the  next 
morning  as  fhe  ufually  found  herfelf  after 
labor. 


R E M A R K. 

The  happy  event  of  the  above  re- 
cited cafe  has  afforded  me  peculiar  latis- 
fadtion,  as  the  management  of  it,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  complaint,  was  in 
exadt  conformity  to  the  directions  I have 
given,  and  it  appears  to  be  a full  proof  of 
the  propriety  of  them;  for  fuppofing  it  had 
been  treated  in  the  way  commonly  adopted, 
the  fituation  of  the  Placenta  would  not 
have  been  known  fo  early;  and  fuppofing 
that  circumftance  not  to  have  been  thought 
of,  as  after  the  difeharge  there  was  no 
pain,  and  the  bleeding  was  inconfide- 

rable,  no  one,  I am  perluaded,  would  have 

• - • 

fcrupled  leaving  the  patient  in  the  fore- 
noon. The  lurgeon,  in  fuch  cafe,  pro- 
bably would  not  have  been  fent  for  again 

till 
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till  the  evening,  when  tfre  pain  and  Hae- 
morrhage returned  fo  fuddenly  and  pro- 
fufely,  that  as  fome  time  muft  neceftarily 
have  been  loft  before  he  could  have  been 
with  her,  it  is  not  unlikely  but  at  his  ar- 
rival he  might  have  found  her  in  the  fame 
lituation,  that,  under  fimilar  circumftances, 
the  women  mentioned  in  cafes  No.  14  and 
15,  were  found  in,  and  might,  therefore, 
have  been  unable  to  fave  her. 

It  may  not  be  improper,  likewife,  to 
obferve,  that  the  precise  time  for  turning 
the  child  feems  very  happily  to  have  been 
hit  upon  ; for  had  we  proceeded  to  deliver 
before  the  Utdrtls  was  fufficifcntly  relaxed, 
there  certainly  would  have  been  great 
difficulty  in  effecting  it,  and  the  woman 
might  very  probably,  have  fuffered  mate- 
rially from  the  • violence  that  muft  in  that 
cafe  have  been  ufcd;  and-  oh  the  other 
hand,  if  we  had  waited  for  a further  dila- 
tation of  the  womb,  as  that  could  not 
have  taken  place  without  an  increafe  of 

the 
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the  difcharge,  Ihe,  very  likely,  would  have 
been  unable  to  fuftain  the  lofs  of  blood, 
more  efpecially  as  the  extreme  weaknefs 
of  her  conftitution,  and  the  bad  health 
Hie  had  for  fome  time  paft  been  in,  ren- 
dered her  a very  improper  fubjed  for  ei- 
ther extreme. 

CASE  XXVII. 

SEPTEMBER  16,  1775,  about  live 

o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  I vifited  

Olley , a poor  woman  who  was  near  her 
full  reckoning;  Hie  had  a difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  Uterus,  which  firft  came 
on  about  a month  before,  but  it  had  never 
been  profufe,  as  it  abated  by  reft,  and  an 
horizontal  polfure,  and  returned  only 
upon  any  conliderable  exertion,'  in  walk- 
ing, Hooping,  &c.  it  was  this  day,  how- 
ever a good  deal  alarming,  being  much 
increafed  in  quantity,  and  accompanied 
with  pain. 


I INTRO- 
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I introduced  my  hand  into  the  Va- 
gina and  from  a careful  examination  of 
the  womb  was  fatisfied  that  the  Placenta 
Was  not  at  the  mouth  of  lti  in  making 
this  enquiry,  I was  able  to  break  the  mem- 
branes, a coniiderable  deal  of  water  efcaped, 
and  the  Haemorrhage  inftantly  ceafed ; and, 
though  lufficient  pains  did  not  immedi- 
ately come  on,  fhe  was,  about  feven  hours 
after,  fafzly  delivered,  by  their  foie  aflift- 
ance,  of  a large  living  child. 

CASE  XXVIII. 

SEPTEMBER  18,  1775,  I was  called 
about  midnight  to  the  wife  of Bax- 

ter, another  poor  woman,  under  the  care 
of  a midwife ; I was  informed,  that  in  the 
courfe  of  the  preceding  three  weeks  fhe 

had  frequently  been  alarmed  with  a dif- 

* 

charge  of  blood  from  the  womb,  and  that 
for  about  two  hours  before  my  arrival,  fhe 
had  been  flooding  mod  profufelyj  though 
lhe  was  very  near  her  full  time,  there  were 
not  any  fymptoms  of  labor,  nor  had  fhe 

yet 
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yet  had  the  moft  trifling  pain  : fhe  was 
extremely  faint-,  her  pulfe  were  hardly 
perceptible,  and  fhe  appeared  fo  much 
reduced  as  to  be  in  the  moft  imminent 
danger. 

I introduced  my  hand  into  the  Va- 
gina, and  found  it  full  of  coagulated  blood, 
and  with  my  finger  carefully  examined  the- 
mouth  of  the  Uterus,  which,  though  very 
little  open,  was,  from  the  long  continu- 
ance of  the  Haemorrhage,  loofe  and  dilat- 
able: being  convinced  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  in  the  way,  I endeavoured  to  break 
the  membranes,  but  I could  not  do  it  fo 
foon  as  in  the  laft  cafe;  after  feveral  re- 
peated attempts,  however,  I at  length  fuc- 
ceeded,  and  a very  large  quantity  of  water 
poured  forth,  by  which  means  the  Hae- 
morrhage was  immediately  fupprefled. 

I continued  a little  ftimulus  to  the 
Os  Uteri,  and  it  evidently  brought  on 
pain,  which  gradually  increafing,  the  parts 

became 
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became  more  open,  and,  in  two  hours  from 
my  firft  feeing  the  patient,  without  there 
being  any  return  of  bleeding,  not  even  fo 
much  as  to  occafion  the  lead;  drain  in  exa- 
mining, fhe  was  fafely  delivered  by  the 
natural  pains,  and  the  child,  notwith- 
Handing  the  great  lots  vVhich  had  been 
fuftained,  was  born  alive  and  vigorous. 
The  Placenta  came  away  without  trouble, 
and  no  material  difcharge  accompanied  it; 
die  remained  faint  for  fome  time  after  de- 
livery, and  was  very  feeble  for  leveral  days ; 
but  nothing  afterwards  occurred  to  prevent 
her  recovering  in  the  ulual  time. 

REMARK. 

As  the  Hooding  in  this  cafe  was  fo  very 
profufe,  as  the  patient  had  not  the  lead; 
pain,  and  was  likewife  extremely  reduced, 
it  is  not  unreafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  I 
fhould  have  been  induced  to  have  turned 
the  child  upon  my  flrft  feeing  her,  if  I 
had  not  before  experienced  fuch  extraordi- 
nary proofs  of  nature’s  ability  to  expel  the 

U child. 
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child,  when  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the 
way  to  prevent  the  opening  of  the  womb, 
and  when  ever  fo  little  pain  could  be  ex- 
cited by  ftimulatipg  the  Os  Tineas:  at  the 
fame  time  it  appears  very  likely,  that  de- 
bilitated as  flie  was,  fhe  would  have  been 
unable  to  fupport  any  other  than  the  gra- 
dual and  gentle  dilatation  of  the  womb, 
which  nature  effedted,  and  that  therefore 
luch  a method  of  treatment  would,  pro- 
bably, in  this  cafe,  have  been  unfuccefsful. 

CASE  XXIX. 

DECEMBER  18,  1 775.  Mrs.  F -, 

(whole  conftitution  had  fuffered  confide- 
rablv,  from  having  had  exceliive  menftrual 
dilcharges  for  feveral  years,)  was  at  this 
time  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month 
of  her  farffc  pregnancy. 

Without  any  preceding  illnefs  or 
pain,  flic  was  feized  with  a very  profufe 
Haemorrhage  from  the  Uterus:  I was  with 

her  loon  after  its  coming  on,  and  found 

the 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 


H7 


the  Os  Tincae  very  little  open,  but  relaxed 
fufKciently  to  admit  the  finger  for  exami- 
nation: the  Placenta  not  being  fituated  on 
the  Os  Uteri,  I purfued  the  fame  methods 
to  fupprefs  the  flooding  which  have  fo 
often  been  before  related ; it  foon  became 
lefs,  and  in  about  two  hours  from  the  firfl 
attack  of  the  complaint,  labor  pains  came 
on,  the  Uterus  dilated,  and  the  podex  of 
the  child  was  pufhed  doWn,  which  being 
fmall,  and  the  parts  of  the  woman  much 
relaxed,  was  with  great  eafe  brought  forth. 
The  child  was  living  and  the  mother  did 
well. 

CASE  XXX. 

APRIL  26,  1776.  A lady  at  fome 
diftance  from  Norwich,  who  has  had  fe- 
veral  children,  and  was  then  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 
had,  a few  days  before  this  date,  a dif- 
charge  of  blood  from  the  Uterus ; fhe  was 
attended  by  a gentleman  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, who,  upon  its  increaling  this  day, 

U 2 deiired 
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defired  that  1 might  be  fent  for.  At  my  ar- 
rival the  Ha3morrhage  was  very  inconfide- 
rable,  and  finding  the  ftate  of  the  Uterus 
had  been  examined,  and  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  at  the  mouth  of  it,  we  recom- 
mended the  ufual  palliatives  to  be  uled  if 
it  again  returned,  and  defired  fhe  might 
be  kept  exceedingly  ftill.  The  flooding 
did  not  return  till  two  days  after,  and  it 
was  then  accompanied  with  pain,  which 
proved  fufficient  to  expel  a fmall  living 
child. 


CASE  XXXI. 

MAY  1,  1776.  Mrs.  H~ , lives 

about  nine  miles  from  this  city,  and  wa,s 
patient  to  a furgeon  who  lives  in  the  fame 
place.  Being  at  this  time  at  her  full 
reckoning,  fhe  was  taken  with  labor  pains, 
which  were  attended  with  a difcharge  of 
blood  from  the  womb  : as  it  increafed  with 
the  increafe  of  pain,  he  defired  I might 
be  fent  for,  to  afiift  in  the  management  of 
the  cafe;  but  being  at  that  time  engaged 

with 
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with  another  patient,  who  would  not  per- 
mit me  to  leave  her,  another  gentleman  was 
called  upon,  who  went  inftead  of  me.  Be- 
fore his  arrival,  another  furgeon  who  lives 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  patient  was 
alfo  fent  for,  from  whom  I learned  that  an 
enquiry  was  made  for  the  Placenta,  which 
was  found  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and  as  the 
Hemorrhage  had  then  been  of  many  hours 
duration,  and  much  blood  had  been  loft, 
it  was  determined  immediately  to  extract 
the  child  by  turning  it,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  and  it  proved,  happily, 
the  means  of  laving  the  patient. 

CASE  XXXII. 

MAY  21,  177b.  Jeary f a poor 

woman  belonging  to  the  town,  under  the 
care  of  a midwife:  fhe  was  nearly  at  her 
full  reckoning,  and  was  fuddenly  feized 
with  a prof ufe  dil'charge  of  blood  from 
the  Uterus.  I faw  her  about  an  hour  af- 
ter its  coming  on,  and  immediately  made 
the  neceiTary  enquiry  whether  the  Placenta 
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was  fituated  on  the  Os  Tinea?  or  not;  it 
was  not  there,  and  the  womb  was  open 
enough  to  allow  of  puncturing  the  mem- 
branes, which  inflantly  leflened  the  flood- 
ing, and  foon  after  gentle  pains  came  on, 
which  expelled  a dead  child,  with  the 
eafe  peculiar  to  this  relaxed  fhte  of  the 
Uterus. 

CASE  XXXIII. 

MAY  26,  1776.  Mrs.  N was  in 

the  beginning  of  the  ninth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, and  had  been  confined  to  her  bed 
feveral  days,  before  I faw  her,  with  a fe- 
verifh  complaint,  and  a flight  Uterine  Hae- 
morrhage, but  without  any  fymptoms  of 
labor. 

A considerable  increale  of  the  latter 
was  the  occafion  of  my  being  fent  for  this 
morning;  I found  the  difeharge  in  an 
alarming  quantity,  and  my  patient  much 
reduced  by  it:  upon  examining  the  Ute- 
rus, I found  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the 

way : 
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way:  I endeavoured  to  excite  pain,  by 
{Emulating  the  Os  Uteri,  which  fucceeded 
fo  far  as  to  enable  me  to  pierce  the  mem- 
branous bag:  the  flooding  immediately 

abated,  the  parts  opened,  and  to  the  fur- 
prize  of  the  patient  and  her  attendants,  fhe 
was  very  foon  and  very  eafily  delivered  of 
a lrnall  dead  child. 

CASE  XXXIV. 

JULY  7,  1776.  Chaplin ; flic 

wras  in  the  laft  month  of  pregnancy,  and 
an  Uterine  Haemorrhage,  unattended  with 
labor  pains,  came  on  the  day  before  I faw 
her:  it  was  this  day  much  increaied,  and 
was  l'o  conflderable,  that  the  woman  was 
much  weakened.  The  Placenta  was,  upon 
examination,  found  not  to  be  at  the  Os 
Uteri,  and  irritating  the  parts,  &c.  as  in 
the  lalt  cafe,  brought  on  pain,  haftened 
the  delivery,  which  was  Angularly  eafy, 
and  the  child  a living  one. 


CASE 
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CASE  XXXV. 

AUGUST  27,  1776.  Crajke  ; 

file  had  borne  many  children,  and  had 
now  gone  her  full  time  of  this.  For  fe- 
veral  days  before  the  date  hereof,  fhe 
had  flight  labor  pains,  accompanied  with 
an  increafing  difcharge  of  blood  from  the 
womb;  juft  before  I was  fent  for  to  her 
it  was  very  rapid  and  a large  quantity  was 
fuddenly  loft;  finding  her  extremely  faint,  I 
immediately  introduced  my  hand,  and  with 
a finger  in  the  Uterus,  I diftindtly  felt  the 
Placenta  adhering  to  the  mouth  of  it.  My 
patient  had  fuffered  too  much  by  the  great 
lofs  flie  had  fuftained  to  admit  of  delay- 
ing to  turn  the  child,  and  the  Os  Tines, 
though  not  much  opened,  was  fo  much 
relaxed,  as  to  convince  me  I might  with 
fafety  attempt  it;  I therefore  immediately 
did  it,  and  with  the  fame  cafe  I experienced 
in  all  the  former  fimilar  cafes. 


The 
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The  child  was  born  dead,  but  the  mo- 
ther, though  extremely  faint  and  languid, 
perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  XXXVI. 

OCTOBER  5,  1776.  Mrs.  W 

lives  about  two  miles  from  my  houfe;  die 
was  at  this  time  in  the  beginning  of  the 
lad;  month  of  her  fourth  pregnancy,  and 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  a flooding,  un- 
attended with  labor  pain.  I was  imme- 
diately fent  for,  and  found  her  fainting. 
Upon  enquiring  with  the  hand,  I found 
the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way,  and  the 
difcharge  became  lefs  by  admitting  cold 
air  into  the  room;  I waited  with  her  fome 
time,  till  it  was  very  trifling,  and  as  there 
Teemed  no  probability  of  labor  approach- 
ing, I ventured  to  leave  her,  notwithstand- 
ing her  diltance  from  me,  gave  the  ufual 
dire&ions  to  be  obferved  in  my  abfence, 
and  deflred  I might  be  fent  for  immedi- 
ately upon  the  return  of  the  bleeding,  or 
upon  the  coming  on  of  pain.  I was  twice 

X fent 
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fent  for  on  the  former  account,  but  the 
dilcharge  was  as  eafily  fupp  refled  as  at  firft, 
and  I was' Hill  unable  to  pundturc  the  mem- 
branes; but  on  the  evening  of  the  third 
day,  from  the  firft  attack  of  the  complaint, 
nature  was  more  difpofed  to  relieve  her, 
for  fuch  pain  came  on,  as  with  the  fti- 
mulus  of  a frequent  examination,  gradually 
opened  the  palfage,  and  a fmall  living 
child  was  expelled  with  tolerable  eafe. 
After  which  there  was  no  return  of  the 
Haemorrhage,  and  no  accident  happened 
to  retard  the  mother’s  recovery. 

CASE  XXXVII. 

NOVEMBER  28,  1776.  Mrs.  P 

has  had  many  children,  was  always  very 
full  of  complaints  in  the  two  lad:  months 
of  pregnancy,  and  has  ufually  had  bad 
labors. 

During  the  lad:  three  or  four  weeks 
before  the  above  date,  being  in  the  lad: 
month  of  pregnancy,  die,  at  times,  found 

a difeharge 
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a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  Uterus;  but 
it  had  never  been  confiderable  enough  to 
make  her  confent  to  a confinement,  nor  to 
induce  her  to  give  me  leave  to  examine  the 
jftate  of  the  womb.  During  the  day  of 
the  1 8 th  of  November,  being  as  fhe  ima- 
gined, at  her  full  reckoning,  fhe  had  flight 
pains,  which  die  confidered  as  the  fore- 
runners of  true  labor:  in  the  night  they 
became  flronger,  and  though  there  had 
been  none  of  her  ufual  difcharge,  for  more 
than  the  lafit  twenty-four  hours,  it  now 
fuddenly  returned,  and  was  in  an  alarm- 
ing quantity.  I was  immediately  fent  for, 
and,  living  in  the  neighbourhood  »>f  the 
patient,  was  very  foon  with  her;  but  the 
pains  were  now  gone,  the  flooding  was 
abating,  and  foon  flopped  entirely.  I in- 
troduced my  hand,  and  difidlly  felt  the 
Placenta  on  the  Os  Uteri,  and  from  thence 
concluded,  that  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
turn  the  child;  but  the  Uterus  was  neither 
open  nor  relaxed  enough  to  admit  of  its 
being  immediately  done : I waited  there- 

X 2 fore 
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fore  in  expedition  of  the  return  of  the 
pain  and  difcharge;  and  continued  with 
her  the  remainder  of  the  night,  and  all 
the  next  day;  but  during  the  whole  time 
there  was  not  the  lead;  return  of  either; 
/he  was  very  little  faint,  and  got  at  times 
refre/hing  fleeps.  After  this  long  attend- 
ance, and  the  fymptoms  of  labor  being 
thus  entirely  gone,  I ventured  to  leave  my 
patient,  not,  however,  without  much  anx- 
iety, left  her  labour  fhould  fuddenly  come 
on,  and  be  attended  with  fuch  a difeharge, 
as  po/libly  to  demand  manual  affiftance  be- 
fore I could  be  with  her:  to  obviate  which, 
as  much  as  poflible,  I defired  another  lur- 
geon  who  lived  near,  might  attend  with 
me,  and  who  therefore  might,  probably,  be 
in  the  way  to  aftift  her,  if  any  thing  fhould 
happen  to  prevent  my  coming  to  her  upon 
the  firft  alarm. 

She  remained  in  this  difagreeable  ftate 
of  fufpenfe  till  the  28th,  on  the  evening 
of  which  day  the  fymptoms  of  labor  again 

came 
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came  on ; I was  fortunately  with  her  before 
the  Haemorrhage  was  coniiderable,  but  it 
increafed  as  the  Uterus  opened.  I again 
introduced  my  hand,  and  now  could  feel 
one  edge  of  the  Placenta,  as  the  center  of 
it  did  not  immediately  lie  over  the  Os  In- 
ternum. The  womb  being,  by  this  time, 
difpofed  to  give  way,  I eJily  palled  my 
hand  on  one  fide  of  the  Placenta  into  the 
Uterus,  and  as  the  Podex  prefented,  I had 
not  the  trouble  of  going  to  the  Fundus,  but 
eafily  brought  down  the  feet,  and  extr idled 
a large  living  child,  without  any  accident 
happening  to  injure  it,  or  endanger  the 
life  of  the  mother. 

REMARK. 

The  dillance  of  time  from  my  firft 
finding  that  the  Placenta  was  fituated  on 
the  Os  Uteri,  to  the  time  when  it  was 
practicable  to  extradl  the  child,  having, 
in  this  cafe,  been  fo  great,  as  to  have  ren- 
dered it  next  to  impoffible  for  me  to  have 
followed  ftridtly  a rule,  which  I have  con- 

lidered 
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fidered  in  the  Eflay,  as  cffentially  neceifary 
for  the  woman’s  fafety,  and  which  direCts 
that  the  furgeon  fhouid,  on  no  account, 
leave  his  patient  under  fuch  circumftances  ; 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  point  out  fome 
directions,  which  may  poflibly  aflift  us  in 
determining  how  far  we  may  venture  to 
follow  the  pradtice  of  this  embarrafling 
cafe,  in  future  ones,  which  may  prove 
fimilar  to  it. 

But  as  the  Haemorrhage,  in  thefe  cafes, 
depends  entirely  upon  the  coming  on  and 
progrefs  of  labor,  as  the  fymptoms  which 
occur  at  the  firft  onlet  of  labor  are  fre- 
quently fo  equivocal,  and  as  there  muit 
always  be  fuch  an  uncertainty  of  know- 
ing, upon  the  going  off  of  thefe  fymp- 
toms, when  they  will  return,  I fear  it  will 
be  out  of  our  power  to  give  any  which 
•will  be  totally  fatisfaCtory : for,  independ- 
ent of  the  rule  above  alluded  to,  and  which 
I would  dill  ftrongly  urge,  even  in  fuch 
a cafe  as  this,  where  the  furgeon’s  other 

engagements 
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engagements  will  permit  him  to  comply 
with  it,  I confefs  I know  of  none  which 
can  be  wholly  free  from  hazard.  All  that 
occurs  to  me  in  any  degree  likely  to  an- 
fwer  this  purpofe,  and  which  is  what  prin- 
cipally influenced  me  in  the  laft  recited 
cafe,  is,  to  obferve,  as  accurately  as  may 
be,  the  caufes  which  take  off  the  pains; 
diflinguifhing,  if  we  can,  between  thofe 
which  fpring  from  nature,  and  which  pro- 
duce an  entire  cejfation  of  labor,  and  thofe 
which  arife  from  accidental  circumftances, 
and  which  may  be  conlidered  as  occaiion- 
ing  only  a fufpenfion  of  it. 

The  alarm  which  a patient  fometimes 
feels  when  the  furgeon  firfl;  enters  her 
room,  the  furprize  of  feeing  unexpected 
ftrangers,  of  fuddenly  hearing  any  intelli- 
gence in  which  fhe  is  much  interefted,  or 
the  occurrence  of  any  circumftance  which 
at  all  agitates  the  paflions,  are  well  known 
frequently  to  take  off  the  ftrongeft  and 
moll  promiling  pains;  and  in  floodings  it 

happens 
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happens  very  often,  as  appears  from  many 
of  the  foregoing  cafes,  that  the  faintncfs 
which  is  brought  on  by  the  lofs  of  blood, 
produces  likewife  the  fame  effects.  When 
the  abfence  of  pain,  then,  arifes  from  any 
of  thefe  or  limilar  caufes,  it  is  very  rea- 
fonable  to  expedt  when  they  are  removed, 
or  when  they  have  loft  their  influence  on 
the  patient,  that  it  will  immediately  re- 
turn: and  as  few  of  thefe  caufes  can  be 
very  permanent,  it  muft  be  veiy  probable 
that  this  return  will  befoon;  and  more- 
over that  it  will  be  without  any  of  thofe 
forewarning  lymptoms  which  ufually  pre- 
cede the  firft  attack  of  labor.  It  is  ob- 
vious, therefore,  when  the  flooding  is 
checked  by  fuch  a JufpenJion  of  labor  as 
that  now  defcribcd,  that  at  all  events  it 
would  be  improper  to  leave  the  patient. 

But  it  frequently  happens,  and  that 
too  before  the  mofl  natural  and  eafy  la- 
bors, that  pains  very  much  refembling 
true  labor,  and  which  in  feme  degree  di- 
late 
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late  the  Os  Tineas,  fhall  come  on,  and 
alarm  the  patient  and  her  attendants  with 
the  expectation  of  delivery  being  near,  and 
yet  foon  after,  and  without  any  apparent 
caufe,  {hall  entirely  go  off,  leave  the  pa- 
tient as  well  as  ufual,  and  not  return  till 
the  time  of  delivery;  which  in  fome  cafes 
may  be  many  days,  or  even  weeks  after 
the  flrft  alarm.  If  this  fliould  happen 
when  the  Placenta  is  fituated  on  the  Os 
Uteri,  the  effects  of  it  with  regard  to 
Haemorrhage,  would  probably  be  thele:  that 
at  the  firfl:  coming  on  of  thefe  fpurious 
pains  there  would  be  fome  difeharge;  that 
upon  the  pains  going  off,  the  flooding  would 
ceafe;  that  if  the  woman  were  carefully 
kept  hill,  it  would  not  return  till  the  time 
of  real  labor,  which,  as  obferved  before, 
might  be  very  remote,  and  that  then,  as 
the  parts  would  be  in  the  fame  hate  as  if 
there  had  been  none  of  thefe  falfe  pains, 
it  would  be  preceded  by  fuch  iymp-* 
toms  as  would  give  fufheient  time  to  have 
the  furgeon  ready  to  aflift  the  patient  be- 
fore any  conliderable  lofs  had  taken  place. 

Y This 
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This  feenis  to  have  been  exactly  the  ftate  of 
the  cale  above  related,  and  the  good  fuccefs 
which  attended  it  argues,  at  leaft,  a pro- 
bability, that  after  fuch  an  entire  ceJJ'ution 
of  labor  has  taken  place  as  that  now  de- 
fcribed,  no  harm  would  arife  from  leaving 
the  woman. 

After  all,  however,  I would  be  un- 
derltood  to  deduce  no  more  from  this  view 
of  the  circumftances  which  may  attend 
this  peculiar  cafe  of  flooding,  than  that, 
on  the  one  hand,  if  there  be  only  a 
fufpenflon  of  labor,  it  would  be  abfo- 
lutely  wrong  to  leave  the  patient;  and  on 
the  other  hand,  if  we  have  waited  long 
enough  to  be  convinced  that  the  labor  is 
entirely  gone  off,  that  though  it  would 
flil  1 be  moft  fecure  to  flay  with  the  pa- 
tient, yet  there  is  fome  reafon  to  believe 
we  may  then  leave  her  without  hazard ; 
which  if  we  venture  to  do,  I cannot  help 
repeating  the  neceflity  there  is  of  being 
pretty  fure  the  abfence  of  pain  is  not  pro- 
duced by  any  of  the  accidental  circum- 

ftances 
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dances  before  enumerated,  and  more  efpe- 
cially  that  of  faintnefs. 

CASE  XXXVIII. 

MARCH  24,  1777.  Barking  1 

fhe  was  at  the  latter  end  of  the  eighth 
month  of  her  firft  pregnancy.  About 
two  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  was 
awakened  by  a difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  Uterus,  unaccompanied  with  pain, 
or  any  of  the  fymptoms  of  labor;  it  was 
at  firft  very  confiderable,  but  it  was  fo 
much  abated  in  half  an  hour,  that  fhe 
thought  it,  then,  unneceftary  to  fend  for 
any  aftiftance : in  a few  hours,  however, 
it  returned  with  an  increafe  of  violence, 
and  I was  fent  for  about  fix  o’clock.  I 
found  the  difcharge  ftill  continued,  and 
the  woman  was  very  faint,  I therefore 
immediately  examined,  and  was  fully  con- 
vinced the  Placenta  was  not  at  the  Os 
Uteri;  during  the  examining,  there  came 
on  fome  pain,  and  the  membranes  foon 
broke,  the  Uterus  opened,  and  a fmall 

Y 2 dead 
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dead  child  was  expelled  in  about  half  an 
hour  after  my  arrival,  and  without  much 
pain  to  the  mother,  who  fuffered  no  in- 
convenience from  the  Haemorrhage,  than 
a temporary  weaknefs. 

%'  * *4.[  r i * 

CASE  XXXIX. 

APRIL  io,  1777.  I was  this  day  fent 

for  to  Mrs.  G , 'at  a village  about 

eight  miles  from  Norwich:  being  en- 

gaged  at  the  time,  a gentleman  who  is 
converfant  in  the  mode  of  pra&ice  re- 
commended in  the  preceding  Effay,;  went 
inltead  of  me.  He  found  her  under  the 
care  of  an  intelligent  and  experienced  fur- 
geon  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  in- 
formed by  him,  that  his  patient  wa£  near 
the  full  time  of  her  fecond  pregnancy, 
and  that  ihe  had  been  feized  in  the  fore- 
noon with  High t pains  accompanied  with 
a difcharge,  which  though  it  had  not  yet 
been  very  confiderable,  was  inereafing. 
It  was  refolved  to  make  the  necelfarv  en- 
quiry for  the  Placenta,  and  manage  the 

cafe 
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cafe  agreeable  to  the  refult  of  it;  this  was 
immediately  done  with  the  hand  in  the 
Vagina,  and  the  Placenta  was  diftindtly 
felt  to  be  at  the  Os  Uteri:  but  the 
Hemorrhage  was  now  much  lefs,  the 
Uterus  very  little  open,  and  there  was  a 
peculiar  rigidity  of  the  Os  Tineas,  which 
appeared  very  unfavourable  to  that  artifU 
cial  dilatation  of  it,  which  the  cafe  re- 
quired; more  efpeci ally,  as  it  was  obferved 
by  the  furgeon  who  attended  firft,  that 
her  former  labor  had  been  very  long  and 
laborious,  from  this  part  having  been 
iingularly  hard  and  unyielding:  it  was, 
therefore,  judged  proper  to  defer  the  in- 
troduction of  the  hand  for  delivery,  till 
an  increafe  of  pain  or  difeharge  had  ren- 
dered the  Uterus  more  dilatable.  They 
both,  accordingly,  waited  a confiderable 
time  with  her;  but,  by  degrees,  the  pains 
went  off,  and  the  difeharge  flopped.  It 
being  now  very  uncertain  when  the  true 
labor  pains  would  come  on,  one  of  the 
gentlemen  went  away,  and  the  other  ftaid 

with 
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with  her  during  the  night,  and  as  much 
afterwards  as  his  other  engagements  would 
admit  of.  She  remained  free  from  pain 
or  flooding  till  the  12th,  and  the  return 
was  fortunately  not,  at  firff,  fo  quick, 
but  there  was  time  to  fend  for  both  the 
furgeons  before  the  lofs  of  blood  had  been 
great;  however,  true  labor  feemed  now 
to  come  on,  and  the  Haemorrhage  foon 
became  confidcrable,  but  the  Os  Uteri 
being  much  more  dilatable  than  in  the 
firll  examination,  it  was  determined  to 
proceed  to  immediate  delivery;  the  hand 
was  therefore  palled  into  the  Vagina,  the 
fubftance  of  the  Placenta  was  pierced 
through  by  the  fingers,  and  the  hand  be- 
ing admitted  through  the  opening  into 
the  Uterus,  the  child  was  extracted  with 
cafe  and  fafety;  the  difeharge  was  very 
little  increafed  during  the  operation,  it 
was . fupprefled  when  the  Uterus  was 
compleatly  emptied,  and  the  woman  had 
a happy  recovery. 


REMARK. 
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REMARK. 

The  circumdances  attending  this  cafe 
being  dmilar  to  thofe  of  Cafe  37,  the  re- 
marks which  arofe  from  that  are  exactly 
applicable  to  it  ; and  this  fecond  in  dance 
of  a patient’s  being  left  in  this  fituation, 
without  receiving  any  injury,  undoubtedly 
drengthens  the  reafoning  which  is  there 
made  ufe  of : but  I fhould  be  forry  if  the 
fuccefs  which  attended  thefe  two  parti- 
cular deviations  from  the  general  mode 
of  practice  which  I have  before  recom- 
mended, were  ever  an  encouragement  to 
run  the  rifque  of  leaving  a patient  in  cir- 
cumdances  other  than  fuch  as  exadtly  re- 
femble  thefe,  and  even  then,  if  the  fur- 
geon’s  other  engagements  are  not  abio- 
lutely  incompatible  with  a long  attend- 
ance. 


CASE  XL. 

APRIL  15,  1777.  FoulJha?n.  I was 

called  to  this  woman’s  affidance  in  the 

forenoon 
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forenoon  of  this  day:  fhe  was  near  her 
full  time,  and  under  the  care  of  a mid- 
wife. For  feveral  hours  before  I faw  her 
there  had  been  an  exceflive  difcharge  from 
the  Uterus,  few  of  the  women  in  any 
of  the  preceding  cafes  having  loft  more 
blood,  fo  that  fhe  was  extremely  faint: 
but  nature,  by  this  time,  made  efforts  to 
relieve  her,  for  the  Os  Uteri  opened,  and 
the  Placenta  not  being  in  the  way,  a fmall 
dead  child  was  expelled  with  remarkable 
eafe,  and  very  little  affiftance;  after  which 
the  flooding  flopped,  and  the  woman  did 
well. 

CASE  XLI. 

JUNE  27,  1777.  Mrs.  C was 

in  the  middle  of  the  eighth  month,  of 
her  firft  pregnancy:  the  day  before  this 
fhe  received  a fright,  which  was  followed 
by  a confiderable  Uterine  Haemorrhage;  I 
was  fent  for,  and  immediately  made  the 
neceffary  examination:  the  Placenta  was 
not  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and  the  difcharge 


was 
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was  foon  checked  by  the  palliative  means : 
i he  remained  free  from  the  complaint  till 
the  following  afternoon,  when  it  again 
came  on,  but  nature  was  then  more  dif- 
pofed  to  relieve  her,  for  true  labor  pains 
came  on,  which  opened  the  Uterus,  and 
expelled  the  child  and  Placenta  fo  haftily, 
that  though  the  former  came  footling,  fhe 
was  nearly  delivered  before  any  afliftance 
could  be  given  her. 

CASE  XLII. 

OCTOBER  10,  1777.  Wilkins.  This 
woman  had  twins,  and  was  attended  by  a 
midwife.  After  the  delivery  of  the  firft 
child,  there  came  on  an  excefllve  flood- 
ing; I was  immediately  fent  for,  but  not 
being  at  home,  the  fame  gentleman,  to 
whom  I have  fo  often,  before  been  obliged 
for  his  afliftance,  attended  for  me.  It 
was  evident  the  attachment  of  the  Pla- 
centa to  the  Os  Uteri  could  not,  in  this 
cafe,  be  the  caufe  of  the  Haemorrhage; 
it  was,  neverthelefs,  in  fo  alarming  a 

Z quantity. 
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quantity,  that  he  had,  at  firft,  apprehen- 
fions  lcaft  it  fhould  be  neceffary  to  turn 
the  child ; but  by  puncturing  the  mem- 
branes, and  gently  Simulating  the  Os  In- 
ternum, fome  pains  were  foon  excited, 
which  immediately  fuppreffed  the  dis- 
charge, and  a living  child  was  Speedily 
and  Safely  expelled,  the  mother  Suffering 
no  other  inconvenience  afterwards,  but 
great  weaknefs. 

CASE  XLIII. 

OCTOBER  26,  1777.  Stannard.  This 
woman  is  the  fame  perfon  whofe  cafe  is 
related  the  Second  in  this  collection.  She 
was  at  this  time  about  thirty  weeks  gone 
with  child,  and  for  more  than  a month 
before  had  been  troubled  with  an  Uterine 
Hemorrhage,  which  at  firft  was  occafioned, 
as  (he  imagined,  by  a fall. 

For  feveral  days  before  the  above  date 
it  had  increafed  confiderably,  and  at  the 
time  when  I faw  her,  it  was  immoderate : 

I imme- 
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I immediately  examined  her,  and  with 
difficulty  introduced  a finger  into  the  Os 
Uteri,  againft  which  I found  the  Pla- 
centa: file  had  flight  pains  at  intervals, 
which  always  produced  a frefii  flow.  I 
was  particularly  perplexed  from  an  appre- 
henfion,  that  it  would  be  impracticable, 
from  the  fmall  fize  of  the  Uterus,  to  get 
the  hand  fufficiently  admitted  into  it,  to 
effedt  the  turning  and  extracting  the  child, 
which,  however,  appeared  indifpenlably  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  woman’s  fafety.  I made 
feveral  efforts  to  get  two  or  three  fingers 
introduced,  but  without  fuccefs ; I there- 
fore waited,  but  was  more  than  ufually 
anxious  for  the  event.  The  pains  and 
difcharge  ffill  continued,  and  my  patient 
became  more  and  more  faint  j I gave  her 
gruel,  6cc.  as  often  as  flic  could  take  it, 
of  which,  though  the  drank  in  fmall  quan- 
tities, {he  took  a good  deal  in  the  whole : 
at  length,  about  an  hour  and  a half  after 
my  arrival,  while  fhe  was  drinking  fome- 

Z 2 thing 
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thing  of  this  kind,  there  fuddenly  came  on 
a frelh  gulh  of  blood,  which  inftantly  made 
her  fick  and  vomit,  and  was  followed  by 
the  mod:  alarming  Syncope  I ever  faw,  fot* 
the  by-ftanders  fuppofed  her  to  be  dead.  It 
occurred  to  me  that  it  would  be  right  to 
catch  this  moment  of  total  relaxation,  and 
attempt  the  admiffion  of  the  hand  ; I found 
the  mouth  of  the  Uterus  quite  loofe,  and 
it  dilated  eafily  as  fir  as  its  fize  would 
admit,  fufficiently,  however,  to  allow  the 
hand  to  pafs  far  enough  into  it  to  find  a 
foot,  which  I was  fortunate  enough  to 
bring  down  into  the  Vagina  immediately, 
by  means  of  which,  without  a further  in- 
troduction of  the  hand,  I extracted  a fmall 
dead  child:  the  Placenta  came  away  in  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  and  the  difcharge 
loon  Hopped;  my  patient  was,  therefore, 
fnatched  from  the  moll  imminent  danger, 
and  I was  relieved  from  an  anxiety  greater 
than  any  I have,  for  feveral  years,  expe- 
rienced upon  a fimilar  occafion. 

REMARK. 
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remark. 

Though  the  attachment  of  the  Pla- 
centa to  the  Os  Uteri,  in  this  cale,  would, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  pregnancy, 
have  unavoidably  produced  a flooding,  and 
though,  as  in  all  others  of  a fimilar  fitua- 
tion,  it  now  prevented  nature  from  re- 
lieving the  patient,  yet  the  caufe  which 
made  the  Hemorrhage  come  on  at  fo  early 
a period,  was  certainly  the  accidental  one 
of  the  fall.  Thefe  two  caufes  both  con- 
curring. in  one  cafe,  prove  the  necefiity 
there  always  is  for  the  unequivocal  infor- 
mation which  is  alone  to  be  derived  from 
a manual  examination  into  the  Hate  of  the 
Uterus:  For  fuppofing  in  fuch  a cafe  as 
this,  it  had  been  prefumed  from  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  fall,  and  the  time  of 
the  flooding  firfl:  coming  on,  that  the 
caufe  of  it  had  been  merely  accidental , 
and  the  patient  on  that  account  had  been 
left  to  the  care  of  a midwife  (which  had 
the  Placenta  not  been  in  the  way,  it 

would 
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would  have  been  juftifiable  to  have  done) 
it  is  very  probable  the  happy  opportunity 
of  affifting  the  woman  would  have  been 
loft,  and  the  cafe  have  terminated  unfor- 
tunately. 


CASE  XLIV. 

OCTOBER  20,  1777.  James . 

I found  this  woman,  being  a pauper,  un- 
der the  care  of  a midwife,  who  informed 
me  that  flie  was  at  the  full  time  of  her 
lixth  child,  and  that  after  having  had  flight 
pains  for  fome  hours,  there  came  on  a 
very  confiderable  uifcharge  from  the  Ute- 
rus; it  had  been  about  an  hour,  when  I 
law  her,  but  the  membranes  were  broken, 
a good  deal  of  water  had  efcaped,  and  the 
flooding  was  much  abated;  I introduced 
my  hand  into  the  Vagina,  and  found  it 
full  of  coagulated  blood;  the  mouth  of 
the  womb  was  much  dilated  and  very 
loofe,  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way, 
and  a hand  of  the  child  prefented:  the 
difcharge  was  now  very  trifling,  but  the 

prater- 
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praternatural  pofition  of  the  child  requir- 
ing artificial  delivery,  I introduced  my 
hand  immediately  into  the  Uterus,  and 
very  foon  took  hold  of  a foot,  which  I 
brought  down  with  great  eafe,  and  foon 
after,  and  without  any  difficulty,  as  the 
Pelvis  was  Angularly  well  formed,  and 
the  parts  much  relaxed  by  the  difcharge,  I 
extraded  a large  living  child;  the  Placenta 
came  away  without  any  trouble,  there 
was  no  return  of  the  Haemorrhage,  and 
my  patient  did  well. 

REMARK. 

It  is  obvious,  that  in  this  cafe  the 
turning  was  had  recourfe  to  on  account 
of  the  bad  prefentation  of  the  child,  and 
not  on  account  of  the  flooding,  which 
was  owing  to  an  accidental  feparation  of 
the  Placenta;  and  that  it  cannot,  there - 
foie,  be  faid  to  contradid  the  general 
maxim  which  I have  adopted  rcfpeding 
floodings  which  arife  from  an  accidental 

caufe. 
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caufe,  namely,  that  nature  is  of  herfelf 
able,  in  fuch  cafes,  to  expel  the  child.  The 
quick  dilatation  of  the  Uterus,  and  part 
of  the  child  having  been  pufhed  down, 
were,  in  this  cafe,  fufficient  proofs,  that 
if  that  part  had  been  the  one  ufually  pre- 
fenting,  nature  would,  as  in  many  others 
before  related,  with  her  own  efforts,  have 
been  able  to  expel  the  child  foon  enough 
for  the  woman’s  fafety. 

CASE  XLV. 

APRIL  3,  1778.  I vifited  the  wife  of 

Garrard , a poor  woman  belonging 

to  Norwich.  She  was  twenty  weeks  gone 
with  child,  and  had  been  feized  with  a dif- 
charge  from  the  Uterus  fome  hours  before 
I faw  her,  and  which  was  attended  with 
flight  pains.  Upon  examination  I found 
the  Vagina  full  of  coagulated  blood,  and 
upon  palling  my  finger  in  fearch  of  the 
Os  Tinea?,  I diflindly  felt  the  Placenta  at- 
tached to  it.  The  Uterus  was  toofmall  to 
admit  the  hand,  and  I was  fo  fully  con- 
vinced 
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vinced  of  it  from  a very  gentle  attempt  I 
made  to  do  it,  that  I did  not  think  it  jufti- 
fiable  to  repeat  it:  but  I waited  with  the 
patient,  hoping,  though  not  without  anx- 
iety, that  nature  would  be  able  to  expel 
the  Foetus : By  keeping  her  ftill  and  the 
room  cool  the  difcharge  was  probably  mo- 
derated, and  though  with  every  return  of 
pain  more  blood  came  away,  yet  the  Foe- 
tus and  Placenta  were  expelled  in  about 
an  hour,  and  the  woman  fuftained  no  lois 
afterwards  which  materially  affedted  her. 

REMARK. 

This  was  the  firft  cafe  of  a flooding  fo 
early  in  pregnancy  in  which  I remarked  the 
attachment  of  the  Placenta  to  the  Os  Uteri, 
and  confequently  was  the  firft  inftance  which 
I could  obferve  of  nature’s  being  able,  un- 
der fuch  circumftances,  to  expel  the  Foetus. 
The  fame  circumftances,  I doubt  not,  muft 
have  occurred  before  in  my  pjadtice;  but 
as  iurgeons  are  not  always  fent  for  in 
cafes  of  abortion,  and  when  it  takes  place 
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in  the  early  months,  it  being  feldom  ne- 
ceffary  to  examine  the  parts,  it  may  have 
often  happened  when  it  has  not  been  no- 
ticed : It  is,  however,  to  be  wifhed,  that 
in  cafes  of  abortion,  efpecially  in  thofe  of 
the  fourth  and  fifth  months,  the  fhte  of 

the  Uterus  were  examined  as  often  as  an  op- 
• ■ > , 
portunity  admits  of,  by  which  alone  it  can 

be  afcertained  whether,  in  thofe  months, 
nature  be  uniformly  able  to  expel  the  Foe- 
tus when  the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  the  Os 
Uteri.  I have  already  obferved  on  this 
fubjedt  in  the  EfTay,  page  50,  6cc.  and  in 
as  practical  a manner  as  my  information 
admitted  of,  to  which  I would  refer  the 
reader. 


CASE  XLVI. 

APRIL  16,  1778.  I vvas  this  day 

fent  for  to  Mrs.  W , who  was  then 

in  labor  of  her  third  child  ; fhe  was  at 
her  full  time,  and  under  the  care  of  a fe- 
% male  practitioner. 


The 
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Ti-ie  fmall  pains  which  announced  the 
very  beginning  of  her  labor  were  accom- 
panied with  a trifling  difcharge  of  blood, 
which  increafed  in  exadt  proportion  to  the 
force  of  her  pains;  and  when  I faw  her 
both  were  confiderabie,  and  much  blood 
had  been  loft.  Upon  examining  the  parts 
I found  the  Os  Uteri  dilated  fufficiently 
for  the  admiftion  of  four  fingers,  and  per- 
fectly foft  and  lax;  the  Placenta  immedi- 
ately prefented.  From  thefe  circumftances, 

I thought  it  right  at  once  to  introduce  the 
hand  and  remove  the  Foetus,  which  I ef- 
fected with  lingular  eafe,  as  the  woman 
was  well  formed,  and  the  Uterus  gave 
way  without  difficulty.  The  child  was 
dead,  but  the  patient  recovered  in  the 
ufual  time. 

CASE  XLVII. 

JULY  3,  1778.  I was  fent  for  to 
Field , a poor  woman,  who  was  un- 
der the  care  of  a midwife;  fhe  was  at  her 
full  time,  and  had  been  feveral  hours  flood- 
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ing  conftderably,  fo  as  to  have  loft  an  ex- 
ceffive  quantity  before  I faw  her,  and  (lie 
was  faint  to  an  extreme.  Upon  examina- 
tion I found  the  Placenta  prefen  ting,  and 
the  Os  Uteri  fufficiently  dilated  to  admit 
of  the  introduction  of  the  hand ; 1 there- 
fore proceeded  to  delivery,  and  effected 
the  extraction  of  the  child  without  diffi- 
culty: but  when  I endeavoured  to  extraCt 
the  Placenta,  it  adhered  fo  ftrongly  to  the 
Cervix  Uteri  that  it  was  near  an  hour  and 
an  half  before  I could  remove  it;  nor 
then  without  feparating  the  adhering  part 
with  my  hand.  The  difcharge  being  con- 
tinued by  this  unlucky  delay,  and  the 
woman’s  fatigue  being  very  much  in- 
creafed  by  it,  I very  much  feared  the 
would  not  be  able  to  furvive  it ; and  my  ap- 
prehenlions  proved  true,  as  fhe  died  about 
twelve  hours  after. 

R E M A R IC. 

Though  the  great  lofs  of  blood,  which, 
in  this  unfortunate  cafe,  had  been  fuf- 

tained 
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tained  before  I faw  the  patient,  made  me 
apprehenfive,  at  Arft,  that  it  would  not  ter- 
minate happily,  yet,  I cannot  help  thinking, 
had  there  been  no  difficulty  in  bringing 
away  the  Placenta,  that  ffie  would  have  re- 
covered. It  muft  at  lead;  be  admitted  that 
this  circumftance,  from  its  having  fo  much 
protracted  the  labor,  having  kept  up  the 
difcharge  fo  much  longer  than  it  would 
otherwife,  probably,  have  been,  and  hav- 
ing fubjeCted  the  woman  to  fo  much  more 
pain,  muft  have  contributed  very  much  to 
the  fatality  of  the  cafe. 

The  retention  of  the  Placenta  is  ever  a 
cafe  requiring  care;  and  under  fome  cir- 
cumftances  it  is  not  a little  difficult  to 
afcertain  what  is  the  bed:  mode  of  treat- 
ment, the  bed:  practitioners  not  being 
perfectly  agreed  whether  it  be  right  to 
remove  it  immediately  by  the  forcible  in- 
troduction of  the  hand  into  the  Uterus, 
or  whether  it  diould  be  left  to  be  expelled 
by  nature.  In  cafes  of  flooding  there 

can. 
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can,  however,  be  no  doubt  about  the 
propriety  of  endeavouring  to  bring  it 
away  immediately,  as  the  necefiity  for  its 
removal,  mu  ft,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
be  peculiarly  urgent,  and  delay,  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  cafe,  muft  expofe  the 
patient  to  more  danger. 

CASE  XLVIII. 

JANUARY  25,  1779-  Woolterton. 

This  was  a poor  woman  in  the  laft  month 
of  pregnancy;  fhe  was  a pauper,  attended 
by  a midwife.  She  had  had  feveral  attacks 
of  flight  flooding  fome  days  paft,  but  it 
being  at  this  time  more  profufe  than  be- 
fore, the  midwife  deftred  my  attendance. 

I found  the  Placenta  evidently  fixed  to 
the  Os  Uteri,  which  was  fufficiently  foft 
and  yielding  to  make  me  determine  upon 
introducing  the  hand  immediately,  which 
I did  without  finding  more  difficulty  than 
ufual,  and  brought  away  the  child  by  the 
feet;  the  difcharge  immediately  flopped, 

and 
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and  nothing  happened  to  prevent  the  pa- 
tient’s recovery. 

CASE  XLIX. 

MARCH  6,  1779,  I was  called  to  the 

afiiftance  of Weatherick , another  poor 

woman,  who  was  at  her  full  reckoning, 
and  had,  at  this  time,  a confiderable  Uterine 
Haemorrhage.  Upon  examining  the  parts, 
I found  the  Placenta  prefenting,  and  the 
Uterus  fufficiently  dilated  to  admit  the 
hand,  which  I immediately  introduced, 
and  brought  away  a large  living  child  by 
the  feet.  The  patient,  who  was  a healthy 
woman,  and  had  not  fuffered  an  excefiiva 
lols,  recovered  in  the  ufual  time. 

CASE  L. 

APRIL  4,  1779.  Mrs.  TV , of 

Ketteringham,  about  five  miles  from  Nor- 
wich, was  patient  to  a very  careful  and 
intelligent  gentleman  in  her  neighbour- 
hood: ^Soon  alter  his  being  called  to  her, 
file  was  feized  with  a confiderable  dif- 

charge 
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charge*  and  upon  examining,  he  found  the 
Placenta  prefenting.  Wiffiing  for  my 
affiftance  in  the  management  of  this  cafe, 
he  fent  for  me,  and  I was  with  him  as 
foon  as  the  diftance  from  Norwich  ad- 
mitted of,  and  indeed  before  any  great 
quantity  of  blood  had  been  loft.  Upon 
examining  the  patient,  and  finding  the 
cafe  to  be  precifely  as  he  had  deferibed  it, 
I recommended  artificial  delivery,  and  as 
the  parts  were  foft  and  yielding,  I thought 
it  might  immediately  be  attempted ; ac- 
cordingly, at  his  requeft,  I introduced 
my  l\and  on  one  fide  of  the  Placenta,  and 
found  the  Podex  of  the  child  prefented, 
on  which  account  I was  the  fooner  able 
to  get  the  feet,  which  I brought  down, 
and  finillied  the  delivery  with  tolerable 
cale.  The  Placenta  came  away  foon,  and 
without  difficulty,  and  the  patient  had  a 
happy  recovery. 


CASE 
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CASE  LI 

JUNE  30,  1779.  Thorpe.  This  was 
a Email  delicate  woman,  of  a relaxed  ha- 
bit, and  who  had  borne  many  children. 
She  was  at  this  time  at  the  full  period  of 
pregnancy,  and  was  feized  two  days  be- 
fore with  a confiderable  difcharge,  which 
ceafed  and  returned  at  different  times  un- 
til  this  day,  and  was  then  much  more 
conliderable  than  it  had  yet  been,  which 
cccafioned  my  being  fent  for. 

Upon  a careful  examination,  I was  fa- 
tisfied  that  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the 
way,  and  the  Os  Uteri  was  fufficiently 
open  to  allow  me  to  rupture  the  mem- 
branes; the  flooding  immediately  abated, 
and  in  a few  hours  natural  pains  came  on, 
and  die  was  by  them  fafely  delivered. 

CASE  LII. 

AUGUST  25,  1779,  I was  called  to 

the  affi  dance  of  — Aldridge,  a poor 

B b 
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woman  in  labor,  and  under  the  care  of  a 
midwife;  fhs  had  been  flooding  for  fome 
hours,  and  much  blood  had  been  loft  be- 
fore I faw  her;  but  upon  finding  the  Pla- 
centa not  a^  the  Os  Uteri,  I thought  it 
right  to  wait;  and  as  loon  as  I was  able 
I pundturcd  the  membranes.  The  parts 
were  foon  after  more  dilated  by  pain,  and 
llie  was  fafely  delivered  by  the  Ample  efforts 
of  nature. 


CASE  LIII. 

NOVEMBER  i,  1779, Cutbird , 

a poor  woman  in  the  laft  month  of  preg- 
nancy. A difeharge  of  blood  from  the 
- Uterus  fuddenly  came  on  the  preceding 
day,  and  was  at  this  time  fo  great  as  to 
induce  the  midwife  who  attended  her  to 
defire  my  advice.  Upon  pafling  the  hand 
into  the  Vagina,  the  parts  being  fuflici- 
ently  relaxed  to  admit  it  without  much 
pain,  I was  convinced  the  Placenta  was 
not  in  the  v/ay,  and  therefore  treated  this 
cafe  exadtly  as  I did  the  laft,  and  fhe 

was. 
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was,  in  like  manner,  happily  relieved  by 
the  natural  pains. 

CASE  LIV. 

MARCH  24,  1780, Ward . This 

woman  was  in  labor  of  her  third  child, 
was  near  her  full  reckoning,  and  had  for 
l'ome  hours  been  flooding  exceffively.  Upon 
examining,  I found  the  Vagina  full  of  co- 
agula,  and  the  Placenta  attached  to  the 
Os  Uteri.  She  had  already  loft  fo  great  a 
quantity,  and  was  fo  extremely  faint,  that 
I judged  it  right  to  attempt  the  delivery 
without  further  lofs  of  time.  The  Ute- 
rus was  fo  lax,  that  I had  but  little  diffi- 
culty in  effecting  it,  but  I much  feared 
the  patient  had  fuffered  a lofs  which  lhe 
could  not  lurvive;  1 was,  however,  very 
agreeably  diflippointed ; for  though  lhe  re- 
mained many  weeks  very  weak,  yet  her 
recovery  was  perfect,  and  fhe  has  had  two 
children  ftnee. 
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CASE  LV. 

JUNE  19,  1780,  Jackfon.  This 

patient  was  feized  with  a flooding  about 
the  time  the  expedted  labor  to  come  on; 
fhe  was  attended  by  a midwife,  who, 
Ending  the  complaint  increafe,  fent  for 
me.  Finding  the  Placenta  was  not  at  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  and  the  parts  but 
little  open,  I encouraged  her  to  wait,  de- 
lired  the  patient  to  be  kept  cool,  and  left 
her,  with  directions  to  fend  for  me  if  the 
difeharge  became  more  alarming,  and  if 
the  labor  did  not  advance. 

The  difeharge  continued  for  a while, 
but  in  a few  hours  the  child  was  expelled 
by  the  natural  pains,  the  Placenta  was  re- 
moved without  trouble,  and  the  difeharge 
was  afterwards  not  more  than  what  was 
common  after  delivery. 


CASE 
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CASE  LVI. 

JULY  1,  1780,  Lacohee.  This 

was  an  unfortunate  poor  woman  whom  I 
had  before  aflifted  into  two  preternatural 
cafes  which  had  required  the  turning  the 
child;  and  my  being  now  fent  for  to  her, 
was  on  account  of  a confiderable  Haemor- 
rhage which  came  on  at  the  approach  of 
her  labor. 

Upon  making  the  necfeflary  examina- 
tion, I diftin&ly  felt  the  Placenta  at  the 
-Os  Uteri,  and  was  able  immediately  to 
pafs  the  hand  into  the  Uterus,  and  to  ex- 
tra 61  the  child  bv  the  feet,  by  which 
means  the  flooding  was  put  a flop  to,  and 
the  patient  was  refcued  from  the  hazard- 
ous fate  Ihe  was  in. 

CASE  LYir. 

JUL\  23,  1780, Lee.  In  the 

evening  of  this  day  I was  called  to  the 
a fli fiance  of  this  patient,  who  had  been 


in 
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in  labour  and  flooding  the  greateft  part  of 
the  day.  I found  the  Haemorrhage  was 
produced  by  the  attachment  of  the  Pla- 
centa to  the  Os  Uteri,  and  therefore  in- 
troduced the  hand,  turned  the  child,  and 
finifhed  the  delivery  without  any  thing 
unufual  occurring,  and  the  patient  had  a 
fpeedy  recovery.- 

CASE  LVJII. 

DECEMBER  28,  1780.  I was  this 
day  fent  for  to  * Baxter,  a poor  wo- 

man, in  a village  about  fix  miles  from  Nor- 
wich j fhe  was  in  the  beginning  of  the  ninth 
month  of  pregnancy,  and  had  been  feveral 
days  under  the  care  of  a midwife,  but  on 
account  of  a flooding  which  accompanied 
her  labor,  file  was  at  this  time  attended  by 
a neighbouring  furgeon,  who,  finding  the 
Placenta  fituate  on  the  Os  Uteri,  and  the 
Haemorrhage  exceffive,  defired  my  aflifl- 
ance. 


On 
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On  account  of  the  distance  from  Nor- 
wich, it  ms  a con  fide  rable  time  before  I 
could  be  with  her,  and  when  I arrived,  I 
found  her  reduqed  very  much  by  the  lofs 
of  blood.  Finding  the  Placenta  at  the 
Os  Uteri,  as  he  had  informed  me,  and  the 
parts  perfectly  loofe  and  yielding,  I paffed 
the  hand  immediately,  and  with  very  lit- 
tle difficulty  extracted  the  Fcetus  and  Pla- 

* 

centa. 

The  woman  was  evidently  better  after 
delivery,  and  as  but  little  difeharge  fol- 
lowed the  removal  of  the  child,  I hoped 
ffie  would  have  had  a happy  recovery;  and 
no  unfavourable  fymptom  came  on  until 
the  third  or  fourtli  day,  on  which,  how- 
ever, die  was  feized  with  a fever,  which 
proved  fatal  in  a few  days  afterwards. 

CASE  LIX. 

JANUARY  30,  1781,  — — Feake. 
This  woman  was  near  her  full  time,  when 
Ihe  was  attacked  with  a flooding: — It  was 

at 
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at  firft  final  1,  and  in  the  courfc  of  two  or 
three  days,  at  times,  perfectly  ceafed;  but 
on  this  day  it  increafed  much,  and  was 
very  confiderable  when  I faw  her.  Upon 
examination  I found  the  Placenta  was  not 
in  the  way;  I thought  it  right  to  wait  for 
the  natural  pains,  which  proved  fufficient 
to  expel  the  child  with  perfect  fafety  to 
the  woman,  and  much  fooner  than  I ap- 
prehended at  firft. 

CASE  LX. 

NOVEMBER  29,  1781.  Pitcher . 

This  woman’s  cafe  was,  in  all  its  circum- 
ftances,  very  fimilar  to  that  laft  delcribed, 
and  the  Placenta  not  being  at  the  mouth 
of  the  womb,  terminated  fafely  by  the 
foie  efforts  of  nature. 

CASE  LXI.  * 

FEBRUARY  4,  1782.  Bully . This 
patient  was,  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, fuddenly  feized  with  a profufe 
difcharge  from  the  Uterus.  The  midwife 

who 
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who  had  attended  her  in  former  labors 
was  fent  for  at  firft,  but  finding  her  fitua- 
tion  very  hazardous,  and  that  fhe  was  not 
likely  to  be  relieved  by  the  labor  pains, 
flie  fent  for  me. 

Upon  enquiring  into  the  fituation  of 
the  Os  Uteri,  I found  it  but  little  dilated, 
and  the  Placenta  very  evidently  fixed  to  it: 
after  waiting  fome  time,  I paffed  the  hand 
into  the  Uterus,  but  with  rather  more 
difficulty  than  ufual ; however,  the  deli- 
very terminated  very  fafely,  and  the  pa- 
tient recovered. 

CASE  LXII. 

FEBRUARY  24,  1782,  Green . 

This  patient  was  at  her  full  time,  and  her 
labor  began  with  a confiderable  flooding; 
it  had  been  fome  hours  before  I faw  her, 
during  which  time  fhe  had  been  under  the 
care  of  a midwife. 
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I made  the  ufual  enquiry,  and  found  the 
Placenta  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  which 
was  dilated  enough  to  induce  me  to  at- 
tempt delivery  immediately,  and  which  I 
effected  with  much  more  eafe  than  in  the 
lafl  cafe,  and  the  woman  had  a happy  re- 
covery. 

CASE  LXIII. 

MARCH  21,  1782.  Ferry . This  wo- 
man had  a confiderable  flooding,  but  be- 
ing at  her  full  reckoning,  and  the  Placenta 
not  being  in  the  way,  I waited  for  the  na- 
tural pains,  which  proved  fufficient  to  ex- 
pel the  child  before  the  patient  had  fuf- 
tained  too  great  a lofs,  and  fhe  recovered 
in  the  ufual  time. 

CASE  LXiV. 

APRIL  1,  1782,  King.  I tvas 

fen t for  to  this  woman  after  fhe  had  had 
fymptoms  of  labor,  attended  with  a Ute- 
rine Haemorrhage,  for  feveral  hours.  Upon 
examination  I found  the  Placenta  was  not 


at 
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at  the  Os  Uteri,  but  an  arm  prefented;  I 
was,  therefore,  on  this  account,  obliged 
to  turn  the  child,  and  extract  it  by  the 
feet,  and  which  I did  without  the  patient 
buffering  any  injury. 

CASE  LXV. 

APRIL  ii,  1782, Coleman.  This 

woman  was  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, and  without  any  previous  indifpofi- 
tion  or  accident  happening  to  her,  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  a difcharge  of  blood ; 
the  was  feveral  days  attended  by  a midwife, 
and  I was  at  laft  fent  for,  on  account  of 
the  complaint  having  much  increafed.  I 
found,  by  examining  with  the  hand  in 
the  Vagina,  that  the  Placenta  was  not  in 
the  way,  and  therefore  encouraged  the 
patient  and  the  midwife  patiently  to 
wait  for  true  labor,  which,  however, 
did  not  come  on  that  day,  and  though 
the  flooding  became  lefs,  by  keeping 
her  ftill,  and  the  room  cool,  vet  it  re- 
turned  the  next  day,  and  I v/as  again 
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fent  for;  but  now  I found  nature  more 
difpofed  to  aflift  her,  and  being  able  to 
pundlure  the  membranes  with  a probe, 
the  water  came  away,  and  pains  foon  fuc- 
ceeded,  which  proved  fufficient  to  finifli 
the  labor  happily. 

CASE  LXVI. 

APRIL  14,  1782,  Short.  I was 

fent  for  in  the  night  time  to  this  woman, 
who  was  remarkably  fmall,  delicate,  and 
fickly.  She  had  been  fome  days  expecting 
her  labor,  and  had  had  much  uneafinefs 
in  her  back,  and  flight  pains  in  the  region 
of  the  Uterus  during  that  time!  about 
two  hours  before  I faw  her,  the  labor 
pains  fuddenly  became  ftronger,  and  a 
conflderable  difcharge  accompanied  each 
pain.  A midwife  had  been  with  her 
fome  time,  and  fent  for  me  on  ac- 
count of  the  flooding.  Though  much 

time  was  not  lofl:  before  I was  with  her, 

/ 

yet,  the  Uterus  opening  quickly,  fhe  fuf- 
tained  a very  great  lofs  in  a very  little/ 

while. 
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while.  Finding  the  Haemorrhage  ftill 
great,  and  the  Placenta  prefenting,  I in- 
ftantly  introduced  the  hand,  and  brought 
away  the  child  and  Placenta  with  very 
little  trouble,  and  happily  in  time  to  fave 
the  woman’s  life,  as  fhe  appeared  fo  much 
reduced,  as  probably  to  have  rendered  her 
unable  to  have  furvived  the  lofs  of  more 
blood. 


CASE  LXVIf. 

MAY  4,  1782*'  Mrs.  W . This 

woman  lived  in  the  country,  about  four 
miles  from  Norwich;  I had  attended  her 
in  a former  labor,  and  fhe  had  always 
been  fubjedt  to  flow  and  lingering  times. 
Her  labor  at  this  time  began  with  a flight 
difcharge,  which  induced  her  to  fend  for 
me  rather  fooner  than  ufual. 

I examined  the  flate  of  the  Uterus, 
found  it  but  little  open,  but  fufficiently  fo 
to  convince  me  that  the  Placenta  was  not 
in  the  way.  The  difcharge  ftill  conti- 
nued. 
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nued,  but  was  kept  from  being  profufe 
by  admitting  cool  air  into  the  room,  &c. 
and  in  a few  hours  I was  able  to  rupture 
the  membranes : after  which  the  flooding 
evidently  abated,  and  the  Uterus  foon  after 
opening  more  and  more,  the  child  was  ex- 
pelled by  the  natural  pains. 

CASE  LXVIII. 

AUGUST  20,  1782,  — — Francis. 

When  I was  called  to  this  patient  I found 
her  very  much  reduced  by  a flooding  which 
had  continued  many  hours,  during  which 
time  the  had,  occaflonally,  had  fome  pains. 
She  had  borne  feveral  children  before,  and 
was  now  very  near  her  full  reckoning.  I 
diftin&ly  felt  the  Placenta  filling  up  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  which  was  confi- 
derably  open,  and  fufliciently  loofe  tojuf- 
tify  my  immediately  introducing  the  hand. 
I had  but  little  difficulty  in  doing  this ; 
and  though  the  child  was  large,  I brought 
it  away  quite  as  foon  as  I wiffied,  and  it 
proved  time  enough  for  the  woman’s  fafety. 

CASE 
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CASE  LXIX. 

NOVEMBER  21,  17S2.  Wright.  Ia 
this  cafe  the  flooding  was  occafioned  by  the 
Placenta  being  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri,  and 
a reparation  of  it  having  taken  place  by 
the  approach  of  labor.  The  woman  loft 
a good  deal  of  blood  before  the  Uterus  was 
Sufficiently  open  to  admit  of  forcible  de- 
livery: but  though  I was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  waiting  rather  longer  in  this 
cafe  than  in  moft  of  thofe  which  had 
lately  occurred  to  me,  yet  I was  at  length 
able  to  accomplish  my  purpofe,  and  with- 
out any 'injury  to  the  patient. 

CASE  LXX. 

APRIL  3,  1783.  The  fubjedt  of  this 
cafe  is  a frnall  delicate  lady,  who  has  had 
feveral  children.  She  had  been  fubjedt  to 
niany  complaints  during  all  the  time  of 
this  pregnancy,  and  particularly  indifpofed 
for  feveral  days  before  the  above  date;  but 

fhe 
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fhe  had  attributed  it  principally  to  her 
being  fo  near  her  time. 

Her  night  having  been  a very  uncom- 
fortable one,  (lie  was  feized  towards  the 
morning  with  a fudden  difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  Uterus,  which,  however,  abated 
in  about  half  an  hour:  it  returned  again  in 
a few  hours  after,  when  I received  a mef- 
fage  from  her;  I vilited  hei  immediately, 
and  though  the  had  fcarce  any  pain,  I 
thought  it  right  to  examine  the  Os  Uteri; 
and  being  latisfied  that  the  Placenta  was 
not  attached  to  it,  I encouraged  her  to  ex- 
pert that  the  labour  would  end  fafely  with- 
out any  extraordinary  means  being  ufed  to 
expedite  the  delivery.  I was  not  able  im- 
mediately to  pun&ure  the  membranes,  the 
difcharge  Sill  continued,  and  (he  became 
conSdcrably  faint.  I endeavoured  to  ex- 
cite pain  by  gently  Simulating  the  Os 
Uteri;  and  at  length  it  was  open  enough, 
and  fufficiently  low  to  allow  my  palling  a 

long 
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long  probe  into  it,  by  which  means  a great 
quantity  of  water  made  its  eicape,  and  the 
Hemorrhage  totally  ceafed.  Pains  fuffi- 
cient  to  be  of  much  ufe  did  not  come  on 
of  feveral  hours,  but  the  difcharge  not 
returning,  I was  little  anxious  on  this 
account.  True  labor,  however,  at  length 
began,  and  a very  healthy  living  child 
was  expelled  by  the  natural  pains,  and  the 
lady  had  a good  getting  up. 

CASE  LXXT. 

JULY  20,  1783,  Mrs.  F . This 

perfon  had  been  my  patient  in  three  for- 
mer labors,  and  had  had  natural  times. 
Eight  days  before  this  date,  fhe  was  fud- 
denly  feized  with  a copious  difcharge 
from  the  Uterus,  while  fhe  was  turning 
herfelf  in  bed.  She  immediately  fent  for 
me,  but  though  it  had  been  very  confi- 
derable,  it  was  much  abated  when  I came 
to  her.  I examined  the  Uterus,  found  it 
very  little  open,  but  thought  the  Placenta 
was  not  at  the  mouth  of  it.  She  had  no 

D d 
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pain,  and  though  the  flooding  did  not  re-f 
turn,  I ftaid  with  her  feveral  hours.  Hav- 
ing kept  her  remarkably  ftill,  and  princi- 
pally in  bed,  Ihe  had  no  return  of  the  difr 
charge  till  four  days  after,  when  it  came 
on  again,  but  it  was  not  fo  profufe  as  be- 
fore, and  went  off  fooner.  Early  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  on  which  this  is 
dated  Ihe  had  fome  fymptoms  of  labor, 
and  it  was  foon  followed  bv  a frelh  dif- 
charge:  I was  lent  fcr  immediately,  and 
found  her  extremely  faint:  the  Uterus  was 
now  beginning  to  open,  and  I was  now 
fully  fatisfied  that  the  Placenta  was  not  in 
the  way;  however,  the  difcharge  was  Hill  a 
formidable  one,  and  though  I fucceeded 
in  rupturing  the  membranes,  yet  it  abated 
much  lefs  than  I had  ufually  obferved  after 
the  efcape  of  the  water,  infomuch  that  I 
almofl:  feared  I mull  have  had  recourfe  to 
artificial  delivery ; and  1 am  perfuaded  I 
fhould  have  done  lo  had  I not,  in  fo  many 
former  cafes,  experienced  nature’s  extra- 
ordinary ability  to  relieve  herfelf  under 

the 
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the  mod  unpromifmg  circum fiances  when 
the  Placenta  is  not  at  the  Os  Uteri;  I 
therefore  ftill  ventured  to  wait,  and  the 
event  juflihed  it,  as  fhe  was  at  length 
fafely  delivered  of  a large  living  child, 
and  though  fine  was  much  reduced,  and 
exceedingly  weak  for  forne  weeks  after,  fhe 
totally  recovered  her  health  and  llrength. 

CASE  LXXII. 

AUGUST  11,  1783, Broadhurft. 

I was  lent  for  to  this  woman  about  noon- 
time this  day,  on  account  of  a flooding 
which  die  had  had  feveral  hours.  I found 
her  in  labour  of  her  fourth  child,  and  un- 
der the  care  of  a midwife.  Upon  examining 
the  parts  I was  fatisfied  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  in  the  way,  and  I was  able  im- 
mediately to  pierce  the  membranes ; the 
difcharge  abated  inftantly,  and  fome  pain 
fucceeded,  which  I expected  would  very 
loon  have  pufhed  the  child  down,  but  it 
was  more  than  four  hours  before  it  was 
expelled,  which,  however,  was  then  ef- 

D d 2 fedted 
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feifled  by  the  natural  pains,  affiftcd  only 
by  the  midwife,  who  attended  at  firft,  as 
I was  called  away  about  two  hours  before 
to  another  patient. 

CASE  LXXIII. 

NOVEMBER  7,  1783,  Mrs.  F . 

This  woman  was  a healthy,  ftrong  wo- 
man ; flie  was  in  labor  of  her  fecond  child, 
and  was  remarkably  well  formed  to  bear 
children  j (lie  was  at  her  full  time,  and 
her  labor  had  commenced,  when  there 
came  on  a very  confiderable  Hemorrhage. 
Upon  examining  I was  convinced  that  the 
Placenta  was  not  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri, 
which  was  already  confiderably  open,  and, 
I dare  fay,  would  have  admitted  the  hand 
for  artificial  delivery  with  the  utmofl  eafe> 
this,  however,  not  being  neceffary,  I only 
ruptured  the  membranes,  and  left  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  the  child  to  nature,  and  it  took 
place  in  about  an  hour,  a remarkable  fine 
child  being  born  without  any  further  cir- 
cumftances  of  alarm  to  the  mother. 

CASE 
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CASE  LXXIV. 

NOVEMBER  19,  1783,  Mrs.  

This  lady  was  with  child  of  her  eleventh 
child.  She  was  naturally  a healthy  wo- 
man, but  had  borne  fo  many  children  in 
fo  fhort  a time,  that  her  conftitution  was 
rather  impaired  by  it.  She  was  at  this 
time  at  her  full  account,  and  had  been  fo 
much  indifpofed  for  a week  part  that  her 
nurfe  had  been  conftantly  with  her,  and  I 
had  paid  her  feveral  vifits : early  this  morn- 
ing, after  having  had  a very  uneafy  night, 
there  came  on  a difcharge  of  blood,  which, 
however,  abating  in  a little  while,  the 
nurfe  did  not  think  proper  to  fend  for  me ; 
it  returned  feveral  times,  but  through  the 
inattention  of  the  nurfe,  who  conlidered 
the  circumftance  of  no  confequence,  I 
did  not  fee  her  until  eleven  o’clock.  The 
difcharge  was  now  very  confiderable,  and 
I was  much  hurt  that  fo  much  blood  had 
been  loft  before  I was  informed  of  her 
fituation.  Upon  examination,  very  for- 
tunately 
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tunately  ic  was  found  that  the  Pla- 
centa was  not  in  the  way,  and  as  I was 
able  to  pierce  the  membranes  with  a 
probe,  I did  not  doubt  but  the  labor 
would  end  foon  and  fafely,  as  all  her  for- 
mer labors  had  been  very  happy  ones,  the 
child  being  ufually  expelled  in  a few 
pains  after  the  efcape  of  the  waters.  The 
rupture  of  the  membranes  had  the  good 
effett  I expected,  and  fhe  was  foon,  and 
remarkably  eafily  delivered  by  the  natural 
pains.  Rather  more  difeharge  than  was 
common  with  her  followed  the  Placenta, 
but  nothing  happened  afterwards  to  re- 
tard her  recovery. 

CASE  LXXV. 

DECEMBER  14,  17S3.  Mrs.  D . 

This  woman  had  borne  feveral  children, 
was  fmall  and  delicate,  had  a very  pale, 
fickly  countenance,  was  much  emaciated, 
and  had  been  fubjedt  to  a variety  of 
complaints,  which  had  weakened  her  ex- 
tremely. When  Hie  was  about  three 

months 
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months  gone  with  child,  there  came  on  a 
very  confiderable  difcharge,  and  there  was 
every  reafon  to.  believe  fhe  would  have 
mifcarried  at  this  time,  but  unfortunately, 
though  the  Haemorrhage  continued  many 
days,  fhe  flill  went  on:  it  returned  at  dif- 
ferent times  from  the  fir  ft  attack  to  the 
middle  of  the  feventh  month,  and  then 
very  luddenly  became  very  profufe;  and 
even  at  that  time  I was  not  fent  for  until 
more  than  two  hours  after  it  began. 

I never  found  a poor  creature  in  a more 
deplorable  flats ; — reduced  fo  very  much 
by  the  many  former  lulfes,  I was  aflo- 
n i filed  to  find  her  alive  after  the  very 
great  difcharge  which  had  now  happened. 
Upon  examining  the  Uterus  I felt  the 
Placenta  prefentingj  but  the  Os  Tineas 
was  fo  litt[e  open,  and  the  Uterus  itfelf 
fo  (mail,  that  I very  much  feared  I fhould 
have  been  unable  to  have  introduced  the 
hand  : the  urgency  of  the  cafe,  however, 
juftified  an  extraordinary  exertion,  and 

made 
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made  it  necefiary  to  lofe  no  time  in  mak- 
ing the  attempt  to  deliver;  accordingly  I 
immediately  introduced  two  or  three  fin- 
gers, and  by  degrees  got  the  hand  almoft 
compleatly  admitted;  but  though  from 
the  faint  date  in  which  the  patient  was, 
the  parts  were  very  loofe,  yet  the  want  of 
capacity  of  the  Uterus  very  much  im- 
peded the  necefiary  motion  of  the  hand 
when  introduced,  and  rendered  it  very 
difficult  to  get  at  the  feet  of  the  child, 
which  were  at  the  Fundus  Uteri ; the  ap- 
prehenfion  which  I was  likewife  under  of 
the  woman’s  expiring  before  I had  finilhed 
the  operation,  very  much  added  to  my  em- 
barrafi'ment,  and  made  me  fuffer  an  an- 
xiety  much  greater  and  more  painful  than 
I had  ever  before  experienced  on  a fimilar 
occafion ; however,  from  a cautious  per- 
feverance,  I did  at  lad  pals  the  hand  far 
enough  to  find  the  feet,  and  was  able  to 
bring  them  down  into  the  Vagina.  When 
1 had  gained  this  very  important  point  I 
flopped,  in  order  to  give  the  patient  a 

little 
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little  refpite,  but  in  lefs  than  a quarter  of 
an  hour  I was  able  to  extradl  the  child 
compleatly;  I had  no  trouble  in  bring- 
ing away  the  Placenta,  which  appeared 
remarkably  difcoloured  on  that  furface 
which  unites  with  the  Uterus,  from  the 
reparation  which  muft  fo  long  have  taken 
place. 

Though  but  little  Haemorrhage  fol- 
lowed the  delivery,  yet  fo  much  blood 
had  already  been  loft,  that  I feared  fhe 
would  have  furvived  but  a fhort  time; 
fhe,  however,  to  my  furprife,  recovered 
from  her  faintnefs,  and  was  able  to  take 
fomething  cordial,  and  was  fo  much  better 
the  next  day,  as  to  be  out  of  immediate 
danger;  and  though  for  many  weeks  fhe 
feemed  a living  corpfe,  and  for  feveral 
months  was  unable  to  walk,  yet  fhe  was, 
about  nine  months  after  fhe  was  deli- 
vered, in  tolerable  health. 
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CASE  LXXVI. 

JANUARY  19,  1784,  Mrs.  H , 

was  a delicate  woman,  whofe  conftitution 
had  fuffered  much  by  having  borne  many 
children  in  a few  years.  She  was  at  this 
time  in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy, 
and  a confiderable  difeharge  from  the  Ute- 
rus fuddenly  came  on.  1 was  immedi- 
ately fent  for,  but  being  at  fome  diftance 
from  home,  it  was  more  than  an  hour  be- 
fore I was  with  her. 

Upon  examination  I found  the  Placenta 
was  not  prefenting,  and  though  the  Os 
Uteri  was  but  little  open,  I was  foon  able 
to  pierce  the  membranes,  upon  which  the 
water  immediately  efcaped,  and  the  dif- 
eharge abated;  the  Uterus  dilating,  I foon 
found  the  feet  of  a fmall  child  prefenting, 
which  I chew  forth,  after  which  there  was 
no  material  return  of  the  difeharge,  and 
my  patient  did  well. 

1 
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CASE  LXXVII. 


FEBRUARY  3,  1784.  I was  called 

early  this  morning  to  the  wife  of  

Annes , a poor  woman,  who  was  under 
the  care  of  a midwife.  I found  fhe  was 
in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  and 
that  die  had  been  flooding  feveral  hours; 
flie  had  very  little  pain,  and  upon  examin- 
ing the  parts  I found  the  Uterus  but  little 
dilated,  but  fufliciently  fo  to  fatisfy  me 
that  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way.  I 
directed  her  to  be  kept  ftill  and  cool,  and 
gave  the  midwife  reafon  to  expedt  that  fhe 
would  be  delivered  by  the  natural  pains. 
About  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  I was 
lent  for  again,  the  difcharge  having  been 
very  conliderable  within  the  laft  hour.  I 


now  found  the  Os  Tinc^  more  open,  and 
was  able  to  break  the  membranes,  but  the 
Haemorrhage  Hill  continued  more  than  I 
expedted  it  would  have  done  after  the 
efcape  of  the  water;  however,  as  there 
appeared  to  be  fome  difpofltion  in  the 

E e 2 Uterus 
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Uterus  to  dilate,  and  as  fhe  now  had  flight 
pains,  I ventured  ftill  to  truft  to  them, 
and  fortunately  they  increafed  fo  much 
within  the  following  hour  as  to  expel  the 
Foetus  with  fafety  to  the  patient. 

CASE  LXXVIIL 

j 

FEBRUARY  5,  1784.  I was  this 
evening  fent  for  to  Kirby,  a village  three 
miles  from  this  city,  to  attend  the  wife  of 

Clifton , a poor  woman,  under  the 

care  of  a midwife.  This  patient  was  in  bad 
health,  had  had  one  child  before,  which 
was  prematurely  born,  her  labor  being  at- 
tended with  very  alarming  convulfions:  at 
this  time  fhe  was  in  the  fifth  month  of 
pregnancy,  and  was  feized  with  pain,  ac- 
companied with  a confiderable  Haemor- 
rhage. Upon  examination  I could  eafily 
diftinguifh  the  Placenta  at  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  and  after  feveral  attempts  I 
palled  one  finger  through  the  fubftance  of 
' it,  beyond  which  I felt  an  arm  of  the 
Foetus  prel'en ting.  The  Uterus  was  fo 

finall 
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fmall  that,  notwithftanding  the  flooding 
and  the  preternatural  poflure  of  the  child 
both  required  it,  yet  I found  it  abfolutely 
impracticable  to  turn  the  Foetus,  as  I 
could  introduce  but  two  fingers,  and  with 
them  could  take  but  very  imperfeCt  hold 
even  of  the  arm,  and  therefore  was  ob- 
liged to  relinquish  it,  and  trufi  to  nature’s 
ability  to  expel  the  whole.  By  the  efcape 
of  water,  produced  by  my  pafli ng  the 
finger  through  the  Placenta,  the  difcharge 
was  much  leflened,  though  not  abfolutely 
flopped ; but  as  the  woman  had  no  pain, 

I was  not  without  anxiety  for  the  event: 
fortunately  there  was  no  great  return  of 
difcharge  until  about  four  hours  after, 
and  this  being  produced  by  true  labor 
pains,  they  proved  fufficient  in  a Ihort 
time  to  expel  the  child,  which  being 
fmall,  came  with  the  arm  and  head  pre- 
fenting.  The  difcharge  immediately  flop- 
ped, and  though  the  patient  remained  very 
weak  for  fome  time  after,  yet  fhe  is  now 
in  as  good  health  as  ufual. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXIX. 

APRIL  21,  1784.  Being  this  day  in 
the  country,  about  four  miles  from  Nor- 
wich, on  other  bufinefs,  I was  requeued 
to  look,  at  a cottager’s  wife  who  was  in 
labor,  and  attended  by  a neighbouring 
midwife.  I found  (lie  had  been  flooding 
more  or  lefs  for  fcveral  hours ; but  upon 
examining,  the  Uterus  was  much  dilated, 
the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way,  and  the 
woman  had  pretty  good  pains,  but  the 
difcharge  was  dill  fo  much  as  to  alarm 
her  attendants.  I immediately,  and  with- 
out the  lead:  difficulty,  ruptured  the  mem- 
branes;— a large  quantity  of  water  came 
away,  the  flooding  flopped,  ftrong  pains 
loon  fucceeded,  and  as  the  woman  was 
well  formed,  and  had  had  many  children 
before,  fhe  was  fafely  releafed  in  little 
more  than  a quarter  of  an  hour. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXX. 

MAY  27,  1784,  Middleton.  This 

patient  was  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg- 
nancy; (he  had  flooded  about  two  hours, 
in  the  forenoon  of  this  day,  before  I 
faw  her.  Upon  examination,  though 
the  Vagina  was  full  of  coagulated  blood, 
I was  fully  fatisfled  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and  that  the 
membranes  were  ruptured;  and  there- 
fore, notwithstanding  the  Haemorrhage 
continued,  and  the  woman  had  no  pain, 
I thought  it  right  to  wait,  and  en- 
couraged the  midwife  who  attended  her 
to  expedl  that  the  natural  pains  would  be 
lufficient  to  expel  the  child;  die  had, 
however,  but  little  pain  for  many  hours, 
and  the  difcharge,  though  more  moderate, 
dill  continued.  In  the  evening  there  came 
on  ftronger  pains,  and*  She  was  then  de- 
livered, with  peculiar  eafe,  of  a dead 
child. 


CASE 
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CASE  LXXXI. 

JULY  6,  17S4,  i was  fent  for  in  the 
night  time  to  aflifl:  a furgeon  in  a cafe  of 
Haemorrhage,  but  being  at  fome  diTtance 
from  home,  it  was  more  than  two  hours 
before  I arrived  at  the  patient’s ; and  I 
then  found  that  the  cafe  had  ended  un- 
happily, the  woman,  though  delivered, 
being  dead. 

The  patient  was  a poor  woman,  and 
had  been  a long  while  under  the  care  of  a 
midwife  before  the  furgeon  was  fent  for; 
file  was  feized  with  a flooding  feveral 
weeks  before,  which  had  returned  at  dif- 
ferent times,  at  each  of  which  much 
blood  had  been  lofl: : in  the  evening  pre- 
ceding the  above  date,  fome  fymptoms  of 
labor  came  on,  attended  with  a frefh  at- 
tack of  the  Haemorrhage,  which,  as  the 
pains  increafed,  became  fo  conliderable, 
that  when  the  furgeon  was  fent  for,  an 

exceflive 
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exceffive  quantity  of  blood  had  been  loft, 
and  ffie  was  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity. 

On  examination,  he  found  the  Os  Uteri 
perfectly  loofe,  and  the  Placenta  evidently 
prefentingj  he  judged  it,  therefore,  right 
to  give  her  the  chance  of  an  immediate 
deliveryj  but  though  the  turning  was  ef- 
fected without  the  leaft  difficulty,  fhe  did 
not  furvive  it  more  than  half  an  hour. 

CASE  LXXXir. 

^ - J’ 

JULY  11,  1784. Hakeney.  This 

poor  woman  was  about  eight  months  gone 
with  child,  was  forty-two  years  of  age, 
of  a very  weak  conftitution,  and  had  been 
ill  of  a malignant  fever  more  than  a week. 

A few  hours  before  I faw  her,  there 
came  on  pains  refembling  labor  pains, 
which  were  accompanied  with  a difcharge 
of  blood,  and  as  it  increafed  as  the  pains  be- 
came ftronger,  the  midwife,  under  whofe 
care  ffie  was,  fent  for  me : I found  her  very 

F f ill. 
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ill,  with  a Email  but  very  quick  pulfe;  the 
appeared  drowfy,  and  took  very  little  no- 
tice of  what  palled  in  the  room,  and  this, 
though  die  had  been  faint  from  the  lofs  of 
blood,  appeared  to  be  principally  owing 
to  the  ftupor  which  was  charadteriftic  of 
her  fever. 

On  examination  I found  the  Placenta  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Uterus,  which  was  fo 
loofe  and  dilatable  as  to  induce  me  to 
attempt  the  delivery  immediately,  and 
which,  after  I had  apprized  the  byftanders 
that  the  danger  from  the  flooding  was 
much  aggravated  by  the  fever  the  woman 
laboured  under,  and  that  the  event  would, 
therefore,  be  more  than  ufually  uncertain, 
I accomplilhed  with  as  much  eafe  as  in 
any  of  the  preceding  cafes:  the  Placenta 
came  away  very  eaflly,  and  the  Hemor- 
rhage was  very  inconfiderable  after  deli- 
very, and  I believe  the  whole  lofs  fuf- 
tained  was  not  fufflcient  to  have  injured 
the  patient  materially  had  fhe  been  in 

health; 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE. 


219 


health;  the  fymptoms  of  the  fever,  how- 
ever, evidently  became  worfe  afterwards, 
and  though  die  took  nutriment  in  a tole- 
rable quantity  for  feveral  days,  die  yet  fell 
a vi&irn  to  the  difeafe  before  the  end  of 
the  week. 

REMARK. 

It  mud,  I doubt  not,  appear  very  evi- 
dent, from  the  above  recited  cafe,  that  the 
fatal  termination  of  it  was  chiefly  owing 
to  the  date  the  patient  was  in  being  fo  pe- 
culiarly unfavourable  to  parturition. 

The  fever  was  certainly  the  caufe  of  the 
premature  labor,  as  the  attachment  of  the 
Placenta  to  the  Os  Uteri  was- the  imme- 
diate and  principal  caufe  of  the  Haemor- 
rhage; but  as  the  former,  from  its  malig- 
nant nature,  might  induce  dome  leparation 
of  the  Placenta,  it  is  probable  that  in  this, 
as  well  as  in  fome  former  cafes,  one  of  the 
caufes  which  I have  confidered  as  acciden- 
tally producing  a dooding,  and  that  which 

F f 2 renders 
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renders  an  Hemorrhage  unavoidable,  un- 
fortunately fubfifted  at  the  fame  time. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that 
the  effort  which  nature  made,  by  the 
coming  on  of  labor,  to  remove  the  child 
at  a time  when  the  woman  was  attacked 
with  danger,  is  a ftriking  inftance  of 
what,  I believe,  always  takes  place  when 
any  dangerous  circumflance  occurs  during 
pregnancy,  and  is,  among  many  others, 
a proof  of  the  wife  care  uniformly  ob- 
ferved  in  the  operations  of  nature,  to  pre- 
ferve  the  fpecies,  and  particularly  in  that 
in  which  the  continuance  of  it  is  fo  im- 
mediately her  object. 

CASE  LXXXIII. 

SEPTEMBER  7,  1784,  Carver , 

a poor  woman  in  the  workhoufe,  was  at 
her  full  time  of  her  ninth  child,  and  her 
labor  came  on  in  the  forenoon  of  this  day, 
attended  with  a difcharge  of  blood  from 
the  womb;  about  one  o’clock,  whilft  the 

midwife 
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midwife  was  with  her,  her  pain  became 
fuddenly  much  stronger,  and  a very  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  blood  came  away; 
ffie  became  faint  upon  this  lofs,  and  the 
pains  abated,  the  difcharge,  however,  ftill 
continuing,  though  in  a fmall  degree. 

In  the  evening  I was  requeued  to  fee 
her,  and  though  there  had  been  but  fmall 
pains  for  many  hours,  and  no  return  of 
Haemorrhage  equal  to  what  happened  at 
noon  time,  yet  Ihe  was  ftill  very  languid. 
On  examination  I found  the  Uterus  confi- 
derably  dilated,  and  the  Placenta  fil- 
ling up  the  mouth  of  it;  I made  no  hefi- 
tation,  therefore,  to  pals  the  hand,  and 
as  the  woman  was  very  well  formed,  I 
extracted  a large  living  child,  with  very 
little  difficulty,  and  no  injury  to  the 
mother. 

CASE  LXXXIV. 

SEPTEMBER  9,  1784, Brookes . 

This  poor  woman  was  in  labor  of  her  fifth 

child. 
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child,  and  a very  confiderable  di (charge 
from  the  Uterus  came  on  fuddenly  ; the 
woman,  under  whole  care  fhe  was,  exa- 
mined her,  and  felt  the  membranes  pro- 
truding through  the  Os  Internum;  fhe 
ventured  to  break  them,  upon  which  a 
larger  quantity  of  water  came  away,  and 
the  flooding  abated;  but  after  waiting 
more  than  an  hour,  as  no  pains  came  on, 
and  fhe  was  unable  to  diflinguiih  what 
part  of  the  child  prefented,  fhe  appre- 
hended the  difcharge  might  return,  and 
fent  for  my  afilftance. 

There  was  but  little  difcharge  when  I 
faw  the  patient;  but  by  the  faint  ftate  fhe 
was  in,  and  the  cloths  which  were  Ihewn 
me,  it  was  evident  a large  quantity  mull 
have  been  loft:  On  examination  I found 
the  Uterus  dilated  and  quite  loofe,  and 
one  foot  of  the  child  prefenting,  by 
which  I drew  it  forth  with  very  little 
trouble,  and  the  mother  and  child  both 
did  well. 
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case  lxxxv. 

SEPTEMBER  16,  1784,  Mrs.  P . 

This  woman’s  conftitution  was  naturally 
a weak  one,  and  die  had  differed  a very 
great  lofs  offtrength  by  along  continued 
fever  of  the  putrid  kind  about  a year  be- 
fore; fhe  was  at  this  time  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  laft  month  of  her  third  preg- 
nancy, had  been  very  unhealthy  during 
the  whole  of  it,  and  had  been  particu- 
larly indifpofed  about  a fortnight  before, 
from  which  time  lhe  ceafed  to  perceive 
any  motion  in  the  child. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  day  of  the  above 
date,  die  was  fuddenly  feized  with  a con- 
liderable  difcharge  of  blood  from  the  Ute- 
rus, and  though  fhe  had  no  pains  refem- 
bling  labor,  die  yet  felt  a peculiar  fenfe  of 
bearing  down.  The  difcharge  continued 
during  the  day,  many  cloths  were  wetted 
with  it,  and  l'everal  dark-coloured  coagula 


came  away. 
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Having  been  engaged  to  attend  her,  I 
was  fent  for  about  ten  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing; the  difcharge  was  then  inconliderable, 
but  -dlie  complained  of  the  fame  fenfe  of 
bearing  down.  Upon  examining  I found 
the  Os  Uteri  remarkably  high  up,  and  fo 
little  open  that  it  was  with  the  utmoft  dif- 
ficulty I could  introduce  the  end  of  a finger, 
with  which  I thought  I felt  the  membranes, 
but  it  was  too  indiftindfly  either  to  make 
me  decidedly  certain  that  the  Placenta  was 
not  prefenting,  or  to  enable  me  to  rupture 
them;  however,  as  upon  further  enquiry 
I found  that  the  flooding  was  not  accom- 
panied with  pain,  and  that  when  there 
came  on  any  pain  the  difcharge  was  not 
increafed  by  it,  I ventured  to  leave  her, 
defiring  to  be  fent  for  immediately  upon 
an  increafe  of  the  Haemorrhage : I was 
not  fent  for  until  the  next  morning,  not- 
withftanding  there  had  been  feveral  re- 
turns of  the  flooding  in  the  courfe  of  the 
night,  and  a confiderable  quantity  of 
blood  had  been  loft.  The  Uterus  was 

ftill 
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{till  high  up;  but  upon  palling  the  whole 
hand  into  the  Vagina,  I could  now  get 
the  finger  farther  admitted  into  the  Ute- 
rus, and  was  thence  fully  fatisfied  that  the 
Placenta  was  not  in  the  way;  I immedi- 
ately introduced  a probe  along  the  infide 
of  my  hand,  and  guided  by  my  finger  I 
patted  it  into  the  Os  Uteri,  and  it  was 
juft  long  enough  to  pierce  the  membranes; 
a large  quantity  of  foetid  water  came  away, 
and  the  flooding  abated.  As  no  pain 
came  on,  the  difcharge  did  *not  return, 
and  the  Uterus  was  fo  little  open,  I again 
left  her,  but  in  about  a quarter  of  an 
hour  after  there  came  on  fome  fmart  pains, 
which  expelled  a dead  child  and  the  Pla- 
centa before  I could  get  to  her  again. 

No  material  difcharge  attended  the  birth, 
nor  was  there  more  than  ufual  afterwards, 
and  fhe  recovered  much  fooner  than  could 
have  been  expected,  confidering  the  lofs 
fhe  had  fuftained,  and  that  her  health  was 

G g iuch 
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fuch  as  to  render  her  a very  unfavourable 
fubjed:  for  an  Haemorrhage. 

CASE  LXXXVI. 

NOVEMBER  2,  17^4,  Brad - 

field.  This  poor  woman  had  been  in  la- 
bor fome  time  before  I was  called  to  her 
afliftance,  and  for  fome  part  of  the  time 
had  been  flooding;  the  increafe  of  the  dis- 
charge induced  the  midwife  who  attended 
to  fend  for  me:  on  examination  I found 
that  the  Placenta  was  not  attached  to  the 
Os  Uteri,  and  being  able  very  foon  to  rup- 
ture the  membranes,  the  Haemorrhage 
abated,  and  the  woman  was  fafely  delivered 
by  the  natural  pains. 

CASE  LXXXVII. 

DECEMBER  30,  1784, Farring- 

ton. This  patient  had  gone  the  full  time 
of  her  fourth  child,  and'her  labor  com- 
menced with  a very  formidable  difcharge  of 
blood.  She  was  attended  by  a midwife, 

who 
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who  fent  for  me  when  fine  found  the 
complaint  continued,  and  fhe  could  not 
difcover  the  prefentation  of  the  child.  I 
found  her  in  a very  languid  Rate,  and  evi- 
dently in  much  danger  from  the  lofs  fhe 
had  fuftained.  On  examination  I found, 
as  I expected,  from  her  threatening  afped, 
that  the  Placenta  was  fixed  to  the  Os 
Uteri.  I therefore  did  not  hefitate  imme- 
diately to  deliver  by  turning,  and  which, 
the  parts  being  very  loofe,  I effeded  with 
little  trouble.  She  remained  fo  extremely 
faint  for  feveral  hours  after  the  extradion 
of  the  child,  that  I had  very  anxious  ap- 
prehenfions  for  her  fafety ; but  lhe  had, 
neverthelefs,  the  good  fortune  to  recover. 

CASE'  LXXXVIII. 

FEBRUARY  15,  1785. Dearn. 

This  was  another  poor  woman  under  the 
care  of  a midwife  when  I was  fent  for. 
I found  her  flooding  conflderably,  and  on 
enquiry,  by  examination,  I felt  the  Pla- 

G g 2 centa 
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centa  at  the  Os  Uteri.  I had  no  diffi- 
culty in  turning  the  child,  which  was 
born  alive,  and  the  patient  fuffered  no 
other  injury  from  the  Haemorrhage  than 
being  a little  weakened  by  it. 

CASE  LXXXIX. 

JUNE  28,  1785,  Wells.  This 

was  a very  weak  delicate  woman,  whofe 
health  and  Strength  had  been  much  im- 
paired by  frequent  indifpofition,  and  by 
having  borne  feveral  children  in  a ffiort 
time.  This  labor  began  with  a very  con- 
siderable flooding,  and  unfortunately  I was 
not  called  to  vilit  her  until  She  had  loft  a 
great  quantity  of  blood.  Her  appearance 

was  fuch  as  to  make  me  fear  verv  much 

¥ 

for  the  event,  especially,  when  upon  ex- 
amination, I found  the  Placenta  fixed  to 
the  Os  Tinea:.  1 did  not,  therefore,  de- 
lay to  deliver,  and  I accomplished  it  with 
very  little  difficulty.  The  child  was  liv- 
ing, and  the  mother  feerned  likely  to  re- 
cover. 
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cover,  until  the  third  day,  when  die  was 
feverely  attacked  by  a fever,  which  die  did 
not  long  furvive. 

CASE  XC. 

JULY  27,  1785,  Mrs.  P . I had 

attended  this  patient  in  fix  previous  labors, 
and  I was  now  called  to  her  fooner  than 
ufual,  on  account  of  a difcharge  of  blood 
from  the  Uterus.  Though  die  had  fcarcely 
any  pain  I thought  it  right  to  examine, 
and  was  foon  convinced  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  at  the  Os  Internum.  From  red, 
an  horizontal  pofture,  and  keeping  the 
room  cool,  the  Haemorrhage  abated,  but 
returned  at  feveral  times  before  genuine 
labor  took  place.  This  did  not  happen 
until  the  next  day,  when  the  delivery 
was  effected  by  the  natural  pains,  and  the 
patient  perfectly  recovered. 

CASE  XCI. 

AUGUST  29,  1785,  Blaxter , 

was  a pauper  in  one  of  the  workhoufes  of 

this 
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this  city.  During  labor  there  came  on 
a difcharge  of  blood,  on  which  account 
my  advice  was  requefted.  She  had  loft  a 
good  deal  when  I ftrft  faw  her,  but  as  I 
found  the  Haemorrhage  was  not  occalioned 
by  the  Placenta  being  attached  to  the  Os 
Uteri,  and  being  foon  able  to  pierce  the 
membranes,  I had  no  doubt  but  the  cafe 
would  end  fafely  without  artificial  delivery  : 
and  which  it  did  about  two  hours  after, 
the  patient  having  no  other  aftiftance  than 
what  the  midwife  afforded  her. 

CASE  XCII. 

OCTOBER  12,  1785,  ■ Crowe. 

This  was  a fmall  woman,  who  had  a ten- 
der conftitution,  and  had  been  much 
weakened  by  various  complaints.  She 
was  in  labor  of  her  third  child,  and  foon 
after  its  coming  on  there  occurred  a pro- 
ful'e  Haemorrhage.  I was  immediately 
fent  for,  and  fo  much  blood  had  been 
loft  in  a fhort  time,  that  1 expeded  to 
have  found  the  Placenta  fixed  to  the  Os 

Uteri ; 
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Uteri:  but  on  examination  I found  this 
was  not  the  cafe.  ^ And  the  fame  means, 
which  I have  before  fo  often  pradtifed, 
were  attended  with  a fate  and  natural  ter- 
mination of  the  labor. 

c . A S E XCIII. 

JANUARY  1,  1786,  Mrs,  P . 

This  patient,  whom  I have  attended  in 
feveral  labors,  fuftered  once  before  from 
an  Uterine  Haemorrhage.  She  was  now 
in  the  eighth  month  of  pregnancy ; and  a 
flooding  came  on,  attended  with  but  little 
pain  or  other  fymptoms  of  labor.  On 
examination,  I was  fatisfied  that  the  Pla- 
centa was  not  in  the  way,  and  though 
the  Uterus  was  but  little  open,  by  the 
affiftance  of  a long  probe,  I was  able 
to  pierce  the  membranes.  The  difcharge 
was  immediately  leffened,  and  in  about  an 
hour  labor  came  on,  and  a dead  child 
was  expelled.  An  adhefion  of  the  Pla- 
centa, which  was  fixed  to  the  Fundus 
Uteri,  occafioned  me  fome  trouble,  and 

produced 
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produced  an  increafe  of  the  difcharge  be- 
fore I was  able  to  extract  it.  But  not- 
withftanding  this,  and  the-  patient  being 
alfo  a fickly  woman,  lhe  had  a perfedt  re- 
covery. 

CASE  XCIV. 

FEBRUARY  7,  1786,  Baxter. 

This  woman  was  in  the  feventh  month j 
fhe  fent  for  her  midwife  on  account  of  a 
difcharge  of  blood  which  had  fuddenly 
taken  place;  and  as  this  had  continued  fo 
as  to  alarm  the  midwife  die  fent  for  me. 
On  examination,  I found  the  Placenta 
was  not  attached  to  the  Os  Tinea;,  and 
the  Uterus  foon  opened  futficiently  to  al- 
low me  to  rupture  the  membranes  ; after 
which  I foon  felt  the  Podex  of  a fmall 
child  prefenting,  which  was  fafely  ex- 
pelled by  the  natural  pains,  and  the  pa- 
tient fuftained  no  other  lofs  which  af- 
fedted  her. 


CASE 
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CASE  XCV. 

APR  Hi  9,  1786,  Ferry.  This 

woman  had  gone  her  full  time,  and  was 
in  true  hbor  when  a conliderable  Hae- 
morrhage took  place.  The  attending  mid- 
wife immediately  fent  for  me.  On  exa- 
mination, it  was  evident  that  the  Placenta 
was  not  at  the  Os  Uteri,  but  I found  the 
funis  and  a hand  of  the  child  prefenting. 
On  the  latter  account,  therefore,  I pro- 
ceeded to  deliver  by  turning,  and  as  the 
woman  was  well  formed  I extracted  a living 
child  without  difficulty,  and  nothing  oc- 
curred afterwards  to  impede  her  recovery. 

CASE  XCVI. 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1786,  Ste- 

vens. This  patient  was  but  feven  months 
gone  with  child  when  a conliderable  Has- 
morrhage  from  the  Uterus  took  place. 
As  foon  as  I vifited  her,  I found  ffie  had 
loft  a confiderable  quantity  of  blood,  and 
on  examination  I felt  the  Placenta  adher- 
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ing  to  the  Os  Uteri;  I therefore  imme- 
diately made  the  attempt  to  remove  the 
child,  and  was  able  to  introduce  my  hand 
into  the  Uterus,  and  accomplish  the  deli- 
very with  lefs  difficulty  than  I expeded  at 
fo  early  a period  of  pregnancy.  The  child 
was  born  alive,  and  the  mother  had  a happy 
recovery. 

CASE  XCVII. 

DECEMBERS,  1786,  Mrs.  W . 

This  was  a delicate  and  fmall  lady,  who 
had  a tender  conftitution,  and  had  borne 
feverai  children.  A flight  Haemorrhage 
occurred  in  the  middle  of  the  feventh 
month  of  the  pregnancy  which  is  the  fub- 
jed  of  the  prefent  cafe;  but  it  was  ap- 
prehended that  this  was  occafioned  by 
l'ome  exertions  and  fatigue  in  her  attend- 
ance, during  a dangerous  illnefs,  on  a near 
relation,  for  whom  fhe  was  much  inter- 
efted.  From  reft  and  ftillnefs  this  went 
off,  but  a fmall  quantity  of  blood 
was  loft,  and  no  enquiry  refpeding  the 

Placenta 
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Placenta  was  made  at  that  time.  About  fix 
weeks  after,  being  then  in  the  beginning  oi 
the  ninth  month,  the  difcharge  returned  to 
an  alarming  degree,  and  I then  found,  on 
examination,  that  the  Placenta  was  attached 
to  the  Os  Uteri.  The  Uterus  was  but 
little  open,  but  fufficiently  foft  to  juftify 
the  attempt  to  deliver,  which  happily  iuc- 
ceeded  without  more  than  ufual  difficulty, 
the  child  was  born  alive,  and  though  tor 
a long  while  very  fmall  and  delicate,  is 
now  living  and  hea’thy,  and  the  lady  re- 
covered nearly  as  loon  as  the  had  done 
after  her  former  labors. 

CASE  XCVIII. 

MARCH  13,  1787, Sewell.  This 

poor  woman  lived  at , a 

village  about  nine  miles  from  Norwich: 
ffie  was  a pauper  in  the  poor-houfe  there, 
and  exhibited,  when.  I firft  faw  her,  an 
appearance  of  wretchednefs,  much  greater 
than  any  I had  ever  before  been  a wit- 
nefs  to.  At  her  full  time  ot  pregnancy 

H h 2 ffie 
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fhe  had,  a day  or  two  before,  been  feized 
with  pain,  accompanied  with  an  Haemor- 
rhage, from  which  the  had  differed  fo 
much  by  the  time  I faw  her,  that  Hie  ap- 
peared to  be  almoft  expiring.  Either  her 
own  extreme  ignorance,  cr  the  grofs  inatten- 
tion of  the  other  unhappy  wretches  who  in- 
habited the  fame  miferable  cottage,  prevent- 
ed any  perfon  being  fent  for  at  an  early  pe- 
riod of  the  complaint;  nor  was  die  vifited 
by  a furgeon  until  die  was  reduced  nearly 
to  the  (late  in  which  In-found  her.  Ano- 
ther furgeon,  however,  did  fee  her  before 
rnyfelf.  He  examined  the  Uterus  and 
found  the  Placenta  attached  to  the  mouth 
of  it.  He  was  convinced  from  the  nature 
of  the  flooding,  of  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tracting the  child,  but  hefitated  to  do  it 
on  account  of  the  dying  date  in  which 
the  patient  was,  and  as,  fronT  the  extreme 
languor  which  accompanied  fuch  a filia- 
tion, the  Haemorrhage  was  totally  hop- 
ped, he  thought  it  would  be  right  and 
might  be  fafe  to  endeavour  to  recruit  her 

by 
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by  Tome  cordial  before  the  attempt  to  de- 
liver was  began,  and  in  the  mean  time 
he  fent  for  me;  during  the  time  which 
intervened  before  my  arrival  die  continued, 
in  the  fame  date,  there  was  the  lame  ap- 
pearance of  approaching  death,  arid  no 
increafe  of  the  Haemorrhage;  for  had  the 
latter  been  the  cafe,  he  certainly  would 
have  delivered.  It  was  dark  when  I ar- 
rived, and  on  my  entrance  into  the  cottage, 
which  was  unufually  diimal,  there  was  juft 
light  enough  from  a Email  fire  made  of 
dicks  to  fhew  me  the  wretched  fufferer 
lying  in  one  corner  of  the  room:  a few 
rags,  on  which  fhe  laid,  fcarcely  kept  her 
from  the  ground*,  and  a few  more  which 

were 

* It  was  literally  the  ground,  for  the  floor  of  the  cot- 
tage was  the  bare  earth,  and  which  being  funk  confide- 
rably  below  the  level  of  the  furrounding  ground  with- 
out, was  neceflarily  very  cold  and  damp. 

After  what  has  been  faid,  it  is  but  juftice  to  add, 
and  I do  it  with  great  fatisfaclion,  that  having  very  lately 
yifited  the  fame  poor-houfe,  I found  it  had  undergone 

a,  thorough 
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were  thrown  over  her,  but  half  concealed 
her  truly  cadaverous  figure.  Her  counte- 
nance was  pale,  her  eyes  funk,  and  her  whole 
appearance  exhibited  a miferable  fpedtacle 
of  poverty,  famine,  difeafe  and  approach- 
ing death.  Though  not  unaccultomed  to 
fcenes  of  great  diftrefs  among  the  lower 
clafles  of  the  poor,  and  though,  from 
habit  perhaps,  not  much  affedted  by  a 
mere  fcene  of  mortality,  I experienced 
no  fmall  fhock  at  beholding  fuch  an  ob- 
ject, and  for  a moment  felt  a reludtance  to 
approach  nearer  to  her:  but  it  was  my 
duty  to  do  more,  and  as  the  furgeon  who 
attended  before,  urged  me  to.  deliver  her, 
I immediately  made  the  attempt.  From 
the  fituation  to  which  fhe  was  reduced, 
fuch  a relaxation  of  the  parts  had  necef- 
farily  taken  place,  that  there  was  not  the 


a thorough  repair,  and  was  pretty  well  furnifhcd,  fo  as 
to  be,  except  in  the  circumflance  of  its  being,  at  this 
time,  too  full  of  inhabitants,  a tolerably  comfortable 
relidence  for  paupers. 

le  a ft 
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Jcaft  refiftance  to  the  introduction  of  the 
hand,  and  the  delivery  was  effected  with- 
out difficulty  and  in  a fhort  time.  The 
patient  continued  in  a ftate  of  infenlibility, 
and  the  only  fign  of  vital  power  which 
remained  appeared  in  her  fwallowing  a lit- 
tle cordial,  but  even  this  power  foon 
ceafed,  and  fhe  expired  in  about  two  hours 
after  the  extraction  of  the  child,  which  I 
need  not  add  was  alfo  born  dead. 

The  pain  which  a furgeon  ever  feels 
when  an  important  operation  terminates 
unfortunately,  was  in  this  inftance  much 
. aggravated  by  the  reflection,  that  this  poor 
woman  would  probably  have  been  laved, 
had  fhe  been  in  any  other  than  the  wretched 
fituation  in  which  her  extreme  poverty 
had  placed  her. 

CASE  XCIX. 

NOVEMBER  14,  1787,  Farjlty . 

This  poor  woman  had  not  compleatly 
gone  her  time,  when  fhe  was  feized  with 

a difcharge 
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a difcharge  from  the  Uterus.  Being  in 
the  Norwich  workhoufe,  (lie  was  attended 
by  a midwife,  who  fent  for  me  when  fhe 
found  the  difcharge  not  likely  to  flop. 
Upon  examination,  I was  fatisfied  that 
the  Placenta  was  not  at  the  Os  Uteri,  and 
as  I could  diftinguifh  the  feet  of  the  child 
through  the  membranes,  I immediately 
ruptured  them,  and  with  very  little  trou- 
ble brought  forth  a living  child. 

C A S E C.  ■ 

JANUARY  16,  1788,  Fijker.  | 

This  woman  was  in  the  beginning  of  the 
eighth  month  of  pregnancy,  when  a dil- 
charge  from  the  Uterus  took  place,  with 
but  little  pain.  The  midwife  who  ufually 
attends  her,  viiited  her  firft,  but  as  her  la- 
bor did  not  feem  likely  to  come  on,  fine 
fent  for  me.  On  examination  I was  con- 
vinced that  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the 
■way,  and  I therefore  deiired  the  midwife 
to  wait.  She  fent  for  me  again  the  next 
day,  and  I found  the  difcharge  had  in- 

) creafcd 
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created  confiderably,  but  I was  now  able 
to  perforate  the  membranes,  and  in  about 
an  hour  after  the  child  was  expelled  with 
no  other  aihifance  than  what  the  mid- 
wife afforded. 

CASE  CL 

JANUARY  18,  1788,  Mrs.  M , 

of  Honingham,  about  eight  miles  from 
Norwich.  This  patient  is  the  wife  of  a 
very  conhderable  farmer,  is  a very  active 
woman,  and  had  before  borne  nine  or 
ten  children;  fine  had  been  many  times  at- 
tended by  a very  intelligent  and  expe- 
rienced furgeon  in  her  neighbourhood. 
About  a month,  before  the  above  date,  this 
gentleman  was  fent  for  on  account  of  a 
flight  Haemorrhage  which  had  fuddenly 
taken  place.  On  his  arrival,  as  the  dif- 
charge  was  abated,  he  was  not  permitted 
to  make  an  examination;  but  as,  from 
fome  iymptoms,  he  thought  it  likely  that 
it  was  occafioned  by  the  attachment  of 
the  Placenta  to  the  Os  Uteri,  he  appri- 

I i zed 
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zed  the  hufband  of  the  probability  of  the 
return  of  the  flooding  at  the  approach  of 
labor,  and  as  it  might  prove  a dangerous 
circum fiance,  he  deflred,  fhould  it  again 
take  place,  that  I might  be  fent  for,  as 
well  as  himfelf.  About  a month  from 
the  firft  occurrence  of  the  Haemorrhage  it 
came  on  again,  and  file  was  then  gone  the 
lull  period  of  pregnancy.  This  happened 
in  the  evening,  and  we  were  both  with 
the  patient  before  any  great  lofs  had  been 
fuftained,  and  it  was  then  become  fo  fmall 
in  quantity,  and  fhe  had  fo  little  pain,  that 
the  furgeon  who  firft  attended  was  fcarcely 
permitted  to  examine,  and  when  he  did 
do  it,  he  was  under  the  neceflity  of  do- 
ing it  fo  haitily,  that  he  could  not  pofi- 
. tively  afcertain  that  the  Placenta  was  pre- 
facing. In  this  flate  I found  the  patient, 
and  after  fitting  with  her  about  an  hour 
we  went  to  bed.  During  the  early  part  of 
the  night  the  patient  was  free  from  pain, 
and  had  fcarcely  any  difcharge,  but  about 
five  in  the  morning  there  was  a fudden 

ceflion 
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acceflion  of  labor  pain,  and  with  it  anex- 
celhve  gulh  of  blood  } though  the  other 
furgeon  and  myfelf  were  under  the  lame 
roof  with  the  patient  and  of  courfe  were  very 
foon  with  her,  yet  in  that  very  ihort  time 
fuch  a lofs  had  been  fuftained  as  funk  the 
patient  inftantly,  and  induced  a moft  for- 
midable ftate  of  faintnefs.  Under  thefe 
circumftances  no  time  was  to  be  loft,  and 
J immediately  made  the  examination,  and 
found  that  the  Placenta  filled  up  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  which  was  conii- 
derably  dilated.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
of  the  neceflity  of  an  immediate  attempt 
to  deliver,  and  no  objection  was  made  to 
it  but  from  fome  of  the  attendants,  who 
confidered  her  as  in  a dying  ftate,  'and 
apprehended  that  fuch  an  attempt  would 
probably  haften  her  death.  However,  the 
hufband  was  prevailed  upon  to  confent  to 
it,  and  I immediately  introduced  the  hand 
for  that  purpofe,  and,  as  I have  ever  found 
it,  when  much  blood  has  been  loft,  and 
more  efpecially  where  the  patient  has  had 

X i 2 feveral 
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feveral  children  before,  not  the  lead:  dif- 
ficulty attended  the  extraction  of  the  child, 
and  it  was  effected  in  as  fhort  a time  as  I 
could  with.  The  patient  remained  for 
many  hours  in  a ftate  of  faintnefs,  which 
* gave  juft  caufe  for  much  anxiety,  but  as 
there  was  but  little  difcharge  after  delivery,  , 
and  cordials  and  nutriment  were  adminif- 
tered  as  freely  as  her  fituation  admitted  of, 
all  her  formidable  fymptoms  gradually  dif- 
appeared  before  the  next  day. 

This  is  a very  Itriking  instance  of  the  ra- 
pidity with  which  this  Haemorrhage  fome- 
times  returns  after  the  beginning  of  it  has 
been  trifling  and  unalarming;  but  as  this  | 
muft  always  obvioufly  depend  upon  the  dif-  ^ 
pofition  of  the  Os  Uteri  to  dilate,  and  as  in 
women  who  have  had  many  children  it  is 
well  known  to  give  way  very  luddenly  and 
very  largely,  it  muft  evidently  be  always  . 
hazardous  to  leave  a patient  accuftomed  to 
quick  labors,  when  feized  with  Haemor- 
rhage, and  more  efpecinlly  if  an  opportu- 
nity 
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nity  has  offered  of  being  fatisfied  that 
the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  the  Os  Uteri.  In 
the  prefent  cafe  it  is  pretty  evident  that  the 
patient  would  have  been  loft  haa  the  lur- 
geon,  at  the  time  when  the  difcharge  re- 
turned fo  largely,  been  at  a much  fhorter 
diftance  from  her,  than  muft  ufually  be 
the  cafe  even  in  town  practice. 

CASE  CII. 

MARCH  8,  1788,  Mrs.  B This 

Lady  was  at  the  full  period  of  pregnancy; 
fhe  had  had  fome  flight  pains,  and  ex- 
pected labor  was  coming  on,  when  fhe 
found  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  Ute- 
rus; I was  immediately  fent  for,  and, 
upon  enquiry,  was  convinced  that  the  Pla- 
centa was  not  attached  to  the  Os  Uteri. 
The  patient  having  had  leveral  children  be- 
fore, and  ufually  with  quick  labors,  it 
was  not  long  before  the  Uterus  was  lufti- 
ciently  dilated  to  admit  of  the  rupture  of 
the  membranes.  After  this  the  Hasmor- 
rhage  totally  ceafed,  and  fhe  was  foon  and 
ealily  delivered  of  a living  child. 


CASE 
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CASE  cm. 

MAY  22,  1788,  Dye.  This 

was  a poor  woman  under  the  care  of  a 
midwife,  who  fent  for  my  affiftance  on 
account  of  an  Haemorrhage  from  the 
Uterus,  which  occurred  foon  after  the 
acceffion  of  labor.  The  difeharge  was 
confiderable  and  the  patient  very  faint,  but 
upon  examination  I found  the  Placenta 
was  not  prefenting,  and  I punctured  the 
membranes;  after  the  elcape  of  the  water 
the  labor  pains  increafed  and  the  woman 
was  fafely  delivered  by  the  natural  pains. 

CASE  CIV. 

MAY  28,  1788,  Woods.  This 

poor  woman’s  htuation  was  in  all  circum- 
ftances  fimilar  to  that  of  the  immediately 
preceding  cafe.  The  Placenta  not  being 
at  the  Os  Uteri,  the  Haemorrhage  was 
fuppreffed  by  rupturing  the  membranes, 
and  the  child  was  expelled  by  the  foie 
efforts  of  nature. 


CASE 


UTERINE  HEMORRHAGE.  24.7 


CASE  CV. 

JUNE  6,  1788,  Mrs.  H . This 

woman  was  in  the  eighth  month  of  preg- 
nancy, and  was  under  the  care  of  a fur- 
geon.  Some  fymptoms  of  premature  la- 
bor came  on  the  day  before,  attended 
with  a flight  difcharge  of  blood.  He  was 
called  to  her  in  the  evening  preceding  this 
date,  and  as  the  difcharge  increafed  confi- 
derably  during  the  night,  he  requeued  my 
attendance  about  five  in  the  morning.  I 
found  the  patient  very  faint,  and  the  Hae- 
morrhage ftill  accompanying  every  labor 
pain.  On  examination,  I found  the  Os 
Uteri  was  confiderably  dilated,  and  the 
Placenta  filled  up  the  whole  circumfe- 
rence of  it.  I therefore  recommended  the 
immediate  delivery  of  the  patient,  and  at 
the  requeft  of  the  furgeon  I introduced  the 
hand  for  that  purpofe,  and  as  the  Uterus 
was  relaxed  and  yielding,  I very  foon  found 
the  feet  of  the  child  and  brought  it  away 
without  difficulty.  The  child  was  not 

living 
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living,  but  the  mother  had  a period  re- 
covery. . » 

.‘case  cvr. 

JUNE  16,  1788,  Mrs.  B- . This 

was  a very  delicate  Lady.  She  was  at  the 
full  period  ot  her  fifth  pregnancy  and  had 
ufuallv  had  favourable  labors.  A flight 
Haemorrhage  from  the  Uterus  occurred 
the  evening  befoie  the  above  date,  and  I 
faw  her  a little  while  after  it  began.  She 
had  no  other  fymptom  of  labor,  and, 
upon  examination,  the  Os  Uteri  was  fo 
little  dilated  that  I could  not  positively 
determine  whether  the  Placenta  was  at- 
tached to  it  or  not.  I therefore  judged  it 
moil  prudent  to.  remain  with  the  patient. 
Towards  the  morning  the  dilpofition  to 
labor  increafed,  and  I now  was  fatisfied 
that  the  Placenta  was  not  in  the  way. 
Being  alfo  able  loon  after  to  perforate  the 
membranes,  the  difeharge  was  totally  fup- 
prefled,  and  the  patient  was  happily  deli- 
vered of  a living  child. 


CON- 
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OF  the  foregoing  cafes  of  flooding, 
forty-two  were  produced  by  a repa- 
ration of  the  Placenta,  occasioned  by  its 
being  fituated  on  the  Os  Uteri,  and  which 
was,  therefore,  in  every  one  of  them, 
unavoidable  and  fixty-four  were  owing  to  a 
reparation  of  it,  arifing  from  lome  acci- 
dental caufe. 

Of  the  latter  number,  it  appears,  that 
though  many  were  very  alarming  cafes, 
as  the  patients  loll  large  quantities  of 
blood,  and  were  extremely  faint,  not  one 
proved  fatal,  not  one  but  terminated  fafely, 
by  waiting  for  the  efforts  of  nature  to  ex- 
pel the  contents  of  the  womb*;  whilfl  in 

all 

* In  two  or  three  cafes  included  in  the  latter  number, 
as  well  as  in  that  of  No.  44,  which  has  already  been 
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CONCLUSION, 
all  the  former  number,  (except  two  which 
occurred  before  the  fixth  month  of  preg- 
nancy) that  no  means  whatever  which 
nature  could  ufe,  were  able  to  fupprefs 
the  difcharge,  and  that  notwithftanding 
the  complaint  began  in  mod  of  them  in 
a manner  but  little  alarming,  yet  nothing 
but  the  removal  of  the  Fcetus  by  art 
could  five  the  patients’  lives:  in  thirty- 
one  out  of  the  number,  its  being  timely 
done,  it  had  manifeflly  that  happy  effe<5t; 
and  in  the  others,  where  the  turning 
was  unfuccefsfully  ufed,  it  feemed  to  be 
clearly  owing  to  its  having  been  too  long 
delayed;  for  in  the  cafes  of  King  and 


remarked,  it  happened,  indeed,  that  the  children  came 
into  the  world  footling,  and  confequently  that  more  ma- 
nual afllftance  was  ufed  than  in  natural  prefentations; 
but  as  this  circumftance  was  totally  accidental,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  flooding,  as  even  in  them,  too,  the 
dilatation  of  the  womb  was  effected  folely  by  nature ; 
and  as  it  is  likewife  very  probable,  if  no  affiftance 
had  been  given  (the  children  being  fmall)  that  nature 
would  at  length  have  expelled  them,  I have  confidered 
thq  fafe  termination  of  the  labors  as  effected  by  nature. 

Bond, 
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Bond,  where  it  was  moft  evidently  fo,  the 
flooding  began  by  no  means  in  a threaten- 
ing manner,  nor  did  either  of  thofe  wo- 
men appear  at  firft  in  fo  much  dangei  as 
many  of  the  fifty-one  other  patients  did,  in 
whom  the  Hemorrhage  was  produced  by 
the  accidental  reparation  of  the  Placenta. 

From  the  ample  teflimony  of  thefe 
calks,  it  is  evident,  then,  how  very  fre- 
quently the  Placenta  is  fixed  to  the  Os 
Uteri;  and  that  notwithftanding  fo  little 
notice  has  been  taken  of  it,  by  thole  who 
have  written  on  the  fubjeft  of  Uterine 
Haemorrhages,  how  neceffary  it  is,  in 
every  cafe,  to  make  an  enquiry  for  it: 
but  the  inferences  which  arife  from  them 
are  fo  obvious,  and  the  method  of  prac- 
tice which  they  point  out  has  been  before 
fo  fully  confidered,  that  it  need  not  now 
be  repeated ; efpecially  as  the  happy  events 
of  the  cafes  which  were  treated  agreeably 
to  the  method  recommended  in  the  Elfay, 
of  themfelves  fo  fully  fpeak  its  fuperio- 
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rity  over  that  which  governed  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  firft  related  cafes. 

Before  I entirely  quit  the  fubjedt,  it 
may  not,  perhaps,  be  totally  foreign  to  it 
to  confider  what  would  probably  have 
been  my  method  of  treating  the  cafes 
which  fucceeded  thofe  of  King  and  Bond, 
if  I had  not  then  eftablilhed  fome  crite- 
rion by  which  I could  judge  determinately 
of  the  propriety  of  trufting  to  nature,  or 
of  applying  to  art. 

It  is  very  natural  to  believe,  when 

my  mind  had  been  a good  deal  affedted  by 

the  difagreeable  events  of  thofe  two  cafes, 

that  I fhould  not  have  helitated  to  have 

had  immediate  recourfe  to  delivery  by  art, 

in  every  following  cafe  in  which  I found 
■# 

the  difcharge  at  all  confiderable ; from  a 
conclufion,  (which  under  fuch  circum- 
flanccs,  would  not  have  been  an  unreafon- 
able  one,)  that  as  there  feemed  to  be  fome 
latent  undifcoverable  caufe,  which  fome? 
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times  unexpectedly  produced  tne  mod;  fa- 
tal mifchief,  when  at  the  beginning  of 
the  complaint  there  was  no  appearance  of 
danger,  it  was  justifiable  to  run  the  rifque 
of  unneceflfarily  turning  the  child,  in  fome 
cafes,  rather  than  be  liable  to  omit  doing 
it  in  a fingle  inftance  where  it  might  be 
abfolutely  neceflaryfor  the  woman’s  fafety: 
and,  indeed,  could  it  be  admitted  that  the 
indifcriminate  ufe  of  this  operation  was 
attended  with  no  danger,  this  would  cer- 
tainly be  the  only  lecure  method  of  treat- 
ing floodings,  were  it  not  in  our  powder  to 
difcover  thofe  particular  cates  in  which 

the  Placenta  was  fituated  on  the  mouth  of 

/ 

the  womb. 

. For  thefe  reafons,  therefore,  I doubt 
not  but  this  would  have  been  the  method 
of  practice  which  I fhould  have  adopted ; 
and  it  is  upon  the  fame  principles,  I am 
perfuaded,  that  the  invariable  ufe  of  turn- 
ing has  been  recommended  by  fome  au- 
thors, and  put  in  practice  by  fome  lur- 
geons. 
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The  objections  to  fuch  a method  of 
treatment,  are,  however,  felf-evident,  as 
it  muft  be  particularly  inconvenient  and 
irkfome  to  the  lurgeon,  always  painful, 
and  fometimes  dangerous  to  the  patient. 

. This  confideration,  then,  ftill  further 
illuftrates  the  advantage  of  knowing  the 
true  caufes  from  whence  thefe  Haemor- 
rhages proceed  : and  if,  therefore,  by  whJt 
has  been  faid,  I have  in  the  leaffc  degree 
added  to  the  knowledge  of  them,  and  t'hall 
be,  on  that  account,  but  in  a lingle  in- 
ftance  the  means  of  faving  the  life  of  a 
fellow-creature,  the  little  trouble  I have 
had  in  throwing  my  thoughts  together 
upon  the  fubjeCt,  will  not  be  loft  labor, 
nor  thefe  pages,  few  as  they  are,  be  writ- 
ten in  vain. 


THE  END. 
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